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Egyptian FM due in Amman 

AMMAN (AFP) — Egyptian Forciyn Minivi . ^ 
is due in^Amman Saturday for^a JIT' 

rjg visit, an official said Sunda/ Musa \Mlih ?i 1 , 
^*:Fo«ig. Minister Abdul lllh KtoliS'^thr 
l^elopmenls in the Middle East as wt-ll ?JhV ^ ! 
;^ons. the official said. Eevpiian PrJ!idew H^n* 
Aiubanik met m Cairo Thursiiv wiS ih^ ^ 

Prime Minister FayezTarawneh.' ^ 
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Jordan River bridge to open 

TEL A\1V ( AP) — newly-expanded bri Jjie over the 
Jordan River linking Israel and Jitrdan will open ne.\f 
week, Israeli officials said Sunday. Jordan and Israel 
>igned an agreement last w eek /or the joint operation 
and maintenance of the Sheikh Hussein Bridge which 
ruas along a northern section of the border. New lanes 
on the border crossing will help eliminate delays for 
tourists irasellinc by car. •ciid a .statement issued by 
Eracl’s national infrastructure minisrrx'. The 
announcement by the ministry headed by Sharon, said 
that the project wa.s an important step in a series of 
cooperative ventures between the countries in the field 
of transportation and roads. 
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Mayo Clinic: King responding positively 
to treatment, showing stable progress 

U.S. State Department denies Israeli newspaper 
report; Sharon says remarks attributed to him false 
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By Francesca Ciriaci 

AMMAN — Mayo Clinic, 
the U.S,. Israel, and the cov- 
enuneat yesterday categori- 
cally dismissed a.s false an 
unsourced Israeli report 
claiming that His Majesty 
Kiog Hussein was terminal- 
ly ill. 

A spokesman for the Mayo 
Oime in Rochester, Min- 
nesota, where the King is 
undoing chemotherapy 
fur a B-cell lymphoma, 
declared that His Majesty is 
tesponding very saiisfacto- 
iily'to the treatment and is 
showing stable progress." 

The denials followed a 
lepon Crom the Washington 
cone^odents of Israel's 
YedioA Aharonoi newspa- 
per on Sunday claiming that 
the King was unlikely to 
resume his full duties as 
h»id of state. 

The Israeli newspaper 
quoted anonymous U.S. offi- 
cial sources as expressing 
“deq) concern" about the 
King's recovery in conversa- 
dons widi members of the 
Israeli delegation at this 
week's Mideast peace sum- 
out at die Wye Plantation, 
sear Washington. 

Yedioih At^not claimed 
dot the King’s illness could 
lead to polirical disturbances 
in the region which might 


Cull fur die U.S. to ask Israel 
to inteilere in order to pre- 
\eni any imbalance and 10 
ensure Jordan'.s stability in 
case the country's leadership 
was unable to deal widi tile 
new stage that might ensue. 

But the IfS. .Slate Depart- 
ment declared dial King 
Hussein's health is iniprov- 
ins and that the King "has 
been making good progress" 
under treatment. 

"King Hussein has been 
veiy open about his hultle 
wnih cancer," said the siaie- 
meni. 

“He has been undergoing 
treatment under the direction 
of a team of the finest .spe- 
cialists in the world, and has 
been making good progress. 

"We look forward to his 
full recovery and we. like 
people all over the world, arc 
keeping him in our thoughts 
and prayers." 

The statement said both 
President Bill Clinton and 
Secretary of Suite Madeleine 
Albright had spoken with 
the King in recent days to 
consult with him over the 
Mideasi summit at Wye. 

"We have also stayed in 
close touch with CiW'n 
Prince Has.san, including in 
a call thi.s morning ISunday] 
with Secretary Albright,'* the 
statement said, 

"We have creai confidence 



in Crown Prince Hassan, 
who lias been and remains a 
very able partner for King 
Hus-scin. :ls well u.s for the 
United Slates." Washington 
Muted. 

"Both the King and the 
Crow'n Prince have contin- 
ued to play very active and 
helpful role.s in support of 
the peace pnK.'e.s.s and die 
Wye peace talks. 

“The U.S.' commitment to 
Jordan Is ironclad ba.sed on 
our deep, long-standing and 
shared interest in regional 
peace and stability. We will 


continue to do at! we can to 
demon.siraic that comtnit- 
meni. working closely with 
King Hussein, Crown Prince 
Hassan and the Jordanian 
government." 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman Janies Rubin 
said in res'ponse to a ques- 
tion during a press confer- 
ence at (he Wye l^antation 
that the Si^e Department 
Maiemem was prompted by 
a "rather dramatic" account 
in one of the media ouUeis in 
the region *'(tliat) w*us way 
out of line." 


The rep»>n " indicated that 
we hate concluded that (he 
King's condition is terminal, 

that is not true: }j|) »aid that 
we base concerns about 
Cntwn Prince Hassan'.s abil- 
ity to maintain stability, that 
is not true. w« have confi- 
dence in Croun Prince Has- 
san; (it) said we have had 
high level meetings to dis- 
cuss the day after in Jordan, 
that is fKii uue," said Rubin. 

Rubin also said .Mbrighi 
called the Cri:iwn Prince to 
assure him that the Israeli 
report was not true. 

Also Sunday. Prime Min- 
ister Faye.z tarauTieh told 
the foreign press in .Amman 
that .-Mhfighi telephoned the 
Regent dismls.sing the Israeli 
lepon. 

YeJica Ahiuttnoi had also 
qu<Ked Israel's new Foreign 
Minister Ariel Sharon, who 
met with the King in the 
U-S. on Friday, as saying His 
Majesty enjoyed high 
morale, but did not look 
healthy. 

'Tluj quote which 
appeared in Yediot 
Ai^nvit, claiming that I 
made reference to the King's 
hralth state, is lal&e," Sharon 
stud in a written denial he 
issued Iron) \Vy e. 

iCuniinued on page 13) 


National dialogue 
starts on positive note 


By F^^anoes^ Ciriad 
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AMMAN — The government • 
00 Sunday said that the nation- 
al dialogue widi civil .•wcieiy 
institutions will be open and 
that Dchher the elections nor 
the press laws will be exclud- 
ed Irom the i^enda. 

Agridiltuie Minister 
Mijhem Kteirisha told joumai- 
ists that yesterday's twcKind- 
a-half-bow meeting between 
nioie Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh and his “national 
dialogue" team 00 the one 
blind and leaders of tile coun- 
t's 13 professional as.socja- 
tioDS on the other covered 
"public free^ms, Jordanian 
decUnees and prisoners in for- 
rign ^s, normalisation |of 
ties with Israeli, and the elec- 
tions and press laws." 

Khfdshk said the lengthy 
talks, the first such encounter 
in die much-awaited nationa] 
i^OguC' were “very Bank, 
aud Oie aljDo^sbere was very 
posidve.” 

Hassan Jaber, president of 
(he Jotdaiuan Agricultural 
En^neers Association, cur- 
tly hokfing the six-month 
• A nallti""' rotatingchairoftbe Council of 

gfVSP® .|^j Heridenis of Professiooal 

noWerl5'‘ ‘art Associations, described the 

^ \ rneeting as first step in the 

tight direction, a very good 
suui" 

Such posidve remarits by 
bodi sidK put an end to earlier 
^pticism by union and polit- 
ical party Iradejs following a 
statement on Friday by loteri- 

• ^ Minister Naj-ef that 

• press and publications 

- -* ■ and the elections laws will not 

be subject to discussion during 
ibe series ^ nneetings io the 
(feunewcuk of the] notional 
dialogue." 

Iordan's strongest political 
parly, the Islamic Action 
Front, on Saturday criticised 
Qadi's staiement and warned 
that the exclusion of these two 
ccKuroversial issues Bom the 
%£nda would render the piD- . 
J^cied dialogue '‘meaning- 
less." 
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But ;«jcctrding to Hosni Abu 
Cheida, pnisidcnt of the influ- 
ential JonJonian B/iginecni 
As.socjadon, yesterday’s meet- 
ing concluded that Quiti's 
staicmeni had been "misun- 
detsiuod." 

'The government said it had 
noihing'to say about the laws 
for its pan, except that it 
respects *em as any other leg- 
islation regularly endorsed by 
PaiiiaraenC Gheidu told 
the Jordan Tunes. 

"But Idle government also 
said} this did not mean lhai 
ihese two laws were out of the 
realm of discussion." 

According to Jaber. (he a.sso- 
dations and the govemmeni 
agreed that there will be no 
preconditions to the dialogue. 

With an estimated total 
membership of 80,000, the 
professional a.s'soctatioiu have 
led a five-year campaign 
asainst the one-pcison. 00 c- 
vote system, introduced ahead 
of the 1993 parliamentaiy 
elections, cm the grounds that 
this electoral formula unfairly 
[argeis political parties and 
Islamist candidates. 

The syndicates also fienariy 
protested against the contro- 
versial press law, described as 
restrictive by iniemaiional 
human rights warcb-dogs. and 
endofsed^by Parliament in :m 
extraoidinuiy .session this 
summer. 

Officials and union leaders 
said yesterday's meeting 
aided with a decision that 
each a'sxiation will start sep- 
arate talks with ihe most 
appropriate ministries to 
issues related to the various 
iirofessions. 

The syndicates’ presidenLs 
invited Tarawneh to visit 
their headquarters at the Pro- 
fessional Unions Complex. 

The meeting w.as attended 
by fnfoimation MinisterNass- 
er Judeh. Justice Minister 
Jawadal Sboul. Culture and 
Youth Minister Tala! Sal’an 
Hasson, and Public Wor^ 
Housing and Transport Minis- 
ter Na-ssiCr Lawzi. 


Tarawneh optimistic about 
success of Mideast summit 


AMMAN (AFP) — Prime 
Mini.ster Fayex Tarawneh 
said Sunday be was "opii- 
inisiic" that progress would 
he made at the Israeli-Pales- 
liniaii pvacc summit at Wye 
River in the United Slates. 

"Our oprimi.sm comes from 
the need for an agreement by 
all three sides — the Pales- 
tinians. Israelis and Ameri- 
caas," Tarawneh told 
reporters. 

He added that recent visits 
10 Amman by F^estinian 
l^sideni Yasser Arafiu and 
Lsraelj Prime Minister 
Beny.imin Netanyahu were 
miirked by "signs of nexibili- 
ty and <i more positive 
mood," 

The prinK mini.sftT con- 
firmed reports that Arafat had 
asked Jordan to imen'ene 
with the Israeli leadership. 
*‘We contacted them on 
[Arafat's I request and they 
asked 10 come |io Amman]," 
he said. 

Tarawneh said Arafat had 
appeared “more fiexiblc on 
security muiicrs,'’ the ihomt- 
est issue in negotiarion.'t, and 


that "there's no doubt that ihc 
hUestinians want to conclude 
an accord." 

He (fid not give details of 
how .Arafat's flexibility 
w^Hild manifest itself hit 
repeated the Palesiinion 
leader's words: “We can 
guuraniee 100 per cent ctfon 
Ixii not 100 per cent resuKs." 

"IJordon] Is not only pass- 
ing messages, but is sending 
very' .strong and negative 
wuming.s” of the risk ^ an 
explosion in the regkMi if the 
peace process doesn't suc- 
ceed. Tarawneh said. 

He also pointed out that 
Jordan has its own "interests" 
in negotiations on ifu: final 
stotas of Rilestinian territo- 
ries, citing warer sharing, the 
question of refugees, Jor- 
dan's role in Jerosulem and 
the demarcation of borders. 

Tarawneh said Jeutdan wus 
still Dying to resolve the issue 
of Jordanian pri.soners in 
Israel, who number 14. and 
that Jordan's amtessador to 
Israel was foilow'ing this mat- 
ter. 

The prime mini.sfer .said be 


does ncH understand Syria’s 
“aBgres.\ive" sunce towards 
Jev^ and spoke out against 
the increasi^ number of Jor- 
danians being detained by 
the .Arab neighbour. 

"We don't understand the 
aggn^siveness of the Syrian 
press and officials [towards 
asj at a time when we have 
tried vvny hard to avoid it," 
Tarawneh said. 

Syrian officials, in paracu- 
lar Defence Minister 
Musiafbu Tlass, have recent- 
ly increased anocks on Jor- 
(fim. 

Aiier mentioning that 
125.000 Syrians are working 
in Jordan, many of them ille- 
gally, TarawTieh said ‘'nearly 
500 Jordanians hove been 
detained or have disappeared 
in Syria." 

He mentioned in particular 
a Jordanian banker who dis- 
i^peared after making a trip 
aciosj. the border to Syria 
fexjr months ago. 

"The number of Jordanians 
being held in Syria has 
increased significantly in the 
last five months." he said 



L',S. President Bill Clinton dines with Palestinian President Yasser .Arafat and UJS. 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright at Houghton House library at the Wye River 
Plantation Saturday. Clinton spent the day with .Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu as the two Middle East leaders attempted 10 reach a new peace 
accord (Reuters photo) 

Clinton rejoins Mideast 
summit for cruciai phase 


WYE MILLS iR) — Lf.S. 
President Bill Clinton flew 
back ro an Israeli-^tiestinian 
summit in rural Mary land on 
Sunday for what could be 
decisive phase in anempts to 
end a stalemate in Middle 
East peace talks. 

"It's an important i^y... 
Major decisions will obvious- 
ly be laken." said an Israeli 
official. 

’There's imponom w«k 
being done," added White 
House spokesman Joe Lock- 
hart, who also denied reports 
that more than three days of 
talks in .Mary land had mode 
no jHOgress. 

'Ilie United States wanLs 
Israeli Prime .Minister 
Benyamin NeiaDVabu and 
Palestinian Ptesid^t Yasser 
Araiut to wrap up tour day ,s of 
meetings on Sunday but it has 
not rul^ out keejwg them at 
their counny' leotrai into Mon- 
day orTue^y. 

"Our goal continues to be to 
do all the work that needs to 
be done by todity,” State 
Department spokesman 
James Rubin said. 

The aim of the talks, at the 
Wye PlaniatioD estate 110 
kilometres east of Washing- 
ton. is to reach a deal on the 
next stages of Israeli with- 
drawal ^m the We.st Bank 
and on Israel’s security 
demands Bom the Palestinian 
Nationa] Authority. 

They also have to sort out a 
backlog of issues Bom earlier 
Israeli-Palestinian agree- 
ments. such 05 a Gaza oiipcvi 
and a safe passage fa- l^es- 
tinums between Gaza and the 
Wea Bank. 

With big differences on 
some points, the U.S. media- 
tors may have to accept some- 
thing 1^ than a comfuehen- 
sKv agreemem between 
Netanyahu and Arafat, Israeli 


‘Heated exchange between 
Arafat, Netanyahu’ 

TEL AVIV (.AFP) — Prime Minister Benyamin Netanv*ahu 
and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat had a heated exchange 
at their U.S. summit over Israel's demand that wanted Pales- 
tinians be extradtieil an Israeli television sDtion reported Sun- 
day. 

Netanyahu, during a meeting vvttb .Arafat at Wye Riv'er in 
Maryland, demand^ the extradition of Rozi Jabaii. the head 
of ite Palestinian police foree is the Gaza Strip who is 
accused by Israel of ordering anti-Israeli attacks, israel's 
Channel Two telev ision siatiun said 

In reply. .Aratai said: "ni never be a new .Antoine Lahad." a 
reference to the leader of the pro-Israeli South Lebanon .Army 
(SLA) militia in southern Lebanon, the television said 

’'In that case go call your boss (Hosni ) Mubarak (the Egypt- 
ian president), ask him to release Aaam Azzam and in 
excti^gc rU give you Jabaii", Netanyahu was quoted as say- 
ing. The two men ^n split up. 

.Azzam .Az/ain U an Israeli Druze •^tenced to 15 years in 
on Egyptian prison in August 1 997 on efurges of spying for 
Israel. The Israeli authorities have repeatedly insisted that 
Azzam .Azzam Is innocenL 

The television said members of the Israeli delegation taking 
pan in dv U.S.-h\<stcd negotiations at WNc River hud refiised 
to confiim or deny the report. 


delegation sources said. 

.An Israeli official said 
Netanyahu was ready to ^say 
on for an agreement. 

Polcstiniun delegates said 
that from the Palestinian and 
U.S. poinu of view an incom- 
plete deal vvjs noi good 
enough. 

“The Americans have 
informed us that there will be 
no hiilf-puckugcs. The initia- 
tive fsui^tieJ by the United 
States I should be acL*ep(ed 
a vv hole," one of the Ptie^aini- 
ans said. 

"The Israelis are trying to 
omit from the agreemem 
any references u* unilateral 
acts, lire third phase of rede- 
ployment and [PaiesiiniunJ 
pri.soners," another Palestin- 
ian said. 

linilaierul acts i.<< diplomatic 


code for steps such a.s building 
Jewish senJemenLs in the West 
Bank. The F^estinions have 
fouglit hard for an Israeli 
commiunent 10 stop them. 

The two sides have agreed 
most details of a second 
Israeli withdrawal, from I? 
per cent of the West Bank, but 
the gap remains wide on the 
extent of a thinJ wtdidrawal. 

"We informed the .American 
.side (hat without (hese issues 
there will be no agreemenL 
The .Americans pamilsed to 
find compromises on these," 
the Palestinian negotiator 
added. 

Much depended on Sun- 
day on President Clinton, 
who took a big risk when he 
culled the Wye Plantation 

(Continued on page 12) 


Man accused of killing demonstrator during Ma’an riots acquitted 


By Rana Hussein! 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court on Sunday acquitted a 
27-year-old man of killing a 
fellow' citizen during pro- 
Iraqi riots ill the southern 
town of Ma’an in Fehroaiy. 

Mohammad Awad was 
occased of .shooting and 
killing Mohammad Abdul- 
lah Katib, 23, during the 
Feb. 20 unrest in which 
cigbl police officers were 
injured. 

The court, presided over 
by Judge Mohammad 
Ajarmeh and including 
Judges Mufleh Mubeidin 
and Issa Hamdun, said the 
confession by Mohammad 
Awud that he committed the 


crime was false becau.'te "it 
was extracted under mental 
duress after he was held ftH* 
four days before questioo- 
ing,” 

’The decision by the cuun 
generated .scenes uf jubi- 
lance among Awad*.s family 
members who wept in joy 
and hailed the court's d^'i- 
sion praising His Majesty 
King Hussein and wu^ng 
him speedy recovery and 
long life. 

"liie verdiiA was fair and. I 
was confident of my inno- 
cence,** Awad, who spent 
102 days in detention, told 
the Jor^ Times. 

According to the prosecu- 
tion choige sheet, the defen- 
dant confessed willingly to 


ihe authorities that he stoned 
shooting at random tn all 
directions during the unrest 
next ro Ma'an Municipality, 
the same place Katib was 
found lying on the ground 
with a gun shot wound to his 
back. 

But the court said the 
defendant made several con- 
midicting statements and 
that he said he made the 
stkxiong during the ev'ening 
hours, while Kaub was 
killed the second day after 
noon prayers. 

As for his confession that 
he was shooting in all direc- 
tions at random while stand- 
ing in the middle of a huge 
crowd, the court ruled that 
'*ii is impo.vsiblc for the 


defendant to shoot in all 
directions and not hit any of 
the people standing around 
him." 

"U is evident 10 our court 
that the defendant was sub- 
jected to mental duress and 
was threatened by authori- 
ties to place his mother and 
family relatives in detention, 
and we cannot accept his 
confession,” Judge .Ajarmeh 
said. 

The prosecutor had said 
that the authorities searched 
all the houses in Ma’an and 
found a 7 millimetre gun in 
the bouse of the defendant 
and 13 empty bullet shells, 
which matched the size of 
the bullet w-hich penetrated 
Katib'.s back and then exited 


his chest, the sheet said. 

However. Judge Ajarmeh 
concluded ihut many of the 
prosecution and defence 
witnesses who appeared in 
court restified that Au-ad was 
not carrj'lng a weapon on 
the day of the rioL>», 

.Awad was also charged 
with inciting rioLs and using 
a firearm, possessing illegal 
weapon and resisting arrest. 

Howev'er, the court acquit- 
ted him of all these chaiges 
“since w'e decided not to 
accept his testimony and we 
did not hear any single wit- 
ness in court who informed 
us that he resisted the securi- 
ty forces." 

Defence Anomeys Alimud 
and Ma/m Nojduwi praised 


the verdict, and described it 
a.s a victory for the "the milh 
and justice." 

"Today's v'erdici reflects 
the ability of our judiciary to 
obstruct any attempts that 
could (compromise) the 
freedom and ffignirc of the 
citizens, " Ahmad Najdawi 
said. 

The then-government of 
Prime Minister .Abdul Salom 
Majoli said in February that 
Katib was shot in the back 
by rioters, acting out of rage 
over Iraq's .standoff with the 
United States. 

Witnesses then claimed 
the shooting occurred dur- 
ing a clash between riot 
police and a cnrwd demon- 
strating in support of Iraq. 
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Turkey confirms talks with Syria 

Meeting aims to defuse tensions over Kurd rebeis 


ANKARA tAgen^) — 
HigtHanking officials from 
Ttokey and Syria will meet 
Monday at a secret location to 
hold security talks mmed at 
easing tensions b^'een the 
nei^bours, foreign minisoy 
officials ccMifimied Sunday. 

Fofeign Minister Isxnail 
Cem said late Saturday that 
talks would take place but 
gave no indicaticMi as to where 
and when they would be held 

Turkey accuses Syria of 
^teriii@ Tuikisb Kurdish 
rebels responsible for cross- 
border attkks and indicated 
last rntmlh it migh t resort to 
militaiy action unless Damas- 
cus h^ted allied siqsport to 
the insurgents. The threat 
raised of war in die 
legion. 

"In die meeting our repie- 


seniatives will assess how well 
Turkey's demands over sepa- 
ratist terrorism arc being meL" 
Cem told the Anatolia news 
agency. “And if they are being 
met, [we will assess] if the 
measures are enou^ and last- 
ing." 

Syiian Defence Minister 
Muikafa Tlass said Sunday 
that lus ^vemment wanted to 
resolve its differences widi 
Turkey through diplomatic 
channels, the official Syrian 
Arab News Agency i^xxted 

‘The language of teason and 
logic should prevail over the 
language of dveaL We should 
resort to international law," 
Tlass told a graduation cere- 
mony the Syrian Air Force 
Academy. 

Follow-up meetings would 
dq)end on how convincing 


Syrian officials were on 
prtMnises to clamp down on 
the activities of the tdiel 
group, said a foreign ministiy 
official speaking on corxlition 
of anonymity. 

Tinkish newspapers gave 
conflictiiig reports as to vidieie 
the talks would be held Ptssi- 
ble venues included the Tudc- 
ish and Syrian captals as well 
as border towns. 

There has been no official 
flnnmmrftmpnr in Damascus 
about the meeting. 

Tlass renewed Damascus' 
condemnation of an informal 
Turkish-Isiaeli military 
alliance. He said Israel wanted 
to use its ties witii Ankara to 
force Syria to c^tolato and 
acoeix Israel's condhicms Ax' 
peace. 

Turkey signed a military 


cooperation deal with Israel in 
19^ and ties were boosted 
during a visit lo Israel recendy 
Turkish IMme Minister 
Mesut Yihnaz. 

“Israel wants to allow its 
colonial plans in the region to 
succeed It wants to uiideniiine 
the basis of the [Aiab-Iaaelij 
peace process,” the Syrian 
mmistw said 

Syria has held sporadic 
peace taiics with Isael since 
1991 but the negotiations 
broke off in eady 1996 with- 
out maldng progress on future 
ties and tix fate of de Golan 
Heights, c^xured by Israel in 
the 1967 war. 

Damascus has condemned 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Beoyamin Netanyahu for 
refusing to sw^ occupied 
Arab land for peace. 


Yemen soitences three to death for bomkai^ 

SANAA (AP) — Three men were sentenced to deatii Sunday 
for a series of bombings in eastern Yemen in 1996 that killed a 
number of soldieis, a court official said Baghash Saeed A1 
Aghbaiy, Sa'id Bin Suleiman and Mohammad Saleh Haidaiab 
were fcknd guilty of bombing military posts, fotming armed 
gan gs and waking for foreign country. dK official said on con- 
dition of anonymity. The court also sentenced nine other men 
to prison terms c^six to 10 years. One defendant was acquioed 
The men were arrested in Nov. 1996 and charged widi a series 
of attacks c» military posts during mid-1996 in foe eastern 
province of Mabara. It is not clear how many soldiers died in 
I the attacks. 

I ^Algerian rebels cut nine people’s throats’ 

ALGIERS (R) — Is lamis t rebels slashed the throats of nine 
people in an Algerian village overnight, government forces said 
on Sunday. The security faces said in a statement carried by the 
official Algerian news agency APS that the massaoe took place 
atHammaBouziaoe \illage in thefxovioce of Constantine. 340 
kilometies east of Algiers. “The security forces laundbed an 
intensive manhiim operation to track down foe perpetrators of 
fois criminal actioiL" foe statement said without giving details. 

Qadhafi says he Mvsaits end to Lockerbie 

LONDON t'AI7) — Uli^'an Piesidax Muammar Qadhafi said 
in an intnview pifolished Sunday that he wants to draw a line 
under the intematk»ial row over the Lockerbie bomt^g. 
Sp&ikmg to foe Sunday Tunes in Tripoli Qadhafi said he was 
anxjk)us to give conWitatioii with tibe Wsa. addiijg that the 
Unitod Nations sanctions still b place bad a heavy effect on 
Libya. have no interest in confrontation." he said. 'tXir 
pec^ want peace. They want to be fiiends." “We can solve 
this problem very easily," he said. "The families of the victims 
[of foe Loclrerixe bombing] .wall be satisfied We have no inter- 
est in fois tensioD." 

Egyptian cleric puts tiny Koran on market ^ 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian cleric is looking to sell a 
minirtp copy of foe Koran, smaller than a matchbox, which he 
inherited from his father Mcfoammad Abdul Halim Hammad 
a scholar at Cairo's A1 Azbar university, told AFP diat he found 
foe minute Koran in his father’s library after he died frxrr years 
ago in die village of Kfour Balshai in the Nile Delta, llOkiJo- 
metres south of Criro. The Koran measures 2,5 cendmeties by 
one centimetre by ore centimetre. 

^Iran villagers set new bounty on Rushdie’ 

TEHRAN (R) — Residents of a village in northern Iran have 
set a new boun^, including farmlands, fruit gardens, a house 
and carpets, on foe head of the British aufoa Salman Rushdie, 
a national newspaper reported on Sunday. "The residents of 
Kiyapay village... give 4.300-squaie-meties of farmland 
ItSOO-square-rnenes of fruit gardens, a house and 10carpets,as 
a reward for carrying out tte execution sentence agains t the 
author of the blasphemous book The Satanic Verses'." a ril- 
official told the hardline daily newspaper Ka>foan. 


Israeli soldiers wound 
Palestinians in W. Bank 



HEBRON (R) — Three 
Pales tinians were wounded 
when Israeli security forces 
opened fire on their van at a 
West Bank military check- 
point on Sunday, Palestin- 
ian security sources said 

The army said it was 
checking the report of the 
incident near Dhariyeb. It 
came as leaders of the Unit- 
ed States, Israel and the 
Palestinians were meeting 
outside Washington to try 
to break a 19-month-oId 
peace logjam. 

An official at Alia hospi- 
tal in the nearby West Bank 
city of Hebron said an 
ambulance brought three 
workers to its emergency 
ward suffering from bullet 
wounds to foe legs and 
aims. 

“Their condition is mod- 
erate, not dangerous," foe 
hospital official said. 

It was not immediately 
clear why Israeli soldiers 
opened ^ at foe van, 
which was returning foe 
workers from jobs in foe 


nearby southern Israeli 
town of Beersheba. The 
van had Israeli licence 
plates. 

The driver of foe van, 
Abdullah Gabr Abu 
Shaikh, told Reuters foe 
Israeli army had not asked 
him to stop before soldiers 
opened fire. He said some 
of the woriters in his van 
did not have permits to 
woric in Israel. 

“We saw an army jeep 
behind us but they didn't 
ask us to stop. When we 
entered foe Palestinian 
authority area at foe border 
of Dhariyeb, they followed 
us into there and they sud- 
denly opened fire.” Abu 
Shaikh said. 

“I stopped when I saw 
some of foe woricers were 
hurt Soldiers came up to 
foe van and smashed one of 
foe side windows and start- 
ed to drag workers out of 
that window... Then they 
left without taking anybody 
away or getting us help." he 
said. 


PALESTINIANS PROTEST FOR PRISONERS' RELEASE; Elderly Palesfinians. who dosed them^ of 
the Netzreem Jewish settlement during a protest in the Gaza Strips chant slogans Sunday ur^ng President Yass- 
er .Arafat to secure the relet^ of 3ylQQ Palestiman prisoners held in Israeli jails (Reuters photo) 

Students return from environment tour of Italy 


By Ahmad Khatib 

AMMAN — Fifteen Jordan- 
ian students leoentiy returned 
from a 10-day tour of the 
V^neto region in nortbeastem 
Italy to exdiange eniiioninent 
pnxection experience with 

I talian giiHenrs. 

The delegation, oiganised 
by tbe Friends of Environment 
Society, consisted of high 
school students lepiesenting 
several govemorates of the 
lOngdoD. 

T& visit, which was funded 
by, . die I talian government, 
auned at proinoting public 
awareness among students in 
Oder to integrate ecologically 
sound decL^Q-makmg into 
fodr activities and lives. 

The tour iiKluded field visits 
to n^ure reserves, botanical 
gaideik a sojidy centre in foe 
Alps, wastewffler ireainienr 
plants and foe city of \^oe. 

T learned a la from the touc. 


it was a great experience," 
Ra'd Bader, a 19-year-old stu- 
dent at A1 Tbawra Ai Arabia 
AI Kubra (Great Arab Revolt) 
Sdiool told foe Jordan Times. 
The most itotable foiog in 
Veneto is how aware people 
are of the in^Kxtance envi- 
ronmental protection." 

A U.S. programme. Global 
1 aaming and Observing to 
Benefit foe EnvironmeoL is 
being tsjgbc under the super- 
vision of tbe society at 16 Ja- 
daman schools to help teach- 
ers and students cooperate to 
protect namie. 

Mats Ja'afrab. a 16-year-old 
student at Princess Basma 
Hi^ School said she was 
nominated fa the tdur after 
participating in foe society's 
annual environmental compe- 
tition, .which at ‘lin^g 
scientific and feasib^ sdu- 
tions fa ^oloj^cal prob- 
lems." 

"T discussed my recent study 


on Jordans wastewater sys- 
tem wifo my Italian col- 
leagues. and we e.xcbanged 
experiences related to tbe 
issue," said Ja'afrab. 

The Royal Society fa foe 
Conservation of Nature and 
foe govemmea have intro- 
duced environmental subjects 
into school curricula and set 
up conservation clubs to help 
raise public awareness, e^ie- 
dally among students. 

Ja’afrab and Bader urged 
studeos to be more awse of 
ecological conserv'ation and 
the government to be more 
active in issuing laws to pro- 
tect Jordan's enviiaimeot, 
which “has a unique beauty 
and tix^KXtance." 

Several wedcs ago. Minister 
of Municipal and Rural Afite 
and the ^vironment Tawfiq 
Fureishai], in a si^ement matk- 
mg iiitexiiationa] Ozone Day, 
mged schools to help foe gov- 
ernment in its effots to raise 


public awareness on proteo- 
ing tbe aivironmenL 

"The society focu^ on stu- 
dents because th^ ^ foe next 
generation, and t^.c^ m^ 
a difference," said foe $6o- 
ety's Media Ckxnmiaee direo 
ta and bead o( the student 
group. Rana Naber. 

Accoiding to Naber: foe 
non-goveromental society, 
which was set iq> in 1995, lak 
year signed an agreement with 
die ItaSan Nfini^ of Health 
and Environment to allow IS 
students to virit Italy for three 
consecutive years. 

The. socie^, «foidt is an 
independent and vdhmiaay 
bocfy, was famed to pronote 
pub^ awareness among 
youth and encoura^ foem to 
take an active role in conn- 
ing the natural enviFoon^l It 
is funded by donations tom 
infoviduals, national ^ 
intematioi^ CNqganisatiois ^ 
membership fees. 


Algeria minister quits, highlights power struggle 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria’s justice 
minister, widely seen as a secularist 
able to deal wifo moderate Islamists in 
foe dirided country, resigned oi Sun- 
d:^, a casualty of what analysts saw as 
a bitter struggle over Algeria's future 
path. 

Mo hammad Adnmi quit foe cabinet 
on malpractice aU^atioos brought 
against 1^ by lawyers. Algeria's state- 
run radio said. 

It added: “He stepped down to dedi- 
cate his fuD time to in court foe 
allegations involving his person." 

The resignation of the 4S-year-old 
fomer stale prosecutor; was tte latest 
act in a struggle ^di has also seen 
made public rare aHegations of comip- 
lion and malpractice involving senkir 
officials ahead of a pfestdential electioi 
due next Fdxuaiy. 

‘It is an interesting indicatioa foat 


Adaml foe brother of Islamist parlia- 
mentary member Habib Adami and 
known as politically dose to [President 
Liamine] ZeiouaL was among those 
singled out by aOegatioos," said one 
diplomaL 

The diplomat said he beliered tbe 
timing was anything but fortuitous. It 
came less than seven monfos befoe foe 
planned poll to replace ZeiouaL a for- 
mergenoaL \rinm diplomats and ana- 
lysts said eadier had efiectively been 
ousted in a power struggle with other 
militaiy generals. 

Political sources said opposition radi- 
cal anti-lsiamist parties been press- 
ing Zeroual to sadc Adami becai^ of 
the doimnant role the justice nunisoy 
has in overseeing elections. 

Zeroual annotviced on Sept 11 he 
was cutting short his mnnrtarp \jy 21 
nxxitiis and would not seek reelectioa 


“Zeioual's decision to announce an 
early poll without him and now tbe res- 
ignation of Adami shows that radical 
secularists in tbe militaiy, in the press 
and in some political parifes are teing 
successful in hitting at tiieir foes," said 
one political analyst 

On Saturday, govenunent-owned 
(xinting presses lefti^ to print four of 
die counby's main independent news- 
papers, saying tb^ must pay off their 
printing ddxs first On Sunday, diree 
ofoer independent newspapers failed to 
^ipear in sohdariiy. 

Tbe analyst said moderate 
in the government had ^^larently been 
behind tbe dedskxi to demand pay- 
ment of debts, knowing the newsp^iers 
could not pay. They used this as an 
oblique way of sbffdng back at die rad- 
icals — shutting do^ mnin dailies 
which are widely supportive of radical 


secularists. 

Critics say Zeroual will leave power 
having made no real progress through 
his ^venunenr — a coalition of mod- 
erate Islamists and caiservadve natiai- 
alists — in denting uneptoyment which 
is hitting more than two million of 
Algeria's neariy six million work force. 
Povei^ has long been seen as helping 
Muslim rebels recruit disillusioDed 
youths. 

The critics also say he foiled to restore 
peace and security as he had prooiised 
when be won ejection in November 
1995. 

Radical Islamists took vp arms after 
foe audiorities in 1992 cancelled an 
election dominated by the Islamic Sal- 
vation Ftoit 

According to ^^fesIen 1 estimates over 
65,000 pe^le have died. 

The {tolitical analyst said: “What all 




TeL 4773UJ-I9 

PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Cartoon — Batman 

15:30 Drama — TheGenieFrom 
Down Under 

16:00 Drama — Neighbours 

16:30 Doc. — Last Frontiers 

17HM .FmcbPrograinnie— Thabssa 

18d)0 J>ama - Wind at 

My Back lEp.lO') 

19:00 Le Journal 

15hl5 French Pnogranune — 
Science ActuaJites 

19:30 News headlines 

19:35 ....Comedy— lltel^ieQiliood 

20:00 JXk.- T he Internet Cafe' 

20:30 3igSkyiEp.l5) 

21:10 - Encounter 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Wronica Gaie 

23:59 - EndofTX 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:20 Jajr 

05:37. (Sunrise) Duha 

11:21 Dhuhr 

1433 ‘Asr 

17:04-.- - Maghreb 

1831 "Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swei&eh, Tel. 5920740 
Assanblies of God Cburcfa Tel. 
4632785 

St Josqfo Cbnith Tel. 4624590 
Terra Chnrdi Tei. 


JORPAI^TMa^iPAItY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


this teQs US is that there is a fierce betde 
g)cug on ahead of tiie poR The pifoBc 
can oily see the of tins in flafoes 
like the lesigiiatioii of a rnmister arid foa 
showdown over foe debt arrears oppos- 
ing the printing presses and daiBes." 

B witan, one of tbe dailies barred by 
foe printing press officials, earlier this 
month quoted imnameri lawyers cast- 
ing doi^ oi Adami's inl^^ily and 
professiaial coo^ieterKe. 

"Adami is unfit to be a jnstice mims- 
ter because of his mcral miscorKkict 
and mismanagement ctf tbe mizdsiiy.’' 
B Watan's froit page stay qiioied 
lawyers as saying. ' 

Tte psqier and duee other dailies last 
week also iqxxted aH^aiioDS made by 
a fooner seonhy official dT com^ricQ 
and brutality moving Zeioual’s top 
adviser and preferred sucoessa 
Mo hammad Bettfomti. 


7^ Airport) (RW) . • . | 


4622366 

AwgBran QlUrcfa TeL 
4624S53/4624811. 

SL A&em Syrian Orthodox 
ChoFcbTel. 4771751. 

A mman Tnter natTftnal Chnrdi 

Tel. 5865897 

nii iii i an. yMlring Kv angrfi ral 

CoDgr^tion Tel. 5688404 
The EvangeUcal Local Cfonrcfa 
in Amman Tel. 5811295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of tlK AiiDUDdatirm TeL 
4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of ftaeiffation, Swei- 
fieh TeL 5920146 
Tbe Uniate Catiioiic Chnnh 
TeL 4624757 

The EngUsb-Laiigiiage Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
EvangeUcal Free Churdi TtL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Chunh 
4771331 

The Armenian Orthodox 
Churdi TeL 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depan- 
mens of Meteorology 


Hne weather conditions will pre- 
vail during tbe day becoming rel- 
atively cool at ni^ Clouds will 
appear at difieiem altitudes and 
winds nonhwesteriy moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds will be iKxtherly 
moderate and seas calm. 


MfaL/Max. tesnp. 

Amman.—..—. 

Aqaba. — 

Deserts...- - 

Jordan VaOey 


LV26 

20/31 

n/29 

.21^2 


Yesterday's high temperanires: 
Amman 25 Aqaba 29 Hunudi- 
ty readings: ALniman 38 per cent 
Aqaba 48 peroenL 

Following are the highest temper- 
aruies expected today in tbe fbl- 
\ovmg areas: 

Ajlam - 22 

Jerash -28 

UnQays - -28 

Madaba 27 

Petra - ,28 

Dead Sea -...34 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Jamal Jbacah 5347351 


Dr. ArafotAIAdihab — 5602507 
Dc Abbas AlHaknn 488S446 

Dr. AymanMnlilasd)——— 4875748 
Firas pharmacy 5661912 

AI Asema pharmacy 5347632 

Nairoukb pharmacy 4623672 

AI Salam pharmacy .—..4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy .4644945 

Shmrisaqi phamiacy .4637660 

Najib phsamacy 5347632 

IRBID: 

I^. MobamniadAlSbari' .7100588 

AI Quds pharmacy 4 — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. HilalAISayyid 3852902 

Khalifeh phann^ .—.—9854 1 7 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre .46371 1 1 

GrilDefenoeDqxinineA 5661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

>4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 199 

RgeobPoGcb 192,4621111.4637777 

Hie Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. .4775131 

Highway Police....— .53434(C 

Traffic Police..- .4896390 

Public Security DqX— -4630321 
Hotel Complaints— ...—5605800 
Price Complaims.— .5661 176 
>^te-&SewiaaEeCcinplaiis 4897^ 
Amman Municipality Complaints 
47S7111 


Telephcxie Informacton (dliecioiy 

assistance) —.—121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs -4623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs.- 5661 1 01 

Jordan Televisi .477311 1 

Radio Jordan . — -.—47741 1 1 

Water Audiori^ 5680KX) 

J. Electrid^ Authority ..5S15615 
Electric PosverCo— .—..4636381 
RJ Flight lnfbrmation....44-53200 
Queen Alia IiuLAijpon -.44-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

The Arab GenBe Tor Heart and Special 

Surgoy 5921199 

Thebbmic.Abdli _S666I3I/7 
Hussein Medical Cerxn? __5856856 

LuzmSa -463019S 

Khalidi Maternity. .4644281/6 

Akileh Maternity- 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Matemi^ 4642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 4636140 

Palestine, Shroeisani 5607071 

ShmeisaniHo^ial 5669131 

UuveisiQ’ Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital .5667227/9 

Al-AhU, Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen...4777101/3 

Al'Basbir. .4775111/26 

Army. Marks L .4891611/15 

Queen Ab'aHo^tal -5602240/50 
Amal Hbsfxtal 4891611/15 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

—(09)900560 

Tbn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Ai Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)99099 

IRBID: 

Hincess' Basma Hospital 

-102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Ai Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

' Princess Haya Hospital (03)3 14111 


FOR IHE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This irybmation is supplied by 
Royal JordaniM {RJ) infomudem 
deparunem at Ae Queen Alia 
Iruemationai Airpon TeL 
{44)53200-5, where U should 
always be verVied. Infitrmedion on 
other flights can be supf^ied on 
phone 44 (52700). 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Joxdnnian (RJ) Flints 


07KJ5 Sanaa (RT) 

08J0 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:30 Damascus (RJ) 

09:00 New Delhi (RJ) 

09:20 ....I>tbai. Abu DhaN (RJ) 

09:55 Beirut (Rf) 

16K)0 — - -.Cairo (RJ) 

lOJO — London (RJ) 

16rf0 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17^45 — — -Kuwait (RJ) 

18:00 Bangkok (RJ) 

18:40 Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) 

21:30 .....j.,..Tel Aviv (add) tRJ) 
02:55 .. JaiuDta, Kuala I umpur (RJ) 

Other Fl ^ts 

09:30 — -.Cano (MS) 

J3:10 Bahrain (GF) 

....Vienna (OS) 

- Doha(QR) 

14^45 Khartoum (SD) 

17^^0 Beirut (ME) 

18KIS Frankfurt (LH) 

*8:45 Dubai (EK) 

21:15 — Jstanbul (SD) 

21:25 — Tel Aviv (LY) 

22:45 .Athens, Beirut (OA) 

00:30 /^nistenjani, Damascus (EKi 

R(^ Wings (RW) 

09:20 Aqaba (arri%ting at QAIA 

and pnx^edmg to Marka Aiipon) 

(RW) 

17H)0 Aqaba. (amving at Mtuka 
Airport) (RW) 

21:15 Tel Aviv (arriviae at 
QAIAl(RW) 

22:25 Aqaba (arriving ai Marka 


DEPARTURES I 

i 

I 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FE^its | 

06:15 Bcirutdtoi 

10:45 -..Frankfurt, London ^ | 
11:20 Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) I 

11:45 ^Kuw^(l^) | 

12:15 Cairo (^ 

19:15 ...—'.Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 
20:15 — — ..3ahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:40 — —.Damascus (RJ 

^:45 — ,-./\bu!Wiabi(IU) 

2^^15 Sanaa (RJ) 

23:10 .—Ifehian (RJ) 


Other Fli^rts 

05:15 

05:35 

06:30 — 

07:20 

lOdO 

14:00 

14:50 

I5d0 

15:45 

19KK) 

19i4B 

22:10 

22:15 - 

01:30 


- Tiannh ul riKl i 

-Larnaca(CY)! 

JarisCAJOj 

— ...-LODdOD (AF) I 

— Cairo (MS) 

Bahrain (<^| 

V wrma (OS) 

:-.Dbba9^j 

-.-..-Istanbul I 

-.JBeirut(ME} | 

Dubai (EWj 

-.—.Tel Aviv (LY) 
.-JQiaitoum(^) 
..Amkerdam 0^ 


Royal Wu^CRWj 

07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Ait] 

/PQA 


(RW) 

08d0 /\qaba (fiom Maka /Urpoi 
(RW) . 

W:45 Td Aviv (fiom qaIA) ^ 
20-JO .-Aqaba ifiioni(2AIA)(Iffl 
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By Kana Husseini 

AMMAN — Police are 
s ea r chin g for the assailants 
responsible for the murder 
of a* supermarket owner 
and ...his son In (he 
Vadpudeb area near Jewei- 
dch on Sunday morning, 
ofiidals said. 

Fa^ Sa’id 46. and his 
I9-s^-old son Khalid 
were found shot to death in 
the' back room of their 
supeiinark^ 

One; official told the Jor- 
dan Times chat the motive 
behind the murders was 
still being investigated by 
police, adding chat “we are 
not ruling out any possibil- 
ities.” 

Another official source 
stated that police were 
looking for an Arab nation- 
al who had re^nedly lived 
with the victims and had 
disappeared. 

According to the source, 
the bodies were transferred 
to A1 Bashir Hospital for an 
autopsy. 

^Victim of honour crime 
was married* 

Meanwhile, investiga- 
dons into the alleged ‘hon- 
our' murder of 20-year-old 
woman by her father on 
Saturday revealed that she 
was mairied, an official 
said. 

Khadijeh A. was report- 
edly stabbed four times and 
had her throat slit by her 
father, who dumped her in 
a ditch in Zarqa before 
tumiog himself in to 
police. 

The victim went missing 
$ve months ago, and a 
tveek later the authorities 
found her and refeired her 
for a medical examination, 
which indicated that she 
was still a viigin. She was 
then released into her 
father's custody. 

The official cold the Jor- 
dan Tunes on Sunday that 
after rejoining her family, 
Khadijeh was forced to 
the second wife of a 50- 
yetu'-old man. 

'‘Last week, Khadijeh 
returned to her family's 
house and informed her 
father that she not like 
her husband but someone 
else,” the source said. 

Enraged by her remarks, 
the source maintained, “her 
father stabbed and killed 
her to cleanse his family's 
honour:” 

Khadijeh was still living 
when found but was 
declared dead on arrival at 
the bo^ital. 



American humanitarian group 
arrives after mission to Iraq 

‘Clear evidence of an ongoing public health disaster’ 


UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT; Hk Ro^l HIgfanes 
dan Presiden?\v«HH Chamberlain, holds talks with University ofior- 

suecia^!^c‘< , , ^ ^ means of creating a division to assist students with 

special needs { University of Jordan photo) 


House to ask Syrian council 
to work for prisoners’ release 


AMMAN (J.T.) The 

Lower House of Parliomeni 
P**^Jpanng a message lo the 
spedcer of the Syrian People’s 
Council demanding that the 
council mcdiaie with the con- 
cerned auihoritics to secuic the 
iclea.se of Jordanian detainees 
held in SsTia, the chairman of 
the House's Public Ficedoms 
Commit^ said Sunday. 

Deputy Mcrfiammad Azay- 
deh add^ that the House will 
a.ti( that the Syrian council 
guarantee chat the doainees, 
many of whom he said ha^v 
been imprisoned without 
being conricted, ai least be 
gven fair trials. 

Azaydeh was speaking at a 
meeting with n^ircseniadves 
of a commitiee grouping reb- 
tives of Jordanian detainees in 
Syria. 

The group picsented Azay- 
deh with a n^x3rt by die hxt- 
don-based oiganisation 
Amnesty InGematioaal detail- 
ing alleged violations of Jor- 
danian pdsoi^rs' human 


righui by die Syrian auihuri- 
ties. 

Amnesty last )ear launched 
elTais to win the release of 
Jordanian, Palestinian, Syrian 
and Lebanese prisoners in 
Syria. 

Amne^ity olBciuLs said the 
(VganUkiUan would supputt 
eflieis by the families of these 
prisonos to win their release. 

Relatives of the Jordanian 
prisoners last wieek staged a 
sit-in near Pariiament to pn»s 
for the release of thdr kin. The 
denumstrtuoni held photos of 
the pri^en, estimated by the 
commitiee represendi^ the 
familie.s at more than 1,000, 
and carried posters demoncUng 
chat (hey be tieed. 

According to Azaydeh, die 
porliameniaiy committee ear- 
lier presented the Foreign 
Mini^ with a cc^ of the 
memorandum. The Foreign 
Minisuy in turn submitted it to 
the Syrian embassy in 
Aininan. the J^ty add^ 

He said Parliament is exam- 


ining the idea of forming a 
committee grouping reUitives 
of die detainees, die Forel^ 
Minist^ and Pariiament to 
help win die jvi suoeis* fdease. 

On Sau^y. infcKm^uion 
Minister Nasser Jud^ 
jountaJi.sLs following a repi^ 
Cal^i session d^ 

Minister Abdul Ibh Kh^> 
has conveyed a message to 
Syria clearly' voicing the ^*- 
enunent’s ^ews. 

Judeh said the messn^ stat- 
ed that the Kingdom d^ not 
iK.*ce{» the d^ention and inier- 
rogaiitm its citizens Nsviitse 
they ore Jtmjaniaa not Syrkui, 
citizens. 

In an interview a daily 
newspaper published in die 
Unil^ Arab Emirates, Prime 
Minister Fayez Taraueh said 
that while Jonlun hosts neariy 
125,000 Syrian iMxkers, Syria 
is detaining several hutkied 
Jordanians. 

He also noted that among 
the detainees are a number of 
government officials. 


AMM.AN iJ.Tl — .An.Aracri- 
can humamtarian ffoup yes- 
teitiay arrived in Anvnan fiom 
their loth mission lo Iraq in 
two years, repoting the edt- 
repeated story m other 
intemationaJ humaniiaiiun 
missions and NGOs since the 
outset of sanctioos imposed in 
1991. 

see clear evidence of an 
ongoing pubbe health disas- 
ter.” Kelii Gurlield, a 
Washii^m-bosed 
dcxior, and membff of \bices 
in the WUdemess. “Medical 
personnel ladt bmic medi- 
cines, resuiODg in wide^xead 
deaths tiom previously neat- 
uble diseases, k Ls wror^ fee 
nations to engage in pc&ties 
that specifically depriw: civil- 
ians access to ha^ medical 
care.** 

The five-member Vbiccs in 
the WikJeme^ delegation 
returned finxn Rughdarl after 
delive^ S^OlOOU wolh of 
medicine medical aid — 
mostly antibiodcs and vha- 
mins — contributed from 
donors in the United States, 
and an S500 wenh 

ci' medicai supplies purcluLsed 
in Jordan threugh the Fraius- 
can Ststers in .AmmarL 

The Icskier of this latiM inis- 
sioQ, Ben Sacks, a Seattle- 
based compu^engineec con- 
ceded ihat this amount is not 


likely to go for in a country 
wtee 4j0() chiUlnm undb- 
the age of five die of 2»tarv aiion 
and disease each month and 
where neuriy one million chil- 
dren are at nsk of acute malnu- 
niikm. both j direct re<u)i ot' 
economk: ^sorkmons, isrcvTiiins 
to L'NICEF. Still, he said, he 
believes the gitiup has impacL 

“Maybe, I ihii^ or 1 hope, 
u c hav c saved lives — ikuens 
if not hundreds," £iid Sacks. 
“That's iinptix even il' we 
don't savr every life and cure 
every disease. One life is 
worth eveiythina." 

'‘NSt also” oy to show people 
that (here are .Americans who 
are willing to do Os much a.s go 
to pri^ to help relieve their 
sufieiing,’' he said, “^\e hand 
oia pan^ihleis everywhere ue 
gu — in ULUS, biLes. hotels 
and restounints." 

Over the lost two yeaiv, 
more than 162 .Am^Lan 
numbers of \bices in the 
V-lIdemess. a non-profiL non- 
govemmcnial oiganisation. 
have volunteered tiii^ time to 
deliver “Ulega!” mctficine lo 
Iraq in violation of L' .S. feder- 
al law, whieh provides fiM* up 
to 12 years in prii»on and SI 
millkn in fines tor breaking 
tlie sanctions. 

They have received media 
coverage in the Seattle area, 
and on their last trip to Bagh- 


dad. CNN cave the organisa- 
tion lour minutes of air time, in 
spite of this, and in spite of 
reports critical of the sanctions 
by both "bU Minutes,” a ptu- 
gramme on the Ameriixm 
channel CBS. and the HarvanJ 
Study Cniup, a team of doc- 
lois and bwyos that released a 
publication ‘ entitled 
Sanctiuned Sutfehng,” there 
seeiiLs to be no intention on 
behalf of the U.S. administra- 
tion to push for an end to the 
sancdojLs and linic indication 
that ordinary .Aniericuas are 
concerned. 

This, said Socks, has to do 
w ith the .American psyche and 
the w-.iy it Ls construeuxi. 

“This LS a voy hanl foreign 
policy Ls.sue fori Americans j to 
deal with,” he said. “Anieri- 
can.s are raised to believe that 
there are evil people, not evil 
actions, and that chose who are 
el'll must be conuoUed, and 
that’s how we iustilv vio- 
lence." 

"fFumier L'.S. Presidcni] 
Gei^e Bush always said that 
the Iraqi people aren't our ene- 
mies," recall^ Sacks. "But we 
have conceded that we used 
depleted uranium to destroy 
eLt'iric power .stations and 
water inlmstructure... we have 
imposed a limit on the amount 
of food lihul Iraq imports 
under the oil-for-food deal]. 


and we see that children are 
dying. This cuntradktv all that 
we have been told, and psof^e 
are beginning to realise iL 

“.A 1m of people don't v\-.mi 
to hear what is ingrained chal- 
lenged, and other pet^ also 
have felt powerIes.s to change 
things," he said. 

But he concluded that there 
are reLcwns for concerned 
.Americuns and suffering Iraqis 
to be optimistic that sanctions 
w ill soon be a thing of the past 

“In Febniaiy and Maa'h. 
when it was clear that the 
udministradon wanted to 
bomb Iraq and that public and 
world opinion were against it, 
and when fU.N. ^'reiary 
General) Kofi .Annan v'lvited 
Baghdad and treated Saddam 
Hus.«^in respectfully, tlua 
mode it impossible and opened 
eyes to what w as going wi,” he 
says. 

.Another Voices mission will 
airive in .Amman im Tuesday 
and depart Wednesday on their 
I7th mission. Sacks said Voic- 
es is also crying to arrange a 
trip to R.iohti»t for Physicians 
for Social Responsibility, a 
group of .Ame^an doctors 
who will host a series of semi- 
nuiN for Iraqi dcvtivs to Ixief 
them on devclopmenis in 
medical practices that they 
othenvise would not have 
access to under sanctions. 


Jazz duo to showcase ‘eclectic’ style tonight 


Case against nine water 
officials referred to court 


By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — The case 
against nine govemmenl offi- 
cials facing chaiges that 
include negligence and 
forgety in connection with 
this summer's water crisis 
has been referred to the 
Amman Criminal Coutl 
judicial sources said Sunday. 

“Amman Prosecutor 
Mohammad Horahsheh has 
referred the file to the court, 
which is expected to set a 
date wdihin the next few days 
to start the trial," the source 
said. 

The nine are Water Author- 
ity Secretary General 


Munther Khleifai, his assis- 
tant Sa'd Bakri, the Water 
Authority's water quality 
director. Ahmad Oleimat, the 
authority's central lobs (firec- 
tor, Hossan Omar, Zai Water 
Treatment Plant Director 
Mohammad Abu Taha. a Salt 
lab health expett, Moham- 
mad Ghonoeim, and the 
heads of the operation 
maintenance and shifts 
departments at the plant, 
Riyad Muhsen, Muniaser 
Zagha and Fateh Rudwon. 

They were all ordered 
detairi^ by Harahsheh last 
month ^t were later released 
on JDl .000 bail each. 

The charges against the 


rune officials will range from 
misdemeanoins to criminal 
offences, the .source said. 

Horah^h latmched a 
probe after leceiviiig a 100- 
page report pepared by a 
special invesdgtuion erxn- 
mission fonned to determine 
the causes behind the wmer 
contamination incidem. 

In July, residents of west 
Amman complained of foul- 
smelling and drscokRtred 
water, which was roosiiy 
pumped to their tanks from 
(he Zai Water Treatment 
Plant. 

The crisis led to ibe resig- 
nation of former Water Min- 
ister Munther Haddadin. 


By Omar Kannf 

AMMAN — Some have 
called jazz "America's clas- 
sical music.” Others con- 
tend that it is the “only 
indigenous .American an- 
form.” No one, however, 
will dispute that jazz lies at 
the bean of American cul- 
ture past and presenL 

Thus the O.S. Informa- 
tion Service, charged with 
bringing American culture 
to countries all over the 
world, has invited the Jazz 
Ambassadors to perform in 
Aounan. At a preview 
Thursday, they dazzled and 
dazed, challenging even 
those well ver^ in the 
vernacular. 

The Ambassadors are a 
duo composed of wind- 
insmimems and guitar. Led 
by the charisraaiic Profes- 
sor Makanda K. McIntyre, 
they petfonn a selection of 
mostly original nines that 
touches on a variety of 
styles from blues through 
be-bop to Caribbean. 

Changing between the 
saxophone, oboe, flute, 
bass clarinet and English 
hom. McIntyre, harking 
back to his teaching days at 
the Boston Conservatoiy of 
Music, intersperses num- 
bers with explanations of 
the instrumenis. showing 




Makanda K. McIntyre Steven Genta Smilfi 


the audience where the 
thumb goes, and why this is 
a single reed or double reed 
insirumem. More than a 
gig. it becomes a lesson. 
But guitarist Steven Gema 
Smith, an e.x-studem of 
McIntyre's and jazz guitar 
greats sudi as Barney 
Kessel, did all his talking 
with bis fingers. 

The mixture is imeresi- 
ing, not only because it is 
unusual. 'Widioui the 
accompaniment of a dedi- 
cated rhythm insinimenL, 
the audience is forced to 
find rhythm in the 
melodies. The tigbmess of 
the interchange between the 
two performers is evi- 


denced in the groove that is 
created, forcing the odd 
involuntary e.xcIamations 
by jazz cognoscenti 
amongst the audience. 

Rhythm, as McIntyre 
explained in an interview 
with the Jordon Times, lies 
at the hean of jazz, but even 
more it is evidence of the 
roots of the music — the 
.African-American commu- 
nity. These roots — like 
most roots, long and twist- 
ed — were planted when 
Africans were taken from 
their home continent to 
work on the plantations and 
later factories of their white 
masters in a slave trade that 
lasted for centuries. 


These .Africans brought 
with them the drum, which 
came to be seen as subver- 
sive. because the slave 
traders would be intimidat- 
ed by the harmony and 
unity that slaves could 
evoke through their drum- 
ming. The masters banned 
the drum, but you can't ban 
rh>ihm, because rh>'thm. as 
McIntyre explains, is Indie 
blood. Taking the • dnim 
away only sensed -to bring 
to the fore the expression of 
rhythm through other 
means: clapping, singing, 
scamng — and eventually 
jazz. 

The freedom jazz creates 
is perhaps the symbol of a 
centuries long revolt. Play- 
ing jazz is about "tntvel- 
iing, going places while 
you play” — the freedom to 
create and invent. The 
Affican-Ametican commu- 
nity was brought to the 
“land of the free and home 
of the brave" in chains, but 
the culture they created, 
and which help create 
American culture in turn, 
was all about breaking the 
shackles. 

Breaking free and letting 
loose is what the Jazz 
Ambassadors will be doing 
tonight at the Terra Sancta 
Cultural Centre in Jabal 
Weibdeh at 8:00 p.m. 


lia.'t 




E1LMS 

* “Prea m p CamKn“ at the French Qdtural G*nins. Jabal WeibcUi at 

&30pLii].ai]d&30pan. ^ ^ 

* -Bounty" at the British Councy. Jabal Amrnan on Tues^ 

6:00 pja 
cniu ip piy r g 

* Lute and CJuiar Duo by Ra'ed Wioshaba arid 
AlFuiiun,Jafaal^bdeh on Tuesday Ott 20 at 7:00 pja 

' Jazz Ambassadors Makanda McIntyre (on iL-inds) 

(on gutor) in a publk concert at the Tcm Sancta Ha^ 

&00 pLia (Sponsored tty American Cema in cooperanon w-ith the 
Natiocal Muse Conservatoiy 1. 

LfCTURES 

*TliePblidesofEcc«CflticRefc»minDcvd^ 
as m Ezanipte'’ by T>. Yousef Man.«wjr ai Abdid 

datiocLJabalAznrmD^JOpjn. Dr. Noha Hommadi 

on O. =0 

(6.-OOpj3(i-8K)Opm). 

off Wadi Sagia Sl until Ocl 31 fTeL 

. BmS of wofe IV P*sdn« 

‘Tfomageio Jerasahm" anexhibffl^ 

ZtiS&’di. an exhibition by ^ 

Nuseibaheiaitkd'TbeFanheflMw^ aiDaiaiAl buim 

dsh, until Nov. 12 (TeL 4643251/2). r^^j^jabalAnmanffd. 

•Goya’s Ciptidirepainm^ 

unrilOct26L «. Mansour at the Jordan National 

* Air of Arab caffigiaphy by Nassar « 

' ^ ^1^' Mi'r^ 


General warns of consequences 
of peace process collapse 


ByAUaA.lbukan 

AMMAN — The success or fulure of 
the wrangling by Palestiiuan President 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli Premier 
Benyaznin Netanyahu at Wye PlantatiCHi 
over the proposed 13 per cent withdraw- 
al fiom the West Bank will impact every 
country in the region, not least of all Jor- 
I dan. 

I If die stalemate in the peace jxocess 
I persists and cppositirei to Jordan's peace 
treaty with Israel mounts, the Kingdom 
could witness ac6 of sabotage and ter- 
rorism. warn^ a senior anxiy <^!icer, 
whose name cannot be published under 
wiiK raty regulations. 

Palestinians and Israelis are currently 
negotiating, with American prodding, at 
the remoe Wye Riv«r conference centre 
in Maryland to oy to break a 20-month- 
old deadlock. 

So far, groups opposed to peace have 
been “unable to generate enough sup* 
port” against die 1994 peace treaty with 
Isi^, the genera) told an interaational 
ooofetence. organised by fte Jordan 
Institute of Diplomacy. 

However, he said, lack of progress m 
the peace process in general and on the 
Paiestinian-IstaeU track in p^cular 
could gradually convert public "indiffer- 
ence’' to outright suRWiT for these 
groups. 

Jordan’s 11 opposition pames and its 
80,000-sirong professional unions, as 


well as other civil society institutions, are 
spearheading a campai^ to halt nornial- 
isaiioD of ties whh Isra^ 

“[If the stalemate continues] acts of 
sabotage, assassinations, and border 
infiltrations can be expected, causing 
threoLs to the security of the regkxi,” said 
the general in a candid highly 
unu^ for tiie country's tradiiio^y 
g^iatded military establiriunent. “Some 
regional «>uniries would be ready to 
suppext such groups with money, 
weqions and ideology.” 

”At the regional level democracy 
based on public saosfecckm is the best 
battier agdnst extremism,” be said 
Jordan continues to mamtain a dose 
wtoch on groups, inside and outside die 
Kingdom, believed to be receiving finan- 
dai atxl military backing fiom nejgb- 
bouring countries, despite the political 
succuses in the seven-year-old Madrid 
peace proc^ 

But officials say the peace process has 
not sdved the security dOemmas facing 
the region. 'Hk gepei^ speaking ac the 
well-anended seminar, agreed dtat the 
peace process has not adequately taefided 
the security dimension of peace. 

'"Despite the political successes 
achiev^ at the early stages of the peace 
jmxess, it has not found a compreh^ 
stve and integral solution to the security 
pre^iem in die Middle East. 

"The peace process in genera! has 
offered partial and incixDplete solutions 


to some seccxidary aspects of the securi- 
ty issue, while substantial security ques- 
tions have been left without freannent. 
pditicaUy and militarily,” he stud. 

Geo-political, sinue^'c and miiii^ 
imbalances persist in the region which 
must be addressed, said die general. 
Even nei^bours, such as Jordan and 
Israel suffer fixxn rignificam discrepan- 
cies, a major factor cOTtribuiing to the 
area's insecurity. 

Jordanian officials have consistently 
called for a “holistic” and axnprehen- 
sive CQipioacfa to security that would 
iacJiide political, social and economic 
factors, in addition to the traditional mil- 
itary inteipretaticKi of security. 

Cte to dxe Kingdom's scarce resources 
and small popul^on, Jordan’s security 
pedtQ' has b^n carefiiiJy crafted on a 
siratt^ of Dcxi-alliaoce, moderation, and 
cooperation, the general said. 

Jixdan has m^taiy ties with some 
countries in (he regioD and Western pow- 
ers. Cboperadon wicb Turkey and Israel 
has come under heavy fire by (he oppo- 
sitiOD. while Syria has accused Jordan of 
entering into an alliance with the two 
countries. 

fit a RgioD where defence budgets rank 
among the highest in the worid, the gen- 
eral said it is nece^aiy to reduce the pace 
of tiie aims race in the area and divert 
arms expenditures to social and econom- 
ic development So far, he added, such 
efforts have feiled. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Princess Sarvath opens exhibition 

AMMAN (Peua) — HRH Princess Sarvath on Sunday opened a 
calligraphy exhibition at the Jordan Crafts Centre. The exhibition, 
enti^ “Ai Aydi.’' will run until Ocl 31. The centre was estab- 
lished in 1979. 

OPEC official meets with educators 

AMMAN (Petra) — OPEC Fund General Manager SayyedAdu- 
lahi visited the Jubilee Sctiiool on Saonday and held talks with the 
president of the schoors steering commioee. Munther ^fasri, die 
school’s principal. Faihi Jarwan. and Noor.AJ Hussein Foundation 
Executive Director Sima Bohous. The two sides discussed means 
of enhancing coqseration between the fiind and the school. 

Tarawneb meets vriffa British general 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh and British 
Oiief of Ifefence Staff Ueurenant General CTiaies Guthrie on 
Sunday discussed miliiaiy corporation between Jordan and the 
U.K. The meeting was by Foreign Minister Abdul Ilah 

Khatib. 

CAA buys safety equipment firom Swiss jGrm 

AMMAN (Pena) — The Gvil .Aviation Authority yesterday 
signed on agreement with a Swiss finn on the sale of right fire- 
fighting en^nes for use at Queen Alia lntemad(xial Aiipoit and 
the Aqaba aaprxT. The Swiss goventmem will cover 40 per cent 
of the JD4.4 milUon cost of tile engines as a grant, while the CAA 
will pay (he rest in the form of a soft loan. 

MuUd, Yemeni minister meet over assistance 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of >^hier Hani MuDd and his 
Yemeni counteipan Ali Hamid Sbaraf on Sunday signed a mem- 
orandum understanding on picMding Yemen whh Jordanian 
e:q7etiise in a number of lechni^ fields. Sfaaiaf said be requested 
Jordanian expertise in modemismg his counoy's water, oieigy 
and electricity infiusuucture. 
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Taiwan’s envoy holds 
landmark meeting with 
China’s president 


BEIJING (AFP) — Taiwan 
envoy Koo Chen-Fu and 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin Sunday held the 
highest-level meeung here 
between the rival sides of the 
Taiwan Strait since they 
were divided in 1949. 

Both sides htuled the 90- 
minute meeting, longer than 
the initial hour which had 
been planned. 

‘The meeting proceeded in 
an atmosphere of a cental 
and free conversation," the 
official Chinese news, 
^ency, Xinhua, said. 

Jiang hop^s “that Mr. Koo 
would continue to make new 
and positive contributions to 
developing the cross-strait 
relations." it added, while a 
Taiwan official smd the two 
men held a “very good dia- 
logue." 

Koo, chainnan of the 
semi-official Straits 

Exchange Foundadon 
(SEF). was accompanied by 
his wife Yen Cho-Yun. SEF 
deputy chairman and secre- 
tary general Shi Hwei-Yow. 
deputy secretary general Jan 
Jyh’Homg and Chang Jung- 
Kung. director of the 
Mainland Affairs 

Department of the ruling 
Kuominrang party. 

The mai^and, however, 
declined to accept SEF’s 
request to let K^g Ning- 
Hsiang, a member of tte 
main opposition Democratic 
Progressive Party, who sits 
in the Control Yuan, 
Taiwan's highest judicial 
body, join the party. 

China, which wants to 
keep the visit as private and 
unofficial as possible, had 
originally wanted it to be a 
meeting between Jiang and 
Koo and their wives. 

The two men have met 
before on neutial territoryoa 
the sidelines of meetings of 
the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) foruoL 

But Sunday's meeting was 
the first on mainl and soil 
between a head of state of 
Communist China and a rep- 
resentative of the rival 
nationalist government 


Koo told a press confer- 
ence after his meeting with 
Jiang that the reason the 
meeting went on longer than 
planned was “because we 
talked mainly democ- 
ratisaiion," describing the 
tallcs as “friendly." 

“Mr. Jiang has his own 
views on democratisation; 
whether it is the world's only 
political system needs to be 
studied." he added. 

Koo admitted democracy 
in Taiwan was not without 
its flaws, but he added: ‘^e 
want to share our experience 
of democratisation with our 
mainland compatriots." 

Earlier Sunday, Chinese 
Vice Premier Qian Qichen 
told Koo the reunification of 
Taiwan with mmnland China 
must not be conditional on 
democratisation on the 
mainland. 

“It is obviously not realis- 
tic for some people in 
Taiwan to preach that 
‘Taiwan-style democracy' 
should be Ae decisive factor 
of the reunification," the for- 
mer foreign minister smd. 
according to Xinhua. 

'Taiwan now practises 
capitalist system ami after 
the reunification. Taiwan 
may retain the capitalist sys- 
tem while the maiulaDd of 
the motherland .practices 
socialist system." Qian said. 

“By reunification, we 
mean to safeguard the state 
territorial iniegrity and sov- 
ereignty. not to argue over 
systems." Qiao said. 

Taipei which argues it is 
the legitimate government of 
all China, has refused to 
accept reunification under 
Communist rule in Beijing. 

But Beijing, which lega^ 
Taiwan as a renegade 
province, has sou^t to 
block Taiwan gaming allies 
on the diplomatic arenau 

''China has intentionally 
created a lot of obstacles to 
our relationship with the 
international community. If 
they continue to do so, that 
will create a lot of negative 
feelings among the Taiwan 
people." Koo told Qian. 


“It will not induce us to 
have a closer relationship 
with ±e mainland," he 
warned Qiao, accordiDg SEF 
deputy chairman Shi Hwei- 
Yow who relayed his words. 

Beijing sought to counter 
Koo's criticism saying at a 
separate news coof^nce 
that Taiwan had to face real- 
ity.; 

'There are 162 countries 
with relations with People's 
Republic .of China while 
only 20 "‘taintain ties with 
TaiwarL This trend will con- 
tinue to develop," said Tang 
Shubei, deputy chainnan of 
China's Association for 
Relations Across the Taiwan 
Straits (ARATS.') 

‘^ian hopes that the 
Taiwan authorities will 
regard the m ainlan d objec- 
tively and bravely acknowl- 
edge the intemational situa- 
tion and really consider the 
interests of the countiy and 
people," he added 
Tte Communist leader- 
ship. which wrested back 
from Tdwan the China seat 
at the United Nations in 
1971, has counter^ any 
attempts viewed as promot- 
ing independence for the 
nationalist island 
In 1995 and 1996 Beijing 
launched wargames in the 
Taiwan Strait after Taiwan's 
President Lee Teng-Hui vis- 
ited the United States on a 
private visit 

It also angrily suspended 
the talks launched in 1993 
between Koo and ARATS 
chairman Wang Daohan in 
Singapore but both men 
reached consensus in 

Shangjiai Thursday to 

resume the parleys. 

Asked about a possible 
su mmi t between Jiang and 
Lee. Koo said “both sides 
have exfHessed their inten- 
ti(xi about a meeting but we 
have to create conditions." 

“The talks can be gradual- 
ly elevated to a summit of 
the leaders," Koo said 
adding that a meeting 
between the leaders “must 
have the su(^rt of the peo- 
ple," 


East African presidents call 
for peacekeepers in Congo 


NAIROBI (AFP) — The 
presidents of Kenya, Tanzania 
and Uganda call^ at a sum- 
mit here Sunday for an inter- 
national peacekeeping force 
in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) and the “order- 
ly withdrawal" of all foreign 
troops fighting there. 

The force should be a neu- 
tral one, serving under the 
auspices of the Oiganisation 
of African Unity «5aU) and 
the United Nations, jnesidents 
Daniel Aiap Men of Kenya. 
Benjamin Mkapa of Tanzania 
and Yoweri Museveni of 
Uganda said in their final 
communique. 

The three heads of state also 
called for an immediate cease- 
fire and troop standi in the 
DRC’s ci\il war. warning that 
it threatened the entire region. 

‘The summit noted with 
grave concern the escalation 
of the conflict, which has 
taken a wider dimension, 
threatening to engulf the 
whole region inclu^g the 


east Afrida sub-region." the 
communique said after cbe 
three presidents met at State 
House in Nairobi for about 
two hours. 

The civil war, which broke 
out when army units mutinied 
in the east of the DRC on 
Aug. 2. is ‘^)iecipitatiDg an 
Influx of refuge^ into nei^ 
bouring countries, the dis- 
placement of populations, 
threats of genodde and 
decline in trade and invest- 
ments." ibe communique 
added. 

Hie summit reaffirmed the 
unity and territorial integrity 
of the DRC, and “the need to 
address the genuine security 
concerns of the countries 
neighbouring DRC.” 

Hie communique called 
for an imm ediate cesS(Uion of 
hostilities: immediate negotia- 
tion of a ceasefire agreement 
and a troop standstill; mea- 
sures to address security con- 
cerns of neighbouring coun- 
tries; security for marginalised 


' grcxqis; oideriy wMidtawal of 
all frmign tioqis; an all-inclu- 
sive politick dialogue; 
deployment of a neutral inter- 
nalioi^ peacekeeping force 
under the auspices of the 
OAU and die Uruted Nations. 

The three presidents also 
expressed suppCKt for efforts 
to end die war by members of 
die Southern African 
Development Community, 
and mandated their foreign, 
regional cooperation and 
defence minis ters to follow up 
Sunday's summit 

Befcrc meeting, the three 
beads of state laid wreaths at 
the she of the August 7 bomb 
blast at the U.S. embassy in 
Naiir^. i^ch killed 213 
p^ple, while a virtually 
simultaneous blast at the U.S. 
embassy in Dar es Srdaam 
killed 1 1 pec^Ie. 

The communique expressed 
their condemnation of tentr- 
ism and called for “concerted 
efforts to combat and eradi- 
cate terrorism in all its forms." 



Senior Taiwan envoy Koo Chen-Fu (left) greets Chinese President Jiang Zemin in 
Beijing, before their meeting which is the h^est-Ievel contact between the two rivals 
for almost five decades. The Chinese President praised an agreement reached 
between Koo, chairman of the semi'^ffidal Straits Exchange Foundation, and his 
mainland counterpart Wang Daohan, under vdiicb Beylng and Taipei will reopen a 
stalled dialr^e (Reuters photo) 

Deposed Malaysian leader says 
Mahathir fears people’s wrath 


KUALA LUMPUR, 
Malaysia (AP) — 
Malaysia's former No. 2 
leader says an easing of the 
conditions of his detention 
was prompted by Prime 
Minister Mahathir 

Mohammad’s fear of his 
countrymen's wrath and 
pressure from the interna- 
tional community. 

In the first statement 
issued since his arrest near- 
ly a month ago. dismissed 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Anwar Ibrahim j^t^ed 
his treatment in prisoiL imit 
vowed that neither he nor 
his reform movement would 
be beaten into submission. 

After be bad organised 
mammoth rallies against die 
government Anwar. 51. 
was taken into custody Sept. 
20 under the internal 
Security Act wlucb allows 
for indefinite imprisonnrent 
witiiout trial. After 24 da^ 
he was placed under a less 
strict form of custody that 
permits access to his 
lawyers and family. 

“The detention was an 
attempt to weaken my 
resolve. They have failed." 
cbe dissident said in the 
statement frrom his jail cell. 
“It is time for change." 

Anwar has alleg^ be has 
suffered irom police beat- 
ings while awaiting trial on 
a number of corruption and 
sex charges. 

In the statement, circulat- 
ed by his wife Auzah Isro^ 
late Saturday, Anwar 
revived hb colls for reform 
and bis attack on the gov- 
enunenL 

“There must be an end to 
the abuse of instrunrents of 
government; we must rid 
foe country of corruption, 
cronyism and nepotism," he 


said. 

Sunday evening, about 70 
people gathered in down* 
town Ki^a Lumpur and lit 
lanterns, announcing their 
solidarity with the ousted 
leader. The peaceful protest 
(Httside the capital's Central 
Mailet came one day ahead 
of a Hindu festival of lights. 

Anwar said Mahal's 
government bad eased con- 
ditions of his detention to 
stem growing public sym- 
pafoy for Anwar and ease 
pressure from abroad before 
Malaysia plays host to a 
summit meeting next month 
of leaders from members of 
foe Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cot^eradoD forum. 

“Hie plan was to get me 
out of ISA detention before 
APEC begins." Anwar said. 

He also accused Mahathir 
of using the security act. 
which was enacted in I960 
to combat militant 
Communists, as a means of 
clinging to power. 

Malaysia's police chief, 
meanwhile, said more 
chafes could be brought 
against Anwar, The Star 
rrewspaper reported Sunday. 

Rahim Noor was quoted 
as saying that an investiga- 
tion into foe activities of foe 
dissident politician was con- 
tinuing. 

Anwar's case drew inter- 
national condemnation after 
he appeared in court with 
bruises and a black eye. and 
alleged be was a victim of 
police brutality. 

Among those sympathetic 
to him were governments of 
^veraJ countries scheduled 
to attend foe November 
APEC summit meeting in 
Kuala Lumpur. The presi- 
dent of foe Philippines has 
not yet confirmed his atten- 


dance. 

Malaysia says the eco- 
nomic forum should not be 
politicised. 

Within Malaysia, protests 
have continued over 
.Anwar's Sepi 2 dismiss^ 
and his subsequent arrest. 

Del^g a police order, 
Anwar's wife, Azizah, 
joined thousands of protest- 
ers demanding Mahathir’s 
resignation Saturday. 

It was foe first protest in 
which Azizah has participat- 
ed since her husband was 
arrested last monfo. Police 
have warned her against 
getting involved in foe 
reform campaign her bus- 
band began. 

Hundreds of people 
rushed to Azizab's car 
shouting “Reforms! 

Reforms!" and “Mahathir 
Resign!" She shook bands 
with some from inside her 
car. The couple's 18-year- 
old daughter, Nunil Ixzah, 
accompanied her. 

Later, police beat protest- 
ers with rattan canes to get 
them off foe streets. About 
140 people were arrested, 
foe Star reported. 

Police f^d a water can- 
non to disperse foe crowd of 
nearly 10,000 protesters 
who bad marched to foe 
palace of Malaysia's consti- 
tutional monai^ demand- 
ing that Anwar be reinstated 
as foe nation's deputy prime 
minister. 

Mahathir, 72, has said be 
fired Anwar because the for- 
mer heir-apparent was 
morally unfi t to rule. Anwar 
has denied foe charges, say- 
ing they were fabricated to 
eliminate the challenge he 
bad posed to Mahathir's 17- 
year-rule. His trial begins 
Nov. 2. 


Typlioon Zeb weakens into tropical 
storm, 12 reported dead in Japan 


TOKYO (AP) — A 
typhoon that cut a destruc- 
tive swath through Asia, 
kiiling dozens and severe- 
ly disrupting transporta- 
tion. we^ened to a tropi- 
cal storm Sunday as it 
crossed over the Japanese 
archipelago and moved 
into the Sea of Japan. 

lyphooo Zeb. which 
■killed at least 74 people in 
the Philippines and 18 in 
Taiwan, was downgraded 
to a tropical storm by 
Japan's Meteorological 


Agency as of 9 a.m. (0000 
GMT) as it swirled about 
150 kilometres west of 
Aomori, a city 576 kilo- 
metres northeast of Tokyo. 

At least 12 people in 
Japan were killed by land- 
slides and weather-related 
accidents and one other 
was reported missing, 
national police said. More 
than 1.500 people were 
forced to flee their homes. 

After coming ashore late 
Saturday in southern 
Japan, foe storm blew into 


the Sea of Japan. Sunday 
afternoon, it was still at 
sea, off the west coast of 
the northern main island 
of Hokkaido. 

Rain, however, was 
heaviest on the island's 
east coast, where lOS mil- 
limetres fell in the 24 
hours up to 9 p.m. (1200 
GMT) in an area about 
SOO kilometres northeast 
of Tokyo. 

In southwestern Japan's 
Okayama prefecture, a 40- 
year-old woman and her 


two school-age sons died 
after a landslide destroyed 
their house early Sunday. 
Kyodo News agency 
reported. 

Another landslide killed 
an elderly couple and foeir 
41 -year-old son late 
Saturday in neighbouring 
Hiroshima prefecture. 

The storm caused the 
cancellation of domestic 
flights, including some 
departing from Tokyo's 
Haneda Airport, and dis- 
rupted train and feny ser- 


idee all across Japan. 

Before landing in Japan. 
Typhoon Zeb devastated 
parts of the Philippines 
and Taiwan late last week. 

Most of the 74 people 
killed in the Philippines 
drowned or were buried in 
landslides. Ten people 
were sliJ) missing as of 
late Saturday and the 
casualty figure was 
expect^ to rise as reports 
come in from isolated vil- 
lages. 

At least 103,000 people 


were forced to flee their 
homes in the Philippines 
because of flooding. Most 
have since returned home, 
but more than 10.000 peo- 
ple remained in 28 gov- 
ernment shelters. 

In Taiwan, IS people 
were dead and up to J 9 
missing after Zeb roared 
across foe island Friday. ■ 

At its peak, Zeb reached 
“super typhoon" stams, 
with sustained winds of 
240 kph and gusts measur- 
ing 29S kph.. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Pinochet’s diplomatic passport 
does not guarantee immunity 

LONDON (AFP) — Former Chilean dictator Auguste 
Pinochet is travelling on a diplomatic pasqwrt which, hms^- 
ever, "does not guarantee" immunity fi»m pnwecuhoo,: 
Home Office minister Ahm Michael said Sunmy 

foreign minisay has said foe pasqxiit gives Pinoa^- 
a retired general and senator-for-life, diploinaoc zmnn^. , 
Pinochet, 82, was arrested Friday at a London cl^, where 
he was recovering firom back suigeiy, on a Spanish 
allegine genocide during his 17-year military rule in Cmte- 
Michael told foe BBC a diplomatic jxisspott “do es not y -‘ 
essaiily convey dtc^omatic immunity. ’ Pmochet appe ariro|^ 
have entered BritaiD “on a passport which does not 
visa," the juiuor minis ter sa^ 'He would have provid ed 

of coming for medical treatment, and there's no leaM 
for foe immigratim aufoexities to step him at that sta g fc^v 
Having arrived and gone into hosp^ there has been 
application from the Spanish aiitiiorines, wfoicb the poooe. 
and the magis trates have to act on witiiin 40 days, and-foe- 
Spaiiish anthnr rries have to give foe details of that ^jpUca-- 
tion," h^faael said. “At that point, the Home Secretary has tp. 
decide whether to allow foe process to cmitinue, be^ssi^ 
aHrting- “ft’s a vcTy clcar process and there's been no 
vention which has been inaj^ir^inate at alL" He wa sa^^i^ ■ 

enfly nrfetrmg to suggestions thi the govetninent ha^^j^ 
its actions on poUti(^ considerations. ' - 

Illegal clinic involved in 
baby organs trade discovered _ 

TIRANA (AFP) — An illegal clinic aflegedly involved in a 
t raffic of baby otgans was discovered in the Albaman cental 
Tirana, the independent daily Koha Jone reported Sunday 
quoting sources from the state prosecutor’s office. Discovery 
of the clinic was part of an investigation on afleged baby-traf- 
ficking from Albania to Italy that bad begun eadi^ this year, 
centred on a suspected ring of siraig^ers of babies, ufoose 
mothers were toU they were stillborn. Fresh allegations of 
'1»by organs trafficking" came foe day after foe Albai^ 
press T^ofted the end of foe state prosecutor's inve^gatim 
of foe illegal traffic of babies to Italy. It remained undes 
whether the balines operated on in tiie illegal clinic survived. 
Their mmiH-r was not immediately knovi^ The dioiewas 
administrated by Albanian doctors and suigeons who “co- 
ated on babies and sent their organs to Itafy," rqxxtedly upoti 
the orders of Italian Mafia bosses, the daily said. “Skil^ sur- 
^ons have out many operations on babies and sold 
foeir organs in Italy, eanting large amounts of money," a 
scn jcff prosecution official was quoted as saying. Sources said 
that most of foe babies were sent to Italy ^ illegal adoptiop- 
rafoer thun <xgan-tzafficldDg. It is believed that many women, 
prompted by foeir povex^. have sold foeir babies to foe doc- 
tors. The “babies scandal," as media named it. became 
known in April when grave diggers in apublic cemeteay near 
Hiana discovered that some coffins, of allegedly buried still- 
boms, woe emp^. 

Germany deports 
75 Kosovo Albanian refugees 

MUNICH (R) — (jeonan police said Sunday they had 
deported 75 Kosovo Albanians who bad tried to enter foe 
countiy illegally, cranuned so tightly into a truck that some 
had nearly suffocated. A police qiofcesnian in foe southeast- 
ern city of Regensburg si^ foe refugees bad been sent bade 
to foe Czech Republic Saturday evening. The migrants had 
attracted foe attention of border police early Saturday by 
sbouting and hammering in panic on foe rid^ of foe small 
truck at a checkpoint on foe Czech bonteL Nmeteen of them 
— including five pregnant women — bad tobetakentohos- 
pital suffering from exhaustion and lack of air. They bad been 
packed into a spaire of just eight square metres. Poliire said foe 
truck bad been virtually airtight and the refri^es — one cf 
the largest canght trying to enter (jem^y Dl^alfy in 
recent years — had disc^ered just in time. The groq) 

was made up of 61 young mea nine women and five <fofl- 
dren. The driver of the rented truck escaped arrest But' foe 
drivers and a passenger in two accompanying cars, all men, 
were arrested. One was a German, another a Yugoslav and 
the third gave no nationally. Many ethnic Albanians fleeing 
figbting in foe Serbian pfoiince of Kosovo seek to enter 
Gennany via foe Czech Republic. Th^ often fall prey to 
unscnj{MiJou5 gangs which chaige thousands of doU^ to 
sneak them over the border. Last July, seven Kosovo 
Albanians were kiUed and 21 injured iriien foeir van, driven 
by a C z ec h, crashed vriiile trying to evade German border 
guards. 

Car thief implicates South African 
police in thefts 

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (AP) — A oonvicied car- 
jacker is accusmg police of having helped him steal ftars and 
of taldog bribes to foil the justice system, a new^pqierrqioct- 
ed Sunday. Xolam Mfrlwana, serving a 125-year 
after pleading guil^ in April to 11 counts afhijackuig and to 
a chaige of escaping from prison, said police esccned 
mjacked cars, arranged for false licence plates and assisted in 
jmllneaks, the Sunday Times reported. Safety and Security 
Minister Sydney Mufamadi plaoned to m eer soon with 
MlDwana to hear his accusteions, foe J^iannesbuig newspa- 
per said. Mlilwana, 25, is foe son of pohee Gen. bffld 
Mlilwana, the assistant crxniiiissimer of in 

Queenstown, a town in eastern South Africa. The 
Mlilwana is encowaging his son to talk. *T have said all I 
is for Xolam to reveal all be knows, anrf at the end of 
foe day the will of God will prevafl," Gw i, Mlilwana was 
quoted as saying. The car thief has, in an affidavit; accused a 
police sergeant of taki^ a 10,000 rands ($1,800) bribe to let 
sbp away from {rison during an earUer arrest befr^ foe 
J^iu^viaioiL MUlwana alleges he also paid 10,000 rands 
g 1 ,800) to another police sergeant to allow Minwana to steal 
ms oiminal files from police headquartets in Johannedxng. 
UK Sunday Times said Mlilwana also alleged ofoer police 
officers had helped him and his accomplices esca» wfth 
a^n by escorting them in vehicles with flashing police 

hgm. Pohee spokesman Jabu Dhlamini confitmed foat 
Mlilwana s allegations were being investigated 

Car crashes into Berlin’s 
most famous landmark 

® but foedam- 
^ ® Brandenburo Gate was real if 

mnm*' shooting a scene early Saturday 

morning wh^ a car was supposed to zip through foe 
aty s most famous landmark. The car spran^m a 
and rammed one of the^^s pillars, 

stone RiliM ^ centimetre chunk of 

light and said the arch’s 
si^cturri inte^iy was not compronused The gate was 

Sin Pn«si£i rulers in foe^ of 

Berlin, and was pan of the Berlin wall until 1989. I 
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VATICAN cm' i.AP) — 
Wiping away a tear, Pbpe John 
Paul n Sunday reflccied on his 
20 years as Poniiff and won- 
dered aloud how well he has 
served the church and whui he 
called the world's longing for 
tnith. 

'Ihe Pontiff looked learv- 
eyed after he hugged, one by 
one. Roman schoolchildren 
ndio had just waved coloured 
scarves in a dance of joy for 
him on the steps of St. flier's 
Basilica. 

The 40 children were pan of 
a crowd of about 75.000 well- 
wishers in sunny St. Peter's 
deports ^ niass to 

^ mark the anniversarv of his 

man rsfup Oo. 16, 197S election lo the 
papacy. 

"After ^ years of ser\’ice on 
~ -V '. Peter's smu on this day 1 can- 
.“■ ■ ” not help but ask myself some 
questions,” the Pope said. 

. “ ■ V,' “Wave you carried out all 


ihiN.' Have you been a diJiueni 
and vigilant master of the lajth 
ot the Chureh?” And. another 
question lo himsell; "Have 
you tried to satisfy llw expeela- 
lions of the faithful of the 
church and also the hunger for 
truth that ue feel in the world, 
outside ot the Church'.**' 

His thin, wlu'te hair tossed fay 
a w arm breeze, the 78-year-old 
Pope o/Vered no answers. He 
looked tired but his voice was 
strong as he thanked people for 
their “precious" support in 
these two decades. 

“The prayer of the pastor 
supports hi.K flock. That's for 
sure. It's also .still true, howev- 
er, that the people's pruyer sup- 
pom he who has the task of 
guiding them,*' said the ailing 
John Paul, who walks with dif- 
ficulty and has u constant hand 
tremor. 

The Pope asked for more 
prayers so that he "may carry 


out Ills mission right to die 
end.” Anrong tlio.se who come 
from tlte Polish Pope's home- 
land for the anniversary was 
Warsaw Cardinal Jozef 
Glemp, who, in an interview 
published Sundtiy in Rome 
dttily La Repubblica. .said the 
Pope had cunsidertri resigning 
in 1981 to help his countrymen 
struggling against 

Communism. 

Asked if it were true that 
John Paul let Moscow know 
that he uus ready lo quit and 
return to Poland if Soviet 
troops invaded his homeland, 
Gfemp replied: “Yes. That was 
a liypuilMsis that in several 
moriK'nis had gruui basis.’* 

Referring to the murtial-luw 
crackdown on the Solidarity 
free trade nKtvemem, Glemp 
added: ‘The Holy Father in 
those days was very troubled 
and uorried about the foie of 
his country. He was ready to 


do anything, evtui leaving the 
leadeNtip of the church in 
order to be able to defend the 
freedom of his counuy." 

Added Glemp; “As we all 
know, naturally, there was no 
invasion, :uk1. 1 believe, thanks 
in pan to the deicrmination 
.show’n by the Pope.” -After the 
Mavs, John Paul again lumed 
his ihoughLs to the value of 
truth. 

"^^\)e to humanity which 
loses the sense of truth, the 
courage to seek it. the faith to 
futd it,” the PqM told the 
crowd. 

Many tourists joining the 
faithful in Sunday’s crowd 
appeared touched by the 
Pope’s appearance. 

“As much as you want to say 
you’re not Catholic, it gives 
you the chills,” said a honey- 
mooner fmm Boston, Ju^ 
Steams. 


^ Serbs say Kosovo guerrillas fighting back 




;es 

.« thefts 


KOMORANE, Serbia (R) — 
Seibian police at a road check- 
pi^t in western Kosovo ducked 
as tracer bullets ripped into the 
nig ht sl^ above their heads from 
two directions Saturday night 
and Sui^y morning. 

‘This has been going on every 
ni^t since we ( Serbia > agreed to 
withdraw police and army ftom 
most poations we held.” a 
police chief said. 

Police and the Yugoslav army 
say they have been pulling out 
of western Kosovo's b^eGelds 
under an a^eement negotiated 
b>' President Slobodan 
Milosevic and U.S. envoy 
Richard Holbrooke. 

The ethnic Albanian separatist 
Kosovo Liberation Army 
iKLA) had previously 
annoimoed a period of “self 
res traint — inteipeted os an 
effective ceasefiie — to help the 


West gain Milosevic's consent. 

But, with 2.000 unarmed 
intemational monitors due in to 
ensure Milosevic is keeping his 
word, fighting has continued. 

Three policemen were killed 
and two vvoumJed late Saturday 
at Oriuie near Mali.sevo. three 
km ftom Komcrane and the 
cheekpoinL 

Thursday, in the same region, 
one policeman was killed and 
three more were wounded. 

Each side blames the other. 
•That's how they (the KLA) 
keep llieir own promise. *rhe 
world is waiting fcH* us lo retuli- 
ate and wQ] then punish the 
Serbs," a traffic policeman ^ 
at Komorane. "The Albanians 
can do whatever they wanL the 
wcwld is pmleciing them," The 
to end eight monifis of 
fighting between security forces 
and the KLA was reached under 


the threat uf NATO air strikes 
agaiasi Yugoslavia, now sus- 
pended until OcL 27. 

The Serbians fear that Ihe 
KLA, which ckiimod conuol of 
up to SO per cent of Kosovo 
before Belgrade pashed them 
buck in a summer offensive, will 
swarm buck into the areas vacat- 
ed by the security forces. 

Thu chedqi^m came under 
fire .several times throughout 
Saturday nighL 

“During Ihe day it's like real 
peace. At night, it’s hell," said 
one policeman who was sup- 
posed U) go home on Monday at 
Ihe end of hLs lour of duty. 

Monday seemed far away as 
auiomulic rillc. sniper and h^vy 
machine gun fire came from the 
direction of the villages of Kisna 
Rdca and Komorane and from 
Lapusnik in the Drenica region, 
forcing policemen to take cover 


every half hour. 

"Fire back only if they come 
with SO to ?0 metres, not 
before," the police chief radioed 
to his outposts. The outposts 
reported that police had been 
driven back from some posi- 
tions. 

Other policemen at the check- 
point complained, "if it was up 
to me I would know bow to fire 
back. I 1 k^ out guys are not 
waiting that long before acting,” 
one said 

Tlie police chief added; The 
KLA haven’t been this close to 
this road since befewe summer. 
Now, after the so-called cease- 
fiio, they are coming to within 
100 metres of here, always at 
lught. They want lo regain con- 
trol of Ous road I don't want to 
think what that would mean.” 


India, Pakistan vow to reduce danger of N-war 


rat 




ISLAMABAD (AFP) — The 
world's newest nuclear pow- 
ers, India and Pakistan, vowed 
Sunday to reduce die risk of 
war and keep up efforts to 
resolve their festering dispute 
over Kashmir. 

The pledge came in a joint 
co mmuni que issued at the end 
of three days of talks between 
the two Belegations led by 
Indian Foreign Secretary K. 
Raghunath and his Pakistani 
counterpart Shamshad Ahmad. 

The hi-aHc of both teams 
stressed the need for the two 
nations to overcome half a cen- 
Uuy of Diutual bostiliw marked 
by three wars, two of them 
over Kashmir, to open up 
opportunities for economic and 
commercial cooperation. 

Admitting there had been a . 
lack of any tangible i»ogress 
on the decades-old dispute, 
th^ nonetheless stressed the 
importance of reluming to the 
negotiating table after nwre 
than a year hiatus and high" 
lighted their jt^i resolve to 
continue the process. 

The next round of t^Iks, 
specifically on tbe issues of 
pfta c e . security, confidence- 
building measures and 
Kashmir, will be held in the 


first half of February, the com- 
munique said. 

Before then the two s»idw 
will meet in New Delhi in 
November to discuss other 
l.ssues such a* miliiaiy con- 
frontation at Siachen Glacier. 
India's Wullar Barrage projwl 
in Kashmir and the territorial 
problem of Sir Creek. 

A report fmm New Delhi 
said commanders of the two 
armies Saiurdav- agreed not to 
irade fin: in Kashmir's Jammu 
resion to defuse border ten- 
sions. 

India's Border Seconty 
Force :ind Pakistan's paramtii- 
laiy Rangers agreed not to 
trade cros.s-border fire in 
Kashmir's Jummu region to 
defii.se tension.^, an Indian 
spokesman said in Kashmir. 

yhe deliberations m 
Islamabad were guided by "the 
shared belief that an environ- 
ment of durable peace and 
securitv was in the supreme 
interes^->f both coimma and 

the region a.s a ubole, the 
communique said. 

“Both sides underscored 
their commitment to redu« the 
risk of a conflict by building 
mutual confidence m the 
nuclear and convenuonal 


fields.” it said. 

The two sides reiterated their 
respective positions on 
Ka^mir in an exclusive ses- 
sion on the issue Saturday. 

Bui they recognised that 
"pcuceful !^cnv:nl of all out- 
standing issues, including 
Jammu and Kashmir was 
essential" for regional peace 
and security, the communique 
added. 

Pakistan has called for a 
U.N.-sponsored referendum in 
Kashmir, hut India says its .sov- 
ereignty over the tfimolayan 
state is inconiesiuble. 

The dialogue. su.spended last 
year, was resumed Friday afier 
India and Paldstan carried out 
nuclear weapons tesb in May 
which heightened security 
fears in the region and around 
the woiid. 

“There Is a clear perception 
in India that a stable and pros- 
peitius Pakistan is in our inter- 
esL" Raghunath said, rc^ond- 
ing lo questions after the for- 
mal suuemeni was read out by 
joint spokesman Tariq Alt^ 
ftom Poldsian. 

Ragunaih emphasised the 
two countries would have lo 
resolve problems bilaterally 
without third-party involve- 


ment but added that "we are 
open to advice and sugges- 
ticxis.'' 

He said the two sides 
e.Kchanged proposals on 
Kashmir, confidence-building 
mea.sures, a\'oiding nuclear 
conflict, developing communi- 
cation between civil and mili- 
iaiy authorities and exchange 
of data and information. 

The dialogue process has 
been initialed to move step-by- 
step toward improving bilater- 
al relations in a 'lealistic and 
pragm^c” manner, he said. 

"It is important that we 
address all issues including 
nuclear and conventional secu- 
rity.” 

Ahmad said the whole world 
was watching for a resolution 
of the Kashmir dispute follow- 
ing the nuclear tests. 

“The world expects us to 
resolve the problems and avoid 
a conflict which will have 
incalculable consequences.” 

The Pakistani foreign secre- 
tary said; "We must strike at 
the root of off problems.’* 

"Simmering embers always 
burst into flames. Had thm 
been no Kashmir dispute 
South Asia would not have 
been nuclearised,” he said. 


Italy gropes its way 
towards new government 


A view of a crowded Sl Peter’s Snuur^ in a - 

four days of celebrations for the 7 «#ii on • “***^*"S a ceremony and a mass held by Pope John Paul II which ended 
pontifi^te humbly Srhir^if a election. The pjpe ushered in the 21st year of his 

decades to serve his church of one million “ ““ *'*" 

After the Poles, Pope marks 
20 years with Romans 


ROME (R t •— Italian politi- 
cians haggled and horse- 
traded Sunday as ex- 
Communist .Massimo 
D'Alema groped his way 
towards formiRg the 56th 
government since World 
Warn. 

Leaders of three small 
centrist Catholic parties, 
including acting Foreign 
Minister Lombertu Dini and 
former President Francesco 
Cossiga, met to discuss 
cixipenuion within govern- 
ment. 

"It seems absolutely fun- 
damental to me that the 
components of the centre in 
this majority work in strict 
harmony,” Dini told 
reporters after the meeting. 

O’AJema. leader of die 
Democrat.s of the Left (DS) 
— social democratic heir to 
the once-mighty Italian 
Communist Party — was 
mandated Friday to cry to 
form a new government 
after acting Prime Minister 
Romano Prodi's udministra- 
lion fell and Prodi failed to 
find support for a new one. 

D'Alema held a first 
round of talks with political 
leaders Saturday and said 
the conditions for progress 
were ihere. 

But he warned: ’The 


framework is complex 
because it’s clear we are 
dealing with political forces 
that have had difl'ereni 
experiences and uill ha\'e 
dilTering ideas about the 
evolution o! the political 
system and Italian democra- 
cy.” D’Alema’s dilemma is 
a thorny one. 

His supporters, the centre- 
left Olive Tree bloc and 
moderate .Marxist party 
Italian Communists, do noi 
have enough deputies to 
form a lower house mujori- 
ly. The added support of 
(Tossiga’s centrist L'DR — 
formed largely of defectors 
from the opposition centre- 
right — would swing the 
sums in his favour. 

But how he will square 
the circle, persuading 
Marxists to get into bed 
with former rightwingers, is 
still unclear. 

If D'Alema succeeds 
where Prodi failed, he will 
become the first former 
card-canyinc Communist 
to lead Italy, though he is 
nowadays more in step with 
leaders ’ like German 
Chanccllor-eleci Gerhard 
Schroedcr or British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair. 

Italy’s inlluentioJ CjihoJic 
Church appeared less ihan 


delighted at the prospect of 
a D'Alema premiership, 
wiih Vatican newspaper 
0.ssen'atore Romano stress- 
ing his hard-lcfi past. 

"Fifty yean, after the 
momenious vicioiy of free- 
dom and democracy over 
Communism, the head of 
state has entrusted the task 
of forming a government to 
a man from the apparatus of 
the ex-ltalian (Tommunisi 
Party', a former secretary of 
the young Communists' 
federation...," Osserv'aiore 
Romano wrote Sunday. 

The archbishop of Foggia. 
Giuseppe Ca^e, con- 
curred. "1 feel i must agree 
with the opposition that 
UDR's membership of this 
new majority is a genuine 
beirayaJ.” The Church criti- 
cisms sparked a storm. 

"We thought Italy had the 
right to consider iLself an 
autonomous, sovereign 
state... We were deluding 
ourselves.” said left-leaning 
daily la Repubblica in a 
front-page editorial. 

•'Osseix'atore Romano's 
'.No' has woken us from a 
dream. We are regressing to 
a past of cnicifl.xes, threats, 
e.Ycommunications, exor- 
cisms against the Saian at 
the aaies.*’ D'.Alema 


brushed off the Osservatore 
comments, saying it was 
not his job to argue w'ith the 
newspaper of a "friendly 
state”. 

Peihaps more worrying 
for D'Alema, however, was 
a squabble over Carlo 
Azeglio Ciampi, the widely 
respected acting creasury 
minister whom Italian 
media said was considering 
refusing to stay in his post 
under the next government. 

Ciampi was said to have 
felt insulted by Cossiga's 
recent comments that he 
was an enemy of the 
Christian Democrats (DC) 
who ruled Italy for half a 
century before drowning in 
a sea of corruption scan- 
dals. Cossiga, who was a 
DC memlxr, apologised 
Sunday, saying he had not 
meant to offend Ciampi. 

The right, meantime, con- 
tinued to insist that 
Democrat of the Left 
D'.Alema was beha%'ing 
undemocraticolly in form- 
ing a government supported 
by UDR defectors from 
opposition ranks. 

“^'e are faced with a 
political immorality that is 
without precedent," thun- 
dered far-right leader 
Gianfranco Fini. 


Taleban retake town from rival 
Afghan commander Masood 


ISLAMABAD (AFP; — 
Tlie TuJeban militia Sunday 
recaptured Taloqan, a strate- 
gic town in northern 
Afghanistan after fierce 
fighting with forces loyal to 
opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood, a 
mjiilia spokesman was 
quoted as saying. 

‘Taleban fighters entered 
Taloqan after a fierce day- 
long fighting,” the hardline 
militia’s spokesman Abdul 
Ahad Jehangtnval told the 
Afghan Islamic Press (AlP). 

‘'^e Taleban are in com- 
plete comral of Taloqan and 
Its airport,” Jehangirwal 
said, adding fiirther details 
of the offensive were await- 
ed. 

There was no immediate 
independent confirmation 
of the report. 

The city has changed 
hands in the recent past. 
Masood loyalists were dri- 
ven out of there during the 
Taleban '.s summer offensive 
in northern Afghanistan. 


But Saturday they flushed 
out Taleban troops from the 
strategic town located near 
the Tajikistan border. 

AIP said the Taleban 
launched the offensive 
around 11;(X} a.m. (06(X3 
GMT). Masood forces put 
up “tough resistance” but 
were compelled to flee after 
seven hours of heavy fight- 
ing. 

Casualties were heavy, 
AlP said adding mure than 
SO soldiers were killed on 
both sides. 

The Taleban launched the 
offensive with some 600 
fresh fighters despatched 
soon ^er rival troops 
entered the town on 
Saturday, it said. 

Taloqan. the capital of 
northeastern Takhar 
province, has been a tradi- 
tional base for Masood. It is 
considered vital for his 
forces as it controls their 
supply artery to Masood's 
bastion of the Panjsher val- 
lev and the areas north of 


Kabul. 

Earlier opposition sources 
said Taleban fighters 
launched a coordinated 
attack late Saturday from 
Ghorband and Nejrab dis- 
tricts against Masood's 
troops in nonbem Parwan 
and Kapisa provinces. 

'The attack through 
Ghorband has been 
rebuffed. But heavy fight- 
ing is still going on in 
Nejrab,” ' opposition 
spokesman Mohanmiad 
Aref said. 

Masood is the last obsta- 
cle for the Taleban's ambi- 
tions to take the whole of 
Afghanistan, some 90 per 
cent of which is alre^y 
controlled by the religious 
militia. 

The Taleban overran 
northern and central 
Afghanistan in the summer 
routing the forces of ex- 
Communist general Abdul 
Rashid Dostam and Shiite 
Muslim leader Abdul Karim 
Khaiil. 


Volunteers use trucks 
to save whales 


HOBART. Australia (AP) 
— Volunteers used trucks to 
save six stricken whale.s 
Sunday, while dozens more 
died after becoming stuck in 
.sballow* warers “ "Off' 
Australia’s southenz island 
of Tasmania. 

A pod of about 100 pilot 
whales hit trouble near 
Blackman’s Bay and 24 
died. Later, M whales 
beached farther north at 
Orford, and most perished. 

Those saved by the trucks 
were carried 45 minutes by 
road to be released into the 
open sea. 

The drama began 
Saturday rooming w'hen 56 
whales, the biggest nearly 7 
metres long, beached them- 
selves at Marion Bay. 

Aside from 21 that died, 
rescuers managed to get the 
rest out to sea to join the 
large pod, usbg boats to 
mm back any that tried to 
return to shore. 

Rangers also took a whale 
calf into deeper water and 
turned its head toward shore 
in the hope that its distress 
colls would attract others. 
Four adults came. 

'Tve never seen this tech- 
nique iLsed before but it got 
at least four back out,” 
Tasmanian Parks and 
Wildlife Service director 
Max Kitchell said. ”We 
learn something each time 
with these strandings.” But 
instead of heading to tbe 
safety of open sea, the 


reunited pod turned toward 
the narrow entrance of 
Blackman’s Bay Saturday 
night. 

Despite efforts to head 
“ftienr off,- about 50 -beeame • 
trapped in shallou' water, 
wallowing helplessly. 

Nine b^ame stranded on 
a sand bar where three died, 
and tbe rest were moved 
back to sea at first light 
Sunday. 

Rangers decided to truck 
them to Eaglehawk Neck, 
where they could be 
released into open sea. 
Calves were lifted on to 
trailers and driven off. 

Hydraulic lifts on the back 
of flatbed trucks had to be 
used for the adults, which 
were lowered on to foam 
manresses, covered with 
sacks and strapped down. 

During the drive, five \ ol- 
unteers rode precariously 
on the truck’s bock, contin- 
ually sluicing the whales 
dou'n with buckets of water. 

At the end of one drive, 
one whale heav'ed and 
almost went over the side of 
the truck on to a concrete 
launching ramp. 

Pat Oeprez, one of the 
volunteers who stayed with 
a whale throughout its truck 
rescue, said it was agitated 
when he first reached it in 
the water at Blackman's 
Bay. 

But it calmed down as it 
was moved closer to other 
whales and they could talk 


to each other. 

“If it got a bit distressed 
(on the truck;, we'd give it a 
pat and that seemed to help 
it,” Deprez said. 

•• A group jof.. surfers also 
helped with a couple of the 
stronger whales. 

Andrew Campbell twice 
pushed, cajoled and swam 
with a whale until it was 
back in open water. 

“It was very hard at first 
but once the whale got into 
deeper water it quicldy reju- 
venated and then I hung on 
and went for the ride," he 
said. 

“If it went off course. I'd 
give it a push. It seemed to 
know what 1 was trying to 
do. Anyway it always 
responded.” Campbell 
stayed with each whale until 
it was well beyond the 
mouth of the bay. 

Then came the news from 
Orford, 20 kilometres to the 
north, that more than 60 
more whales had beached 
themselves there and most 
of them had died. 

"Then just as we Chink 
we've got it under control, 
we get "a kick in the guts,” 
Kitchell .said. 

He didn't know if the 60 
that beached there were part 
of the some pod. 

He said all but about 10 
were dead by the tune 
rangers reached them, 
which suggested they had 
been ashore for some time 
before being found. 


Blair 
to meet 
parties on 
N. Irish 
arms row 


LONDON (R) — British 
Rime Minister Tony Blair wW 
bold separate talks Monday 
>^ib NcKthem Ireland’s First 
Minister. Daxid Trimble, and 
Sinn Fein's Martin 
McGuinness in a bid to end a 
row over dfsanruunenc. a gpv- 
emmem spokesman said. 

He said the gen'emment 
believes the Nobel I^ace Prize, 
which was awarded last Friday 
jointly to Trimble and leader of 
the modeiaie national SDLP 
leader John Hume, would act 
as a ^xir to make more 
progress on the problem. 

Pro-British unionists want 
Irish republican guerrillas to 
start handing over their 
weapons before their Sinn Fein 
allies are aliou'ed into 
Nordiem Ireland's neu' gov- 
emmenL 

But Sinn Fein has said it is 
not within its power to force 
the Irish Republican Army to 
give up its we^ns at this 
stage. 

Under the terms of the Good 
Riday political seolemem, 
guerrilla groups have o years 
to hand over all their weaporcs, 
but no start date is 

The row has cast a dark shad- 
ow om the peace process 
u-hich and Blair wants 
lesoh'ed as soon as possible. 

•The Prime Minister will be 
pressing the issue and dying to , 
crack it.” a Downing Street 
qx^tesman said. 

Sund^, Trimble said that 
peace was coming too slowly 
to Nextbem Ireland. 

Writing in Sunday's 
^ssiffver newsptqKT. Trimble 
blamed pro-Briti^ unionists 
obsessed with "sectarian dog- 
fights" as uell os republican 
guerrillas uiio refiise to lay 
down their aims for the slow 
rate of progress. 

"Nonhem Ireland is moving 
slow'ly towards peace. Too 
slowly." Trimble, who is also 
leader of the Ulster Unionist 
flirty. Northern Ireland's 
largest political grouping, 
uTOte. 

He sud the Nobel Peace 
Prize was no guarantee oL. 
peace when the KA and other 
gueirilla groups were retaining 
their arms and explosives 
despite the fqrpeals of “evety 
ccmsistenlly (kmocnnic player 
on tbe island of Ireland”. 

‘Those who have petpenai- 
ed violence cling on to their 
wetqjons of war tenaciously in 
tbe face of ffiat consistent (xes- 
suie,” Trimble wrote. 

"It is the duty of democtats 
iKX to accept the ‘leali^' of 
their refusal to Ixeak irrevoca- 
bly with the past but to articu- 
late again a^ again the clear 
pc^ui^wiU.*' 
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Justice overrides 
diplomacy 


THE ARREST of former Cfufean President Augusto 
Pinochet in London by British police acting under a 
Spanish extradition request puts tbe issue of diplo- 
matic immunity in (he spotlight Spedficaliy, the 
question is whether such immum'ty should protect 
people chained with crimes against humanity from 
prosecution or. at tbe very least an accounting of 
their actions. While Britain has said the arrest faUs 
within the framework of the law, the Chilean gov- 
ernment and array have rejected the detention, citing 
the “diplomatic** passport that JKnochet was carry- 
ing while receiving medical treatment 

.After coming to power in the violent 1973 coup that 
left Chile's democratically-elected President 
Salvador AUende dead, thousands of people were 
arrested, tortured, murdered, executed or “disap- 
peared.** Many more thousands of dissident Chileans 
were forced into exile for fear for their lives. When 
he finally stepped down in 1990, he took the *'sena- 
tor-for-life** seat he created for himself onder the 
1980 constitntion and benefited from other laws, 
including an amnesty coverii^ crimes before 1978, 
by which time the most public of these brutalities 
were completed. 

Several problems Immediately arise with 
Pinochet's status as a ‘^plomat" First, is he even 
entitled to diplomatic immuni ty? Military coups are 
not generally recognised by tbe international 
munity as legitimate. The constitution under which 
he received this immunity was drafted under his 
regime. Can one person confer upon himself diplo- 
matic Immunity? 

Second, even if it is granted that IMnochet can enjoy 
this privilege, there is a clear contradiction between 
laws exempting war crimes, crimes against humani- 
ty and genocide from immonity, incloding the pro- 
tection accorded by statutes of limitation on foeir 
commission, and the liberal interpretation of diplo- 
matic privileges. Such categories of crimes cannot 
and should not be protected by any l^al regime, and 
when in doubt or when there is a conflict of laws, the 
overriding interest of prosecuting and punishing 
people perpetrating such heinous crimes should pre- 
vail over diplomatic considerations. 

Finaily. Pinochet was not even on a diplomatic mis- 
.sion or accredited to Britain at the time of his arrest 

AiTording diplomatic protection to people accused 
of grave breaches of human rights would make a 
mockery of international efforts to eradicate or com- 
bat such violations. If a diplomatic passport were all 
that was required, no human rights violators would 
ever face justice. Diplomatic immunity was never 
intended for these purposes, and if tbe Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic and Consular Privil^es 
and Immunities lead to such an unfair and absurd 
result it is then overdue for a review. Suspected 
criminals should not be accorded protection no mat- 
ter what passports they carry. Pinochet's arrest was 
the first step. Action must now be taken to ensure 
that he answers for the crimes that were conunitted 
under his regime. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra'i's Fahed Fanek discussed the appointment of 
Ariel Sharon, the leading hawk in Netanyahu's cabinet, 
as minister of foreign affairs. Fanek was undecided as 
to whether to be optimistic or pessimistic on the sudden 
appointment of the hard-line leader. A quick review of 
Sharon's history indicates that the possibility of prod- 
ding the Israelis and the Palestinians to speed up the 
lagging peace talks on the long overdue peace process 
will be lessened. Sharon is an extremist right-wing 
leader, who i.s responsible for the Sabra and Shatilla 
massacres which took place in early eighties, but 
according to Fanek, this could be the key to selling the 
over-all deal to the far-right nationalists who dominate 
the fragile ruling coalition. Sharon is similar to the for- 
mer Israeli Prime Minister Begin who managed to con- 
vince the Israelis to withdraw from Sinai, said Fanek. 


Al Dustour’s Kheiri Mansur criticised President Bill 
Clinton for i$.suing a warning to the Palestinians to 
moke progress in the long-awaited talks with Israel. The 
United States has threatened to quit sponsoring the 
peace march if the talks currently held in the U.S. col- 
lapse. Mansur said the Palestine National Authority will 
be the real loser if talks collapse, because it is tbe weak> 
er party. He said it is unfair that the world’s major 
power exerts pressure on the Palestinians, while it is 
Israel hindering the talks. According to Mansur, Israel 
will benefit if the process dies, because their situation 
will stay os it is and PNA's situation will worsen. 
Mansur claimed Israel believes in tbe concept of secu- 
rity for land, not peace and it would never allow the 
cmeroence of a Palestinian state. 


The Four Ps: The tourism alphabet 


A FORTNIGHT ago, the minister of tourism gave an 
excellent presentation at the Orthodox Club in which he 
described tbe development strategy of the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities as to include the ABCs 
(Advancement through Better Communications — if I 
recall comsctiy) and the 'Three Ps (product, pec^le and 
promotion) of tourism." Being a fan of the Ministry of 
Tourism, and committed to the belief that internal tourism 
must be encouraged, I would like to introduce yet anotii- 
er set of letters, the Four Ps (product, price, place, pro- 
motion) of advertising, in relation to tourism in Jordan. 

Usually, to assist with marketing planning and advertis- 
ing of a product, the message is communicated tiuough 
the delivery of the widely known Four Ps. which are: 

• Product: Refers to the physical ^tributes of the prod- 
uct that is being offered. In the case of tourism, the mes- 
sage sent to tourists about Jordan should heighten the 
splendour and magnificence of Jordanian tourist sites and 
play up the distinctive characteristics they possess. This 
can be done first through vivid images of such sites and/or 
descriptions that appeal to the imagination and desires of 
the tourist. 

• Price: The price or cost of a visit to Jordan encom- 
passes not only the cost of the trip, but also tbe quality of 
the experience. A low-price tour may also generate, albeit 
incorrectly sometimes, low quality images; tiie reverse is 
also true. However, charging exorbitant prices, possibly 
due to inherent inefficiencies and non-competitive behav- 
iour, would lead to short-term bonanzas and long-term 
disasters; repeat business becomes forfeit and low-income 
tourism is lost Word of moutii is the che^>est, yet most 
difficult media campaign to launch — bad experiences 
with a tour would lead to no tours. Therefore, the price of 


the tour must be properly focused on whomever tbe pro- 
motion campaign is targeting. In tbe case of Jordan, tte 
price would emerge from the cooperation or lack of it 
among the Ministry of Tourism, Royal Jordanian and 
other carriers, tour operators, travel agents, tour guides, 
restaurants, hotels, tour book and map publishers, and 
site- and visa-fee collectors. Inefficiencies in the chain of 
production lead to price distortions and negatively impact 
the image that Jordan is advertising. In tbe case of Jonian 
and Syria, inefficiencies created by allied monopolistic 
practices and bureaucratic red tape have led to the over- 
pricing of tours in conntiies that are basically inexpen- 


• Place: Place involves the distrilnitioa channels of a 
product How the product is distributed speaks volumes 
about the product itself. Further, w'here and how a prod- 
uct is presented reveals the target group of the mai^ter. 
To ensure that Jordanians do not think of Jordan as a place 
where they drive die children to a gras^ knoU on the side 
of Airport Highway to grill some meat and watch the chil- 
dren play for a couple of hours and leave their garbage 
and waste behind thus taxing the economy instead of con- 
tributing to it, the second third “Ps," price and place, 
need to address the Jordanian segmenL 
Tbe local Jordanian tourist is a market segment that 
needs to be developed. Local tourists would typically use 
their own vehicles to visit touristic sites and would 
require a decent, relaxing, short-term, non-pricey experi- 
ence. This tourist segment foregoes travel agents and tour 
operators; they would travel in renmd or their own vehi- 
ctes. Many Jordanians would like to travel to sites other 
than Petra and Jerasb — Jordan has hundreds of thou- 
sands of other sites to choose from, each with a unique 
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The appointment of Sharon: 


Things to remember 


By Fasca) B. Karmy 


WHAT IS the purpose bdund the qipointment of Arid Sharon as 
the hsad of tbe IsiaeU Mmistiy of Fotei^ Af&irs. It is kiiQiwn tiiat 
be fiercely opposes the Aiuedcan initiative of a 13 per cent with- 
drawal of the Israeli army fiom tbe West Bank. Does his aco^ 
tance of the s^ifxnntnieat mean that be has now gone back on 1^ 
suggestion of a nine per cent withdrawal as pn^)osed by him late- 
ly to srane top Paies&^ leaders, and that no finfiier withdrawals 
\rill be effect? Accotdin^y shall there be no durd stage of with- 
drawal as envisaged by ^ accords irede between Israel and 
Palestinians? 

Inienially, that is to say as regards Israeli internal afi&trs, h may 
be diat Netanyahu txoi^t Sharcxi to die cabinet as minister 
foreign afiaiis in order to exclude him fiom conpeting with him 
for tbe election as the head of the Likud f^ny a^ subsequently 
his candidacy for tbe prime ministeisbip. There is no doubt, how- 
ever, that Sharon's ^^xiintment will h^ far-reaching effects on 
the peace process not only between Israel and tbe Palestinians, but 
also on tbe n^otiatkxis between Israd and Syria if tfa^ ever take 
place. Sharra is kno^ to be an extremist li^ win^ fliat is to 
say the *1iawk" of the likud Plarty, and thus in tbe qnraon of 
some wnteis, no goodwill can come exit of his appcdnhnent; on 
tbe contrary be will be a s tumbling block in tbe ^vay of peace and 
cause die collapse of die peace process. In my hurdle opin- 
ion. his typo intme nt will be used W NetaiQrahu as a means to 
reast furd^ wifodrawals exceeding 10 3 per cent Hofwever. 

one should hqse that.tbe Plantation summit will ultunatdy 
bring peace to tbe area and not tbe collapse of peace. 

Having said tbe above let us review veiy cursorily some of 
Sharon’s actions towards the Falestinians. There ate two dramat- 
ic events in which Shanan played an active ide. narndy the Qibya 
killing in 1953 and tbe Sobia and Shoiilla massooes in 1982. 

In 1953Sbaionwas^7pointBdasdieooDiniaDderofUnit 101 
in the Israeli army. The -killing of ^1}ya inhabitants on October 
14, 1933 was a rejmsal for the killiiig a grenade of a mothCT 
and two childroi near tbe setdement of Yahuda. Tbe hfi.xed 
Armistice Commissioo which was part of the UX peaoekeqxng 
machinery had roundly condemned tbe Idlliirg and ev'en the 
Jordanian delegates vot^ in favour of the resolution and took it 
upon themselves to prevent sudi laUing in the future. After the 
go\'erament of Jordan asked for bloodhounds to trade down the 
Jcxdanian criminals (the West Bank was tiien a part of Jordan), it 
was nevenheless planned by tbe Israelis to massacre at nig^ the 
sleqnng inhabitaiits of Sharon led the Unit 101 whkfi 
dynocnited dozens of bouses. 

Tbe United Nations Mi^ary Observers who reached dte village 
two hours after the Israeli co mmand os bad left described tbe sit- 
uation as follows: “Bullet-riddled bodies near tbe doorw^s and 


multiple hits on the doors of tbe demolished bouses indicted foat 
the iohalntants had been forced to remain inside until their homes 
were blown up over them." Witnesses were unifbrm in desctil^g 
tiieir experience as a night of hoaoL Sboy-SK men, women and 
children were indiscrirninately killed in tiiis hmible operation 
under die command of Ariel Sharon. 

The other feat perpetrated by Sharon is tbe invasion of Ldranon 
and the subsequent massacre of Palestinians in the Sabra and 
ShatiDa can^ in BdiuL Israel's war of 1 982 in Lebarxm was not 
waged for security, nor in self-defence, nor in retaliation: it was 
waged in execution of Israeli policy to destroy tbe Palestine 
Liberation Ot;^nisation (FLO) and to annihilare ifae Palestinian 
national movemeoL Tbe war was in fact planned several months 
before it was launched. On October 14. 1982 Ariel Sharon who 
was dien Israel *s defenoe minister and architect of die war told die 
“Jerusalem Post" that be had be^ jdanning the Lebanon opera- 
tions since be tO(^ office in 1981. In his book 'The LcngestVl^" 
Jac(^ Tmiennan. a Jewish writer, described the war of 1982 as 
“one whose preparation was known to eveiybcxiy, whose neces- 
sity was never demonstrated and whose reasons were febricatedL” 

One of the objectives of tbe Lebanese war was to expel the 
HLO. its armed forces and the Palestinian refugees ficxn Ldianoa. 
Tbe Israeli army had succeeded excq)t that it could not move the 
Palestinian lefogees from Ldianon. Instead it encouraged 
Ldxinese Ealan^sts to massacre dxiusands of tb^ in tbe S^xa 
and Shatilla canqjs in BeiniL Suffice it to mention here that after 

an agr^ment been reached between Israeli military 
and their Lebanese allies, dnee units of 50 fj^npy miKtiam en 
entered the camps of Sabra and Shatilla and kiUed defenceless old 
men, women and children for 40 bouts aided at oighi by flares 
fired ly the Braeli anny. Monis Dr^ter, tbe UiS. envoy to 
Lebanon, addressed Defence Minis ter Sharon as follows: **You 
must stop die massaoe. They are (foscene, I have an officer in the 
carap counting the bodies. You ought to be ashamed. The situa- 
tion is rotten and terrible. They ate killing duldren. You are in 
absolute conuol of die area, and therefore, lesppnaUe fra that 
area."- 

Tbe Israeli Commissirai of Inquiry on the massacres held that 
Israel is iodifectiy respoosible for the killmg. that Sfiaron as 
defence mimster was reqxnisible in dedding to have die 
Ldianese Falangists enter the catrqjs and in disre^sding die dan- 
ger of acts of vengeance by them against the retirees. M a result 
Sharon was dismissed fiom his post coucse there were other 
Israelis who were responsible fra the kfrimg Hke Rtqdiael 'Qtan. 
the Israeli chief of st^ and tbe direct cranmandra of the Israeli 
anny units surrounding the camps of Sabra and Shatilla. 


and positive allure. The span of the trip would be a day or 
a da?^d a half — most of the work force enjoys or dt^ 
not enjoy, a one-day weekend. Therefore, there should 
no wasted time on the road in search of ates; arar all, 
they have no tour guides or experienced ws ^Yers to 
cuide them, they are on their own. They should be pr^ 
vided with detailed maps such as those pubhshed m this 
newspaper complement of archaeology buffs, which 
in a detailed mann er how to get by car to these Father 
unknown sites. Or better yet, maps should be published 
on the many Web sites of tbe different mimstnes and 
organisations at no cost and thus made available to most 
Jordanians — tiiis is only one among many other co^ess 
sug<’estions that would encourage the creation of in^- 
jAfrian tours. This is also important to many of the foreign 
backpackers and non-tour travellers who want to come to 
Jordan but are afraid of being lost in a no-m^. no-road 

sign dilermna. . . 

• Promotion: Promotion includes not only ac^ernsmg 
but also the verbal, auditory and visual mformation com- 
municated about the product by its marketers. In the case 
of Jordanian tourism, brochures, press releas^, maps, 
sales pitches at conferences, and statements on air tickets,*- 
songs, jingles, etc. are all components of the advertisers* 
tool kit. 

The timely implementation of the Four Ds (Define, 
Distinguish, Deepen, Defend) of marketing. Four Ps 
(Product, Price, Place, Promotion) of advertising and the 
Three Ps (Product, People, Promotion) and ABC 
(Advancement through Better Communication) of the 
Minis try of Touiism will significantly contribute to the 
creation of touiism, Jordan’s most important industry. 
Let's not wait too long. 


To end famines, 
tty democracy 
and a free 


press 


Amartya Sen has been 
awarded the 1998 Nobel 
Memorial Prize in Economic 
Science. 


THE AVOIDANCE of such 
economic disasters as 
famines is made much eas- 
ier by the existence, and the 
exercise, of various liber- 
ties and political rights, 
including the 
liberty of free : " ; 
expression. 

One of the • 
remarkable .'-i 

facts in the ter- ■ V 
rible history of ^SUbS 
famin e is that 

no substantial fh'inir 
famine has TalTllf 

ever occurred 

in a country 

with a democ- i 

ratic form of OCCUi 

government 

and a relative- a cc 

ly free press. - , 

They have . y//] 

occuii^ in • 
ancient king- d&mt 
doms and m 
contemporary ' fcin 

authoritarian , • * 

societies, in 
pmmtive tribal 
communities 

and in modem ... aPi 
technocratic *. 

dictatorships. 'POla 
in colonial • - 
economies tPOQ ] 

governed by • • 

imperialists 
fr-om the north 
and in newly 
independent countries of 
the south run by despotic 
national leaders or by intol- 
erant single parties. 

But famines have never 
afflicted any country that is 
independent, that goes to 
elections regularly, that has 
opposition parties to voice 
criticisms, that permits 
newspapers to report fireely 
and to question the wisdom 
of government policies 
without extensive censor- 
ship. 

The link between politi- 
cal rights and economic 
needs can be illustrated in 
the specific context of 


‘No 

substantial 


famine has 
- ever 
odcurred in 
a country 
with a . 
democratic 
form of 
goyefnment 
and a 
relatively 
free press’ 


ed that the Chinese famines 
from 1958 to 1961 killed 
close to 30 million people, 
which is 10 times more 
than even the gigantic 1943 
famin e in British India. 

The so-called Great Leap 
Forward, initiated in tbe 
late 19505^. was a massive 
fiiihire, but the Chinese 
government refused to 
admit it and 

r“:. r continued 

dogmatically 

, to puraue 

<0 much the same 

disastrous 

antial policies fra 

three more 
Q hfiQ years. It is 
hard to imag- 

pr foe that this 

could have 

raH in l»appened in a 
C7LI III country that 

iniry polls regularly 
and has an 
la.. independent 

press. During 

cratic thar terrible 

calamity, the 
7 of government 

faced no pres- 

^rYlonf sure fiom 
III Id II newspapers, 

•4 Q which were 

• ^ controlled, or 

wolw 

Vdy non parties. 

. which were 
ress not allowed to 
exist 

The lack of a 
free system of 
news distribu- 
tion even misled the gov- 
ernment itself. It believed 
its own propaganda and the 
rosy reports of local party 
officials competing for 
credit in Beijing, fode^, 
there is evidence that just 
as the famine was moving 
towards its peak, the 
Chinese authorities mistak- 
enly believed tiiey had 1(X) 
million more metri^ tonnes 
of gr^ than they actually 
did. 

These issues rem^ rele- 
vant in China today. Since 
the economic reforms of 
1979, official Chinese poli- 
cies have been based on the 


t^e prevention by con- ^knowledgement of the 


The HTirer was an alvocate in Palestine in 1944 and, jbr.mana years, 
legal c^icer at UNRWA headquarters in Beirut and^ama. 


sidering the massive 
Chinese famines of 1958- 
1961. 

Even before the recent 
economic reforms, China 
had been much more suc- 
cessfril than India in eco- 
nomic development The 
average life expectancy, for 
example, rose in China 
much more than it did in 
India, and weU before the 
reforms of 1979 it had 
already reached someihing 
like the high figure — near- 
ly 70 years at birth — that 
is quoted now. 

And yet it is now estimu- 


importance of economic 
incentives without a similar 
^knowledgement of the 
importance of political 
focentives. When things sp 
reasonably well, the disci- 
plinary role of democracy 
niight not be greatly 
missed; but when big poli- 
cy mistakes are made, this 
lacuna can be quite disas- 
trous. 

The significance of the 
democracy movements in 
contemporary f!hina has to 
be judged in this UghL 


atar 


rak 




— International Herald Tribune 
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Karak Plateau Project launches multi-disciplinary 

nature of past and present 


„ . » „ orticles on ihe 

karak Resources Project: today review, 
the overall goals and 


initial 


survey 


at 


results, whUe next week's article looks 
the excavations os the major Iron 
town of Mudaybr and the study of 
ancient water storage systems.) 

an exciting new mulii-discipli- 

nary, but whaeology-centred 

research project launched on rht^ 
Karak Plateau in 1995 has suined to 
generate significant new information 
about both the ancient histor>' and cur 
rent trends in that region — and the 
news m both cases is rather slrikin" 
From the ancient world, the KanSi 
Resources Project (KRP) directed bv 
Matungly of Johnson 
Bible College in Knoxville. Tcnnes.see 
(USA) has revealed new evidence of 
ho^' ancient inhabitants of this fertile 
plateau exploited its indi 2 enous 
resources and also traded with other 
peoples in the region. From the con- 
lemporary world, the project has pro- 
duced frightening evidence of both 
the scale and speed of the desiniciion 
of major antiquities sites that are often 
of world-class importance. 

Dr. Mattingly said in a recent inter- 
view that “the purpose of the Karak 
Resources Project is to document how 
the inhabitants of the Karak plateau 
have utilised available natural 
resources, including site location and 
access to local and long-distance trade 
goods.” 

To this end, the project “concen- 
trates on the relationships between 
archaeological remains and their envi- 
ronmental contexts, primarily climatic 
factors, water resources, surficial 
geology, and geomorphology.” 

By studying how Karak's ancient 
and modem inhabitants have u.sed nat- 
ural resources [e.g., building stone, 
clay deposits, water resources, soils, 
plant communities, site positions, nat- 
ural routes of travel), the projeci'.s 
documentation of the region’s histori- 
cal and cultunil development should 


d^mn ‘»I'Ujc “rapid 

demographic and economic changes 

•iJh cnviromncntal 

uf central 

Jtjrdjn. Dr. Mattingly s;iid 
‘ urgency of documeming and 
prcNcrx'ing the antiquities ufUK- Karak 
ruu.au is reflected in the Manliim f;»ci 
mat the population of K:tr.ik uovor- 

T 7 c^ fo over 

175,000 today. 

The K^ak plateau, measuring 875 
square kilometres, is a fertile upland 
plateau bounded on the north b\ Wadi 
Mujih (the biblical Arnon) and on the 
south by Wadi cl-Hesa (biblical 
^redi. A sleep escarpment on the 
west separates it from the Dead .Sea 

■alley, w-hile its eastern side gives 
way to the fringe of the Syrian Desen. 
One of the constant aneic'iii themes of 
human aciiyiiy on the plaieau has 
been the interaction between 
■‘desert and the sown.** 

The extensive 
plateau 

menied by successive surx'eys and 
excavations by Jordanian and 
mtemaiionul scholars since lute last 
century. The two most significant sur- 
veys were Nelson Glueck's work in 
the I93US and the 1978-1983 survey 
sponsored by EmuD University and 
directed by Maxwell Miller and' Jack 
Pinkerton. A dozen major individual 
.sites have been excavated — includ- 
ing Khirbei Mdeinel el-Mu’rrajeh, 
Lcjjun. Khirhei Paris. Ualua', and 
Khirbei Mdeinel 'Aliya — and others 
are planned fur e.xcavation in the near 
future. 

The Miiler-Pinkcnon survey (in 
which Dr. Maiiingly pariieipaied) 
documented 443 ancient sites, some 
which the KRP team has .started to re- 
visit and examine yet again. One of 
the benefits of this- approach is that it 
allows us to document the extent of 
damage in recent years, whether due 
CO imemionaJ robbing of sites or hap- 
hazard destruction due to population 
and urban expansion, herding aciivi- 


the 

seitieinent of the 
antiquity has been docii- 


tics, and famting. 

Tile Kunik Plateau has been exteo- 
xively inhabited since liie Bron/e Age. 
5000 years ago, prifmirily because of 
its rich natural assets. It offers bumper 
crops of wheat, barley, and other 
crops, and its open 
cuuntD'side is ' 
ideal for pastoral- 
ism, especially 
sheep and gout 
herding. ‘Hie evi- 
dence to dale 
shows that much 
of the Kar.ik 
plateau was rather 
intensively inhab- 
ited in almo.st 
every ancient peri- 
od, and uceu.siim- 
ully in prehistoric 
times. l*he plateau 
was tile heartland 
of the biblical era 
kingdom of Moab. 

One of the most 
famnus Moabite 
kings — King 
Mesha <if Dhibon 
tmoderii Dihani 
— was a wealthy 
and ptiwerful 
leader whose 
wealth came 
largely from his 
people’s sheep- 
herdin/. juid he is ’ 
known from butli the Bible and his 
own in.scrihed .stele recounting his 
viciuries over the Israelites. 

The initial KKP season in 1995 
comprised a survey and an intensive 
study at 1 7 of the sites located previ- 
ously by the Millcr-Pinkerton survey, 
and also photographed features fixim 
uii additional 20 sites. The sites were 
chosen becau.se of their substantial 
and varied surface remains, different 
lopographie-enviroiunental zones, 
evident surface pottery from many 
ancient periods, little or no .signs of 
modem occupation, and. threats from 
modem agricultural, industrial, or 


‘Large dump 
trucks are being 
used to haul away 
ancient stones at 
some of these 
sites, with few 
apparent efforts to 
stop this 
destruction of 
Jordan’s (and all 
humankind’s) 
ancient heritage’ 


constmetion aciiviiies. 

Some i,400 diagnostic pottery 
.sherds were collected ( supplementing 
the 50,000 from Millcr-Pinkerton ) and 
other surface urtefacth and specimens 
of mw maierioLs around sites were 
collected in order 
to establish a daiu- 
ba.se of raw mate- 
rials used in 
regional construc- 
tion. crafts, and 
industries. The 
origin of “exotic” 
or imported raw- 
materials and 
products (e.g.. 
aJabasier, maihle, 
granite) is impor- 
tant evidence of 
trade, and will be 
linked with textu- 
al sources and 
information about 
the region's sys- 
tem of roods. Dr. 
Mattingly said. 
“We would like to 
determine in par- 
ticular what the 
Moabites obtained 
from the peoples 
in neighbouring 
regions and what 
they had to offer 
in exchange.” he 
added. 

An alaba.sier block found at 
Mraygh.^ for example, could indicate 
ItMig-^stance trade by some Moabite 
towns, though more firm archaeologi- 
cal contexts are needed to conlum or 
refute such hypotheses. 

Five geology smdents from the Uni- 
versity of Tennessee have examined 
piMteD’ sherds, roof tiles, and basalt 
grain-processing tools, in order to 
define the characteristics and sources 
of the raw materials and the technolo- 
gy used to produce the ancient objects 
and tools. Dr. Otto Kupp, a clay min- 
eralogist at the University' of Ten- 
nes-see. is continuing these smdies. 


The team of the second field season 
in 199? revisited 36 sites from ±e 
MiUer-Pinkenon survey, all located 
in the extreme southern and souih- 
easiem parts of the Karak district, 
around the large site of Mudaybi.' 
Thirteen new sites were also located 
and studied in 1997. Some of the pot- 
tery collected by the KRP has provid- 
ed new dating for sites already dated 
by previous surveys, i.e. Byzantine 
period sherds were found feu' the first 
time at the large tow nsite of Khirbet 
el-Mdaynat el-'.AJiyah, and Iron I 
sherds were collected for the first time 
ever at Khirbei el-'Akkuzah. 

Damage assessments 

The KRP work is especially urgent in 
view of the fact that “the archaeologi- 
cal sites of this district are being dam- 
aged at a rapid pace,” Dr. Mattingly 
said, because of "the ordinary, inex- 
orable problems of population growth 
and economic development, and the 
expansion of commercial farming and 
its need for large tracts of land.” 

This is not a phenomenon of the 
1990s only, for when Miller’s team 
did their survey in the 1980s they 
found modem villages coming to life 
at many sites that Glueck had found 
abandoned in the 1930s. When revisit- 
ing some sites know'n from previous 
surveys, the KRP team found “serious 
recent damage at site after site.” They 
recorded damage at some 40 sites in 
1995 that had t«en documented previ- 
ously. 

Examples abound. Some pre-lslam- 
ic and Islamic era remains at el- 
Hmaymat SE, Khirbet el-Qary'otayn. 
Mudaybi’, and Khirbet el-Hawiyyah 
have been re-arranged into modem 
sheep-pens; numerous illegal excava- 
tions searching for ancient artefacts 
have been taking place at Khirbet el- 
Q^atayn (which is also threatened 
with being completely over-run by the 
expansion of Karak town) and espe- 
ci^ly at .Mraygha, where an estimated 
800 tombs have been pilfered; major 



paas of the site of Khirbet el- 
Hawiyyah have been turned into .i 
garbage dump; new roads, transmis- 
sion towers. aniL^ur bedouin encamp- 
ments have eaten away part-s of the 
sites of Mraygha. ei-Kfura/, Khirbet 
el-.Akkuzah. Khirbet el-’AbJah, and 
Khirbet el-Inshanish; significant 
ancient structures noted by previous 
surveys have been stolen or disntan- 
tied and hauled away ui Khirbet el- 
Inshunish and Mraygha; and. indusiri- 
ai-scaie operations are underway to 
take ancient cut stones from Mravgha. 
Early Bronze .Age Lejjun. :md several 
other sites, for use in modem build- 
ings. Particularly discouraging is the 
systematic hauling off of the stones of 
Mraygha’s ancient north gate, for use 
in the construction industry. Large 
dump trucks are being used' to haul 
away ancient stones at .some of these 
sites, wiih few apparent efforts to stop 
this destruction of Jordan’s (and ail 
humankind's) ancient heritage. 

The KRP is planned as a four-sea- 
son endeavour that includes surveys, 
excavations, regional scientific stud- 
ies, and follow-up on earlier surveys. 
One of its driving forces i.s the need to 
follow-up on sites visited by the 
Miller-Pinkenon team, because .so 
many site.s on the plateau are being 
damaged or even destroyed over time. 
Sites are being extensively pho- 
tographed. so that at least images of 
sites will remain after some of iliem 
disappear under the hand of modem 
development or old-fashioned crimi- 
nal theft. 



Leprosy target 2000 may 
be missed 



By Mike Crawley 
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HOPE IS fading that health 
workers will conquer lep- 
rosy. one of the world's 
. oldest diseases, by their 

* Slated goal of the year 

• 2000 , 

The World Health Organ- 
./ isadon (WHO) set the turn 

■ of the millennium as the 
target date for reducing the 

■ ' 1 prevalence of leprosy to 

■ 1 one case per 10,000 popu- 

lation. a figure that epi- 
demiologisis say would 

■ mean the disease is no 
longer a public health prob- 
lem. 

In 1991, when the target 
was announced, the overall 
- prevalence in the 32 coun- 
tries where leprosy is 
' ■■ eademic was 1 1 per 
10.000. The most recent 

• siafistics put the prevalence 
. at 3.2 per 10,000, a vast 

improvement but sull short 
of the mark. 

“By and large we'li reach 
the goal, widi the exception 
of about four or five coun- 
•• tries," says Dr. Sheikh 

* Noordeen, senior advisor 
to the WHO action pro- 

.. gramme for the elimination 
of leprosy. 

The taiget will likely not 
:• be met in India. Brazil, 

. Madagascar and in places 
... where war has hampered 
elimination efforts, such as 
Mozambique. Afghanistan 
I and Sudan. 

, ■ ' “Having a goal of the 
elimination of leprosy as a 
public health problem h^ 

. been very effective in that it 
mobilised the resources 
.. and mobilised the govem- 
.' ments" says Terry Vasey, 
director of the British Lep- 
■ • rosy Relief Asi?oci3tion 

■ (Lepra). 

But he adds, “I think the 
goal was slightly unrealis- 
. tic when you consider the 
size the logistics of the 

■ problem.’* 

By any measure, 

.! progress in fighting leprosy 
has been remarkable. The 
number of cases in the 

• ■ endemic countries in 1985 

was four million: now it s 
down to 770,000. 

■ Hampering progress, 

' . however, is the fact that the 
: number of new cascs iden- 


tified each year is not drop- 
ping. An average of 
600,(X)0 new leprosy vic- 
tims were identified every 
year in the 1990s and the 
trend .shows no sign of 
changing. 

The harder that health 
workers look, the more 
coses they find. In India — 
home to two-thirds of the 
world's leprosy cases — 


The harder 
they look, 
the more 
leprosy 
cases 
they find’ 


0 one million volun- 
were trained for a 
■e search campoign 
97. It covered the 
y and found 450.000 
usly unidentified 
Y ca.ses. 

his mokes the to.sk of 
ng leprosy’s preva- 
a lot like mountain 
nc: The last stretch 
reaching the summit 
oughe.si part. 

remaining task is 
formidable because 
getting into the most 
h parts,” says 

een. 

1 ha.s to happen next. 

■Joordeen, are niorc 
e scorch campoign.s 
s one in India, and a 
sh to give communi- 
the training, the 

:es and the drugs 
ted. 

success of the past 
come as a result of 
Itiple-drug therapy 
) that costs only $36 
>rks wonders for cur- 
prosv. In addition, 
las Itecn huge finan- 
icking for the fight 
the disease, allow- 
9T to be delivered lo 
s for Iree. Much of 
idins has come from 
ource, the Tokyo- 
Sasakawa Founda- 
rhich has given over 


SlOO milliun to WHO\s 
antf'lcpro.sy efforts in the 
past decade. 

Vasey, who i.s also incom- 
ing president of the Federa- 
tion of Ami-Leprosy A.sso- 
ciaiions, is worried about 
what he calks WHO’s “Iri- 
umphalisi altitude” over 
the dropping prevalence 
rules. His cv^ncem i.s (hut it 
could backfire, prompting 
policy-makers and 

rounders to believe that 
leprosy i.s no longer an 
issue. 

If ami-}cpro.sy work gets 
put on the buck burner, 
there '.s a fear dial leprosy 
could .stage die some kind 
of comeback as niberculo- 
si.s. which health workers 
once thought they had con- 
quered. 

“It wouldn't take much 
for leprosy to creep back 
up to die numbers that were 
so horrific a few years 
ago,” .says Vasey. 

He's supported in this 
view by Dr Colin 
McDougall, a retired 
British leprosy specialist. 
He believes there’s a short 
window uf opportunity in 
the next few years to knock 
leprosy to the mat. 

“If our efforts flag now, 
ii’s' just po.ssibIe diat the 
moment may pass and 
we'll face a problem in the 
next cemury,” .says 
McDougall. 

He says efforts “should 
be inien.sificd and bucked 
with appropriate funding.” 

Once leprosy reaches a 
low prevalence, the ttelicf 
is that the infection will be 
transmilied much less fre- 
quently and the incidence 
of the disease will gradual- 
ly diminish. But that will 
take a long time, partly 
bccau.se of leprosy '.s long 
incubation period and the 
difficulty of .searching for 
leprosy victims in the 
endemic coumries. 

If the goal of eliminating 
leprosy is met — whether 
or not it meets the year 
2000 target — die world 
will consign to the history 
book-s a .scourge that has 
uftlicted humans since the 
beginning of recorded time. 

— Gemini News. 
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Firms, deny free-cigarettes-for-kids charge 

In Britain, with “Death” cigarettes on sale, everyone knows about the 
dangers of smoking. People in developing countries are often not so 
well-informed, and children in the developing world are now being 
targeted by unscrupulous companies marketing the lethal plant. 


I 


By Katy Salmon 

GIANT CIGARETTE companies 
are using aggressive marketing lac- 
lics in the £veloping world that are 
illegal in the countries wlteie they 
arc heudquanercd. They arc specifi- 
cally targeung children and women. 

Tobacco marketing rescridions, if 
they exist at all in ihe.se 
countrio.s, arc generally weak or 
poorly enforced. Only about eight 
have comi^hcnsive mar- 

keting resuictions. comp^tred with 
about 30 irKluscrialised countries. 

In Cambodia, for example, itte 
cream wagons ore covemi in 
adverts for Mild Seven cigoidies 
encouraging children ro .smedee. 

“There’s one rule for the rich and 
another for the poor,” says Emma 
Must of the World Development 
Movement (WDM), which is cam- 
paigning for an end to this double 
standard. 

“We need global rules becmise it's 
a global industry. What these ctMn- 
panies cannot do at home, they 
should not be allowed to do ovar- 
SCO.S,” she .says. 

\SDM is calling on the Briti^ 
gos'emmem to support the Worid 
Health Organisation (WHO) in 
pushing for a legally binding con- 
vention which would in^KTse global 
.standards on tobacco mariceting. 

The tobacco companies are taiget- 
ing developed countries beemise of 
falling sale.s in their traditional mar- 


kei-s in the industrialised world. 
Consumption per capita in develop- 
ing countries fell by 10 per cent 
b^een 1970 and 19^. During this 
lime, it rose by 67 per cent in devel- 
oping coumries. 

“They have to find a way to feed 
the moasters they've builL Just 
about the only way will be to 
increase sales to the developing 
world.” says Robert MorelU, a ex- 
tobacco company employee. 

llte con.sumptioD of cigarettes per 
adult in developing countries is 
expected to e.xceed that in industii- 
oli^d coumries within a few years. 

“In the developing world, rates are 
rising in direct response to the ciga- 
rette companies’ marketing cam- 
paigns.” says Amanda Sandford, of 
Action on Smoking aiul Health 
(ASK). 

The South Korean experience 
seems to prove her point. Betw'een 
1987 and 1990, spending on tobac- 
co advertising and promotion sky- 
rocketed by 641 per cent 

Within the first year, smoking 
rates among teenage boys rose from 
1 8 per cent to 30 per cent, says the 
Wmld Health Organisation. The rate 
among teenage girls rose from 
under two per cent to nearly nine per 
cem. 

The increased rate of cigarette 
coDsumption will have a dev'astating 
effect on health in the developing 
world, if present trends continue. 

WHO predicts that deaths in 


dexeloping countries due to smok- 
ing related diseases will rise fiom 
one million to seven million a year 
by' 2030. Deaths in the developed 
worid will grow from two to three 
million over the same period. 

Whik new marketing techniques 
are blossoming in developing coun- 
tries, Western gov'emmenis are 
introducing heavy legislation to pre- 
vent cigarette promotion. As knowl- 
edge about the health risks of smok- 
ing increases, it is becoming less 
socially acceptable. In Britain, 
tobacco advertising on television 
and radio has been illegal for over a 
decade. 

A European Union directive 
adopted in June will outlaw most 
tobwco promotion in Europe within 
five years. Advertising in newspa- 
pers and magazines will be out- 
lawed by 1002. In the following 
year tobacco sjwnsorship of all 
^enis not oiganised at tiie world 
lex’el W7ll be banited. 

lo Britain smoking is now banned 
in many public places. In most 
workplaces, cinemas, restaurants 
and on public transport it is now 
illegal to smoke. In London it is 
common to see people huddled in 
office doorways, fon^ to go out on 
to the street to light up. 

Toronto. Can^. has taken the 
most extreme step so far by banning 
smoking in all bars. It remains to be 
seeu whether this idea will happen 
in other Western cities. 


WDM fears that, a.^ restrictions in i 
the developed world tighten, tobac- 
co marketing campaigns in develop- ' 
ing countries will become even j 
more aggressive. 

It has accused Britain American 
Tobacco (BAT), of employing glam- 
orous young wvmen lu hand out 
fiee cigarettes to kids and adulLs in ' 
video arcades and discos in Chile. 
BAT is the British company that I 
mokes brands like Lucky Strike. ! 
John Player. Silk Cut. Benson and ' 
Hedges, and Embassy. 

Cl^s Proctor, u spokesman for the 
company, says; “I can't believe ' 
ihai'b the case. We have strict mar- 
keting principles that we don't sell 
or naarket to children. Anj'one that - 
we caught giving a cigarette free to 
a kid wouldn't be with the company 
too long.” 

Emma Must, of WOM, replies: 
“We have so much evidence — pho- 
tographs and eyewitness accuuni.s. 

In Vietnam. BAT has just brought ' 
out rucksacks with Five Five Five 
— their brand over there — on them 
for adults and Five Five Five Light 
for kids. 

“Ail the evidence points to the fact , 
that they, are targeting women and 
children using marketing methods 
that bav'e be^ banned o%er here, i 
They may be able to deny it now, but ' 
one day they will have to defend it 
in public. 

— Ci'mini Nfw.s ' 


Antibiotic may prevent some heart disease 


Rmm 

A SIMPLE course of antibi- 
otics may prevent many cases 
of heart chsease, researchers 
said lo.M Friday. 

Their rmding.s bolster stud- 
ies that iiidcute baacria may 
be re.spoasibk for some of 
the damage that leads to 
hardening of the aneries, 
stroke and heart attack. 

Reporting to a meeting of 
the American Society of 
Microbiology in San Diego, 
Bill Fwig of the University of 
Toronto and colleagues said 
reset on rabbiLs showed 
antibiotics prevented most 


coses of atfaeioscleiosis — 
hardening of the aneries. 

Rabbits are often used as 
oxxlels of heart disease, 
because their arteries clog up 
in a way similar ro humans. 

Fong's team infected three 
groups of rabbits with 
chlamydia pneumooiae, a 
common bacterium that 
causes a respiratory infection. 

Some of the labt^ were 
gben the antibiotic 
azithromycin five days later, 
some got it six v.'eeks later 
and the third group got no 
treatment They were fed 
normal rabbit dr^. 

Fong found that 35 pereent 


of the untreated rabbits de\'el- 
op^ early-stage atheroscle- 
rosis. while 33 ptf centof the 
raNuts given antibiotics ai six 
weeks did. 

But only 4.2 per cent of the 
rabbits who got the antibiotic 
five days after infection 
develops atherosclerosis. 

Seve^ teams have found 
chlamydia bacteria in the 
hardened plaques blocking 
the arteries, as weD as heli- 
cc4>acter pylori, bacteria now 
known to cause stomach 
ulcers, and a virus known as 
qrtomegalovirus. 

Last year British 
researchers found that men 


who had antibodies to 
chlamydia, indicating that 
ih^' had been infected at 
some point, were four times 
more likely to suffer second 
heart attacks. Antibiotics 
lowered the ri^ More stud- 
ies are going on now to see if 
Ibis piON'es true in larger 
groups. 

Chlamydia pneumoniae is 
a very common infection, 
causing up to 10 per cent of 
all cases of pneumonia and 
symptoms ranging from 
miigh to hron^tis. It is 
lelaied to, but not the same 
thing as, a common sexually 
transmitted disease. 


Gum infections have been ■ 
linked to heart disease as 
well. 

One theoiy that bacteria I 
from the infection — i 
whether it is a gum infection ' 
or a chlam>'diaj 'uifecdon — j 
cau.se chronic intlammaiion 
of the blood vessel lining. 
This would make it easier for 
plaques to build up i 
there. ; 

But doctors point out that 
there are other factors more I 
strongly involved in hean i 
disease. These include smok- 
ing, a lack of exercise and a 
di^ rich in saturated animal 
fats. 



Jordan to discuss 
oil deal for 1999 


with Iraq this week 


Low oil price seen 
forcing Saudi reform 


AMMAN (R) — Jor- 
dan's Energy Minister 
Hani Muiki wili leave 
for Baghdad on Monday 
to discuss renewal of an , 
annual “oil-for-goods" 
barter deal to cater for 
most of the Kingdom's 
energy needs in 1999, 
officials said Sunday. 

“We will discuss oil 
supplies from Iraq and 
satisfying our needs," 
Muiki toTd Reuters. 

Since the 1991 Gulf 
War over Kuwait. Iraq 
has been exporting 
crude oil to Jordan 
under a protocol exempt 
from stringent U.N. 
trade sanctions. 

The deal allows Jor- 
dan to cover its energy 
costs by providing 
goods in return worth 
just S2S0 million, sav- 
ing the treasury valu- 
able hard currency. 


Jordan contracted with 
Iraq this year for around 
4.8 million tonnes of 
crude and varied petro- 
leum products like fuel 
oil and diesel. 

Muiki said Jordan's 
higher crude and prod- 
ucts imports from Iraq 
in 1999 would be in line 
with the “natural growth 
in consumption of 
around five to seven per 
cent.” 

Discussion will also 
touch on cooperation in 
the energy field, includ- 
ing a pipeline project to 
replace costly transport 
of crude and products 
by tanker trucks, energy 
officials said. 


Yemen raises 
interest rates 


SAN.-VA (AFPj _ 
Yemen's central bank 
Sunday announced a rise 
of two percentage points 
in the interbank and dis- 
count rates to support the 
riyal against the dollar. 

‘This measure aims to 
encourage people to save 
in riyals," a central bank 
official said, explaining 
the hike from 10 per cent 
to U per cent. 

"The interest rate on the 
riyal and the dividends 
on treasury bonds allow 
depositors to make a 
higher profit than with 
foreign currency 

deposits," he told AFP. 

On Saturday, the riyal 
fell to 142 against- the 
dollar, compared to 136 
earlier this month. 

The official also said 
the authorities were 
launching a campaign 
against unauthorised for- 
eign currency traders 
who sell the dollar on the 
streets at “exaggerated 
prices." 

Yemen, a non-OPEC oil 
producer, has been hit by 
a slide in oil prices that is 
expected to result in neg- 
ative growth this year for 
the first time since eco- 
nomic reforms were 
launched in 1995. 

Meanwhile, the presi- 
dent of cash-strapped 
Yemen, one of the 


world's poorest coun- 
tries, defended his ambi- 
tious economic reform 
programme, saying it was 
leading the country back 
to economic recovery. 

“The nation's economy 
is recovering its health, 
thanks to our programme 
of economic, financial 
and administrative 

reforms/' said President 
AH Abdullah Salah in a 
statement. 

“Despite all the prob- 
lems we face, we must 
not forget that economic 
development must be our 
main priority,” he said. 

Yemen undertook to 
carry out a programme of 
privatisation and (putting 
state subsidies iji an 
agreement it signed with 
the World Bank and the 
International Monetary 
Fund in March 1993. 

The programme has 
allowed Yemen to slash 
inflation from 48 per cent 
in 1995 to six per cent 
last year, he said. 

Oil export revenues, 
which totalled $2 billion 
in 1997, represent 85 per 
cent of government rev- 
enue. 

The announcement of a 
25 to 55 per cent increase 
in fuel prices led to dead- 
ly rioting across the 
country. 


ABU DHABI (R) — Pro- 
longed weakness in oil 
prices is likely to lead to 
gradual economic reform 
in Saudi Arabia but 
whether the world's 
biggest oil exporter will 
invite foreign expertise 
and funds into its oil and 
gas sectors is still any- 
one’s guess, bankers and 
analysts say. 

“Low oil prices may not 
be such a bad thing in 
forcing some change on 
subsidies, water, power 
and education,’' said a 
Western banker. 

The banker, who recent- 
ly returned from Saudi 
Arabia, said a memoran- 
dum was recently circulat- 
ed asking Saudi officials 
to pay their mobile tele- 
phone bills or risk being 
disconnected, in what was 
interpreted as yet another 
sign that the desert king- 
dom was trying to wean 
i& people off state 
largesse. 

As with most issues 
involving Saudi Ai^ia, 
which sits on the world's 
largest oil reserves, subtle 
nuances provide diplo- 
mats, economists and 
bankm with some insight 
on developments in the 
vast kingdom. 

The memorandum fol- 
lowed a secret decree in 
May calling for a halt to 
new projects, 10 per cent 
cuts in some signed con- 
tracts. a freeze in state hir- 
ing and cudiacks in pur- 
chasing. 

The belt-tightening was 
prompted by persistently 
low oil prices, which 
failed to pick up suffi- 
ciently debits Saudi-led 
output cuts this year. 
Economists estimate 
Saudi oil earnings this 
year will be more than $ 15 
billion below the 1997 
range of $43 billion to S5 1 
billion. 


stances, not a chance,” 
said a Saudi-based econo- 
mist “But things are dif- 
ferent now.” 

But he said Aramco had 
no need to import technol- 
ogy into a sector it has 
controlled since Saudi 
Arabia nationalised its oil 
industry in 1975. 

A non-Saudi national 
with ties to Aramco said, 
however, tiiat he would 
not now be surprised to 
see some form of foreign 
participation in foe 
upstream oil sector or foe 
relatively underdeveloped 
gas sector, where reserves 
are at 200 trillion cubic 
feet 

The difficulty was that 
Saudi Arabia's gas pro- 
duction was associated 
with crude oil, itself sub- 
ject to quota restrictions 
within the Organisation of 
Petroleum Importing 
Countries (OPEC). 

Furthermore, low oil 
prices and a collapse in 
foe main gas marl^ts in 
foe Asia-Paciiic region 
did not encourage such 
investments just yet foe 
analysts added. 

Oil and gas company 
executives are still tiying 
to interpret foe signifi- 
cance of Saudi Crown 
Prince Abdullah’s meeting 
last month with top U.S. 
oil executives in Washing- 
ton. Details of foe talks 
have been kept secret but 
some reports suggested 
that King Fahd's heir 
apparent left open the pos- 
sibility of some foreign 
involvement in foe strate- 
gic sector. 

“It was a trial balloon to 
test the waters both in 
America and at home,” 


the non-Saudi oil expert 
said. 

The chairman of Italian 
energy giant ENl made no 
secret of foe fact that his 
company would line up to 
go into Saudi Arabia if foe 
doors were opened. 

“Qatar, foe UAE and 
Saudi Aiabia..foave an 
opportunity to consider- 
ably increase their role as 
gas exporters, or in foe 
case of Saudi Arabia, 
enter foe business, revers- 
ing foe kingdom’s tradi- 
tional hostility to foe very 
notion of gas exports,” 
Moscato said. 

Asked if perhaps foe 
Saudi power sector, where 
demand is expected to tre- 
ble in the next 25 years, 
migiht provide a back door 
into gas and oil, foe 
banker said that was one 
possibility. 

Sandi Arabia could also 
resort to more public 
flotations through its 
stock maiket as a way of 
utilising available funds 
rather foan see expatriate 
remittances leaving foe 
kingdom. 

Ofoer signs that Saudi 
Arabia was trying to tack- 
le foe loss in oil revenue 
were plans to establish 
private universities and 
possibly private hospitals 
— at p^ent schooling 
and healthcare are free — 
and establishment of job 
Tr aining centres to allow 
Saudi nationals to gradu- 
ally take oyer jobs now 
held by expatriates. 

“I think you will see 
gradual change and low 
oil prices will make it eas- 
ier for people to under- 
stand foe need for 
change,” foe banker said. 


UMS wins Specialised Investment 
Compounds Co. Account 


Dean Muiphy of foe 
itemational Petroleum 


•International Petroleum 
Exchange told a gas con- 
ference in Abu Dhabi last 
week that state-run Saudi 
Aramco was considering 
using foe futures maiket 
to hedge against oil price 
fluctuations but there was 
no firm proposal yet 

Economists see at last a 
doubling of foe forecast 
18 billion riyal Saudi bud- 
get deficit on planned 
spenfong of 196 billion 
riyals. But they question 
whether foe squeeze on 
spending will eventually 
prompt Saudi Arabia to 
embrace foreign investors 
in its state-run energy sec- 
tor. 

'Tinder nonnal citcum- 


I UNITED MEDIA SER- 
' VICES (UMS) was nscent- 
ly appointed to handle the 
Specialised Investment 
Compounds Company 
account (A1 T^amouat). AJ 
Tajamouat is foe King- 
dom’s leading firm in the 
field of property develop- 
ment 

Formed in 1994,. A1 
Tajamouat is a public 
shareholding con^any 
with a capi^ of JDIO mil- 
lion. The majority of its 
stock is owned by foe most 
prominent names in bank- 
ing, finance, investment 
and insurance fields. A1 
Tajamouat aims at develop- 
ing several plots of land 
into Industrial, Commercial 
and Tourist compounds. In 


this FBgaitL the company's 
key project was AI- 
Tajamouat Industrial City. 

A1 Tajamouat iodust^ 
Gty, wUcb is located near 
foe Amman Central Grain 
Silos, is foe largest private- 
ly owned industrial estate 
in Jordan, it occupies 
300,000 M2, which will 
accoimnodate in excess of 
2000 units. ' A1 Tajamou^ 
has become foe first com- 
plex to provide a complete 
package of essential ser- 
vices including; mainte- 
nance, water and electrici- 
ty, 24-hour security, out- 
door lighting and others. 
All Ixiildings in foe city are 
constructed in accordance 
wifo foe highest design cri- 
teria woridwide. 


THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert waDanis I 'PCdflLltS 


ACROSS 
1 Comer joint 
6 Bivouac 

10 Wanes 

14 Wear away 

15 Redolence 

16 Solo's princess 

17 Comic 
overleppirtg 
noveli^ 

20 Writer Seton 

21 Possesses 

22 Tire patterns 

23 Womens 

24 Cacophony 

25 Spedal 
prosecutor 
Kenneth 

26 Garden of 

28 Guys' dates 

29 Drag behirxl 

32 Commonplace 

34 Marquis de 

35 Cry of distress 

36 Comic 
overlapping 
noveffst 

39 Keats poems . 

40 Veteran sailor 

41 Buenos 

42 Hipster 

43 Oodles 

44 Noah's son 

45 Sinatra song, 
■— Life' 

47 Train unit 

48 Suffix ibf 
aivroximations 

51 Recess 

53 Helium or 
argon 

54 Arm bone 

55 Actor 
overlapping 
boxer 


1 T2 18^4 B- 
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The Business of Infc 
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jjj^ 

. Cmrency 
us Dollar 
OElUark 
GB Sterling 
. CH Franc 
JPYen 
CA Dollar 
ITUra 
NL Guilder 
FR Franc 


iorCuirencies & 
I USD I DEM 


0.6197 

1.7096 2.7606 
0.7S31 123.00 

OiWSe 1.3860 
0.6604’ 1.2816 
0.0006 1.0104 

0.6483 88.61 

0.1848 0.2983 


Cross 

GBP 

aS849 

0.3621 


Rates 
I CHF 

I 1.3105 
0.8123 
2J418 


1.1266 

1J1686 

04)821 

71.66 

24.2300 


142 

1374,00 

63.89 

21.49 


Prices ao at 
CAD I 

1.6378 1597.60 
0.9524 989.60 

2.62S7 2732.41 
1.1727 1217.91 
1.3204 13.71 

1270.80 

0.9626 

0.8445 876.92 
0,2842 33.65 


16/10/98 3:28 
MLG I Fi^ 
1.8206 &4127 
1.1280 3,3632 
3.1132 9.2567 I 


138.77 4.12S6 
156.32 4.8476 
1A551 4.3265 

11.40 3.3880 1 

2.97231 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Riyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Labaneae/1000 


Eovi 

Bfian 

0.2939 1 

Oib 

Enemy 

Last 

reviott 

Brent 

OJOO 

0.00 

W.Texai 

14,05 

14.06 

Bonny 

0.00 

0.00 

Dubai 

11.60 

12.36 

ULGas 

142M 

142.00 


I 9.9411 
1.0296 
12.5966 
1.0203 
2.4950 
1.1014 


LBP 
15024)0 
2118.48 
400.80 
3984.40 
412.65 
15048.74 
I 408.95 


Mid-East Currencies 


Currency 
SA Riyal 
AE Dirham 
KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


GBP 

CHF 

JPY 

0.15609 

0.34988 

31JI742 

0.15926 

0.367 

31.7058 

1.96618 

4.40723 

391.389 

1.55159 

3A7826 

308.928 

1.22 

2.7353 

242.811 


Metai Prices 


Bid OBiar 


Gold (ox's) 299.25 299.76 

saver (ozte) 4.89 4.92 


Platinum (oz’s) 342.5 344.5 

AL (3 Months) 1369 1382 


CU (3 Months) 1623 1627 

Zinc (3 Months) 967 962 

Lead (3 Months] 498 503 

Nl (3 Months) 3875 3895 


Period 

gncy 

USD 

GBP 

JPY 

DEM 

FRF 

CHF 

ITL 


evDepo 

tsil Rates (Bid) 


-1 - 

-3- 

-6- 

-1- 

Montti 

Months 

Months 

Year 

5A077 

5.3433 

5.1572 

4.9081 

7A270 

7.2725 

7.0622 

6.7881 

0.3378 

0.4014 

0.4545 

0.5027 

3.5000 

3.5933 

3.6619 

3.5000 

3.5000 

1.3258 

1.4039 

1.5000 

1.2002 

3.5605 

3.5410 

3.5195 

4.9360 

4.6460 

4.1440 

- 


* JOD Cross Rates 


Commodity 
Coffee (c/lbs) 
Cocoa ($/ton) 
Sugar (S/ton) 
Wheat (S/lon) 
Soya(cAbe) 
Tea(stg/kg) 
Barley ($/bsh) 
Nee ($/tonV 


Currency 
US Dollar 
6B Steriling 
DEMark 
CH Franc 
FR Franc 
JPYen 
NL Guilder 

Source^SentfaT 


SeU 

0.710 

1.2166 

0,4351 

0.535 

0.1298 

0.5998 

0.3857 



AMIR programme sponsors customs 
training to prepare for the new customs act 


THREE WORKSHOPS, 
sponsored by foe AMER 
programme during October 
1998, focused on foe plan- 
ning, oiganisation and 
adimnistration of customs 
valuation in Jordan. This 
was the first in a series of 
training initiatives that foe 
AMIR programme will 
support as part of its efforts 
to improve foe environment 
for business growth in Jor- 
dan. The AMSi programme 
is a four-year economic 
opportunities activity fund- 


ed by foe United States 
Agency for International 
Development (USAID). 

The woiksfaops, which 
brought together more foan 
40 officers from customs 
offices throughout Jordan, 
reviewed plans and activi- 
ties developed in light of 
foe jproposed introduction 
of a significantly amended 
customs act, scheduled to 
be implemented on Jan. 1. 
1999. 

Among foe major 
changes contained in the 


new act are the introductioo 
of new methods for the 
determination of foe cus- 
toms value of goofo 
imported into Jordan. The 
methods conform to the 
international recognised 
standards put for forth by 
foe World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO). Jordan, which 
is currently negotiating full 
WTO accession, will on 
Jan. 1. 1999, begin to apply 
these new valuation proce- 
dures. 


THE_BfejjrER HALF^ By Glasbergen 

1 6IASB»a6E»j ' 1 


HEY, MA! SEE THE 
FUNNY L00KIN6 D06l 


U)HAt'5 he 5TANDINE DID YOU SEE THE 


HERE FOR? ISN'T 
HE FUNNY LOOKING? 


FUNNY HAT HE UMS 
U/EARIN6 AND THE 
FUNNY LOOKING SHOES? 


' MICKEY /MOUSE 
SHOES ARE NOT 
FUNNY LOOKING.' 


ByRogarJurgovan 
Potomac, MD 


58 Only just 

59 _tect0 


59 _tecto 

60 Fabric fold 

61 Comics barks 

62 Commerxt 

63 Wransand 
larks 


DOWN 

1 Winner^ award 

2 Teheran 
resident 

3 Singer 
overlapping 
publisher 


4 Writer O'Brien 

5 Actor Alejandro 

6 'Over There* 
composer 

7 Fusses 

6 'Mf._' 

9 Babb/er 

10 Fudd or Gantry 

11 Actress 
overlapping 
playwright 

12 Tight 

13 Without 

18 DUute 

19 Mme$.of 
Madrid 

24 Cold-cut palace 

25 Anwar of Egypt 

27 Rowan arxl 
R^er 

28 Highlanders 

30 Formerly 

31 Chinese 
cooMngpans 

32 Coll, hotshot 

33 Redames' 
beloved 

34 Squabbles 

35 Theater award 

37 Arcane 


□□QQ QQQQS ODSa 
QHQQ □□□□ 

E3DDC1 □□□□□□EDDDCI 
□QDEIQQ □□DCmaCIEI 
SniSD BBIiDS 
QSQBQHQCJBEICICI 
EiffiDDe □□□□□ GQD 

GDCIG DQQEilD f3t*u uni 
□□□ GEnDGEl GDQQEl 

qqdqqgdciddedq 
□BQDQ □□□□ 
BGSQaDaEi DDDDDB 

□BOB BQDQEi DBBD 

Einnro qaims QBBB 


MaSMiHmd. 


38 Cowardly Lion's 
portrayer 

43 raiauea flow 

44 Window 
elamerrt 

46 Residences 

47 craft 

49 J.C. or Sammy 

50 Male red deer 


51 mater 

52 Salacious stare 

53 Heart of the 
matter 

54 Jamatean fruit 
56 Sch.in 

Blacksburg 
97 Police call 
letters 
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‘Retailers must show any increased 
cigarette prices on packs’ 


** RETAILERS ARJE • ’ ' 
of local cigareiics by ^*'^'^P«nies coniin 

pack amid aenial by manufaciunm * m' iis no 

companies that prices were cigaroucs. 

since the decision lo Hoai ihe or According to one 
of cigareites. -The ministry uMi decision 

monitor the prices in the lical nVar- p 

l^t and will find oui the reasons of traders 

die increase and whether it is lu\ i '^’'^gii'-'raiion.” He s 
fled or not, .the minister of industrv margin left to il 

and trade said. small and. as such rai 

Ad official source said suddIv Irom’ihis 

control teams will conduct a com Companies are still 
prehensive survey to check ci^a. P^ecs on ihc packs 
rette prices at reiail shops and take arc sold in the i 

the appropriate measures in this |t.*rcni prices. An of 

regard. Imernatjonal Tobacc 

Asked about the rise in prices a noi 

retailer said the decision to rioai ntiihing lo do ’ 

pnees has permitted selling cisa- P^ecs. "This i.s a pi 
reitM at whatever price a retailer niaiicr that i.s often 
wishes in light of supply and wierchanis ihemsclves, 

demwd. Some types of cigarettes . The International Ta 

are in demand more than other indicated that the firr 

brands. ducer cannot ohiiui> t 


|he companies continue to supply 
‘He market with its norma! needs of 


Rajai Salfiti, general manager of 
he ■ Union Tobacco Company 


According to one of the mer- 
cnanis, the decision to float the 
prices "has leli the pricing ceiling 
<'pcn itj the traders but without 
exaggeration.” He said that the 
prolit margin left to the retailers is 
small and. as such, raising the price 
IN acceptable from this standpoint. 

t-ompanie.s are still fixing selling 
prices on ihc packs of cigarettes 
which arc sold in the market at dif- 
lereni prices. An official at the 
International Tobacco Company 
•said ihe firm did not raise prices 
and has nothing lo do willi the high- 
er prices. "Thi.s i.s a purely individ- 
ual mailer that i.s often .stirred by the 
nierchams ihemsclves.” he added. 

. The Iniernulionul Tabacco official 
indicated ihai the firm or the pro- 
ducer cannot oblige the merchants 

U'lili fk.-. i^.. . 1 .t_ ■ 


willi the price fixed on the pack. 
‘Traders nave reacted in a totally 


A u . company iiaucns nave reacted in a totally 

stressed that there is no jusiificatioh ^'haoiic manner with the floating 
to raise prices as the .supply and decision and conscoucntly prices 

demand in the market did nor dillereni from one place to anoih- 

cnange from whai it used to be * he said. 

before ^e floating of prices. He Mohammad Abu Hazim, director 
indicated that the companies did not of the .A.mman Supply Department 
benefit until now from the floating agreed that the prices fixed on the 
decision as they opted to maintain pack arc not obliging to the traders 

ffip nnrpR u/ithfinf .->kar.n.« ... i. ^ i ^ .. 


the prices without change to keep 
their share of the markeL 
Salfiti said the sales and distribu- 
tion have stayed at their previous 
level but "some traders are hiding 
some brands in an attempt to push 
up their prices.” He emphasised that 


and should he seen only as indica- 
tors. “The trader should announce 
the retail price on the pack bv cros.s- 
ing out ihe factor)' price,” 'he .said 
stressing that if new prices are not 
announced on the pack it would be 
con.sidcred a violation fAJ Ra’i). 


U.S. brokers post worst quarterly results in years 


new YORK (Rl - 
Three large U.S. sccuri- 
lies firms hu%e reported 
iheir worst quurferl) 
results in years, idled by 
global financial lurmuil 
and a slowdown across 
key businesses such as 
bond trading and under- 
writing. 

'I'he largest U.S. broker- 
age, Merrill Lynch 6t Co. 
Inc., reported its first 
quunerly U>ss in almost 
nine years and s^tid ii 
would lay ulT 3,400 peo- 
ple. or five piT cent of its 
work fiirce, to rcsuirc 
profitability. 

The job cuts come us 
other Wall Street houses, 
such as finuneial services 
company Ciiigroup's 
.Salomon Smith Barney 
securities unit, are start- 
ing to hand out pink slips 
as revenues from busi- 
nesses such as underwrit- 
ing have jII but dried up. 

Merrill lost $164 mil- 
lion, or 42 cents a share, 
in the third quaner due lo 
a !^281i million nei charge 
to pay for severance 
costs. Excluding the 
charge, Merrill earned 
SI 24 iniilion, or 2H ceni.^ 
a share, down from a 
profit {>f S502 mitlion. or 
$1 .24 a share, in the year- 
ago quarter and well 
short of Wall Street 
c.xpecrations ot 45 cents a 
share. Net revenues 
declined seven per cent lo 
$.3.S hillion, from $4.1 
billion a year ago. 

Donaldson Liilkin 
Jenreiie (DLJ) posted its 
worst quarterly results 


ARIES: (March 21 loApril 19) ( 

Sunender to your partners |-| | f f 1 

w hims today. Be careful tomor- VJ 

row and Vfednesday. Take con- 

irol of the chequebook, and FORECAST FOR MO^ 
your impulses, or you' II go way 

over bud^ If you can do a job By Linda C. Black, Tri 

that includes both woric and — 

play, and is outside, you dedniiely win. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20t Get u wurk-rdaied question 
answered today so you can make your big decision later this 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY, OCTOBER 19, 199R 

By Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


^ ^ 1 tnunty. Yuu'll get it bv 

k 1^ talking. :tnd ihciv's plenty there. 

'On Friday, the re.st nf your 
" " attention shifts hi your pockei- 

VY, OCTOBER 19, 199B book. ,Si> what if you’re being 

HZZ2III2I! malerialiMic? It’s the perleci 

>e Media Services, Inc. time for it, through Saturday. 

RcLlx tu home on Sunday. 

SCORPIO: (Octohur 2.^ to November 2 1 } Succumb to the pres- 
.sure loJuy, and yuu'll find yoursdr gening suong^. a feeling that 
incruu.sc.s tnvn Thesday through ThurMlay. By Friday, you'll pop 


week JRrprn Tuesday thioughThursjtoy vou'll.te ready to choose, t hmmth into mau nificcncc. Get vourscii' sonu^ng spaial then. 


5,G-tS«r 


Wait forthe right momeni, and the best ofTer. By Friday, you could 
Stan seeing more money coming in. If not, niakc > our mmv in 
that direction. Shop with your sweciheun on Suiurday. for a sig- 
nificant gift Force yourself to go out and have fun on Sunday. 
GEMQINl: (May 21 to June 21) Romance dctlniiely blossoms 
j today. You may not get much else done. That's OK. You'll moke 
up for it this week, with some intense woriedav s. YtHi may surprise 
yourself with a commitment made on Friday, hut don't worry. 
Even though it's solid there's still rwm to play. Prove that on Sai- 
laday. You don't need to set nsali.stic again umil Sunday. 
CANCER: (June 22 to July 2 1 ) \VTiip your place into shape and 
don't waste a roomenL From Tuesday through Wednesday, 
romance, is in the air. No telling what will haf^n and when, so be 
ready. Rriday's a work day, even though you're still feeling rather 
passionate. Get used to the feeling. It'll be there for quite a while. 
There's work to be done c«i Saturday, toi"). but it .shouldn’t cramp 
your Style much. A partnership agreement you make Sunday will 
Iasi forever. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Acquire the skills you need today, 
for a job that eoes firom Tuesday through Thunilaj’. It’s a great 
rimp to fix up your place ev'eo if it means tossing some stuff ouL 
Be ready to panv by Friday irighi. You'll be in the mood. The fes- 
tjvilies could go through Saturday, but by Sundav' j'ou need to take 
care of business again. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22 ) The sun js in Libra and uie 
oKxxi is in Libra. Insider infoimaiion could lead to an exccMeiu 
A»qi today, so pay anendon. Focus on learning new skills from 
Tuesday through Thursday, and attack a difllculi payed on Friday 
and Saturday. Sunday is vour best day this week for romance. 
LIBRA: (September 23 'to October 22) You're mesistiWe io«^y. 
Plan your drae accordingly. From Tuesda.v through Thursday. 


and ivi Suumiuy, os a, wuy^T^lehnuing. Leum u new px'hiiiqvcs . 
m S unday . . ir5v*8,*“. , ' ■■■■ ; 

SAGITTARnJS: iNovember 22 to December 21) Let I'riends 
entice >’ou to go play today, You'll be sorry tumumrw, but lluit's 
OK. You'll have lo work late anyway. Piom then through Thuo>- 
day, the pressure increases, although you sum seeing the humour 
in it about Friday. Tihul’.s good, betmsc this is pressure you'll haw 
to get used to. It'll be in effuci for the next .30 days. 
CAFRiOORN: ( December 22 to Jonuaty- 20) Show an older per- 
son respu.1 and you'll be repaid with love. Parties and meetings 
take up the middle ol' the week, with your scurrying tu keep up. 
By about Thursday you should have your objective in mind and 
know what needs to be done nexL TTiai's good, because Friday 
and Samrday will be inien.se. Count your accomplishmenis on 
Sunday. Be proud of them. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Fcbruaiy' 19) Go as fur as you can 
and hack again today. Work on a deal tu improve your career 
tomorrow and Wednesday, and make the commitment on Thurs- 
day. Your friends want to play on Friday, but it’s liunJ to find the 
lime with (lie teacher watching. Lei ytHtr sweetheart have control 
on Saturday. Do the chores on Sunday. N«« to worry. This w'ill be 
good fiM* you. 

PISCES: (February 2U to March 20) Both the sun and moon are 
in iJbra. Money wants to come to you on Monday, .so give it a 
nudge in that diieclion. Wark interferes with uavcl plans Tuesday 
through Thursday, unless you find a way to do boih. If so, you' II 
make a good impression on your boss by Friday: it could result in 
a hivius on SalurUay. Let friends teach you a new game Sunda)'. 

Birthstonc of September: Opal — Tbunnaline 


since ihe investnieni bank 
went public tn 1995 
because (.if a $2.34 million 
net loss from trading and 
market making in emerg- 
ing market securities and 
high-yield, or junk bond, 
securities. OLJ earned 

just 525.7 million, or 15 
cents u share, in the third 
quarter, down 79 per cent 
(rom the $120.3 million, 
or 9.3 cents a share, it 
rung up a year ugo. 

The firm’s revenues 
from underwriting 

dropped 59 per cent to 
$122 million in ihe quar- 
ter. as investor appietile 
for debt and stock offer- 
ings all but dried up in 
volatile markets world- 
wide. 

Overall net revenues 
were down 30 per cent at 
$b95 million, from $989 
million u year ago. 

Paine Webber Group 

Inc., which derives most 
of its revenues from bro- 
kerage, was less hurt by 


the global financial tur- 
moil and posted a 27 per 
cent decline in third- 
quarter net income to 
$82.9 million, or 50 cents 
a share. This compared 
with a $112.8 million net 
income, or 7U cents a 
share, in (he year-ago 
quaner, and was a penny 
above Wall .Street expec- 
tations. 

A sharp drop m trading 
revenues to $148.5 mil- 
lion from S2S9.3 million 
a year ago caused 
PaineWebber's overall 
earnings to decline, 
although commission and 
asset management rev- 
enues hit record levels in 
the quaner. Overall net 
revenues declined 4.7 per 
cent to SI.U.3 billion, 
from $1.08 billion a year 
ago. 

In j sudden reversal of 
fortune.s, U.S. .securities 
firms are seeing some 
key businesses grind to a 
halt and their shares 


pounded by investors 
worried about potential 
trading losses and loans 
to investment funds for 
the wealthy, or hedge 
funds. The near bankrupt- 
cy of Long-Term Capital 
Management of Green- 
wich, Conn., lust month 
spurred fears of other 
hedge funds going belly 
up." 

"Because of the uncer- 
tainiie.s now apparent in 
the global economy, we 
anticipate a much more 
challenging environment 
ahead,” Merrill Chief 
Executive David Koman- 
sky .said in a statement. 

Brokerages were ring- 
ing up record profits and 
hiring people in droves in 
the first half of the year 
because of a strong U.S. 
stock market, record 
stock and debt offerings, 
and a flood of corporate 
merger deals. Now Mer- 
rill and others are starling 
to lay off employees, just 


as the industry employed 
a record 663,400 people 
across the nation in 
.August, up 10 per cent 
from a year ago. 

Wall Street houses that 
reported earnings for the 
quarter ended Aug. 31 — 
Goldman Sach.v &. Co. 
Inc., Morgan Stanley 
Dean Witter & Co. and 
Lehman Bros Holdings 
Inc. — all posted dou- 
ble-digit profit declines. 

Wall Street’s reversal of 
fortunes is reflected by 
Goldman’s recent deci- 
sion to shelve its plan to 
go public because global 
financial turmoil had 
depressed the firm's 
poicntiul value. Broker- 
age shares have fallen 
more than 50 per cent 
from their July highs, 
which meant Goldman 
partners would pocket 
million of dollars less in 
a stock offering than they 
originally planned on. 
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FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHEO 
SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 
355 sq.m^ 3 Mrooms, 
4 batiirooms 
Maid room, garden, 
garage, telephone 
Abdoun Real Estate 
5920605 - 079/530007 


I24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFH AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BIUNGUALSPEAKINC DRIVERS 
AIRCONDiTiONING 
MOBIIE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 


DA.TANT JEWELLERS 


CARNIVAL OF STYLE 


II At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman I 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality ki 
1 hour service 
Develop your cotour SIhi 
at OUT sht^ and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 

30%ta^: ^ 

* Free mtargement 

ZOxBOem. 


Shmeisant - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
gweifieh Tel: 822891 



h}is(-vh 

tr* » I 

Jc-wdru 


■*One & Two Bedrooms *Fully 
g ff fip pfld Kiicfienettes wOally A 
Long Stay *Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

c.RMtl : GiysBie gD.eom.Jo 


( ilifjiK (hsi^ns... 

for I iiicjiK jxopli 


p ERTISE IN THIS 
i^’rTlON CALL 



Fax: 5693337 



Delu:<e Villas 
and Apartments 





.dO&flamida 
FRIENDS OF BANI 
HAMIDA WOMEN'S 
WEAVING PROJECTS 

Beni Hamhia Wtoavings 
can be tound at 
The Jordan River Showroom 
. Rugs ■ Cushions 
. Weilhangings . Runners 

Open dally from 8:00 till 7:00 
(Fridays & official holidays 
from 10:00 till 7:00) 

Jabal Amman, 

1st Circle, off Rainbow Sl 
Tel.: 4613081 Fax: 4613083 


At 6th Circle 
Tel.; 5510001 



Meetings and Conferences 

Your success is our success 
Cali our dedicated Conference Organizer . 


“Now you can rent 
or buy offices 
with long-term financing’ 

ofl 


I CENTER 



For further Information TeL 4645324/5, Fax 4645326 
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Wild card Sampras beats 
Kucera for Vienna title 


VTENNA (R) — Pete 
Sampras made full use of 
awild card handed over by 
Boris Becker to beat 
Slovak Karol Kucera 6-3 7- 
6 (7-3) 6-1 in the final of 
the CA- Trophy on Sunday. 

Sampras, who is bidding 
to end 1998 os the world's 
No. 1 for a record sixth con- 
secutive year, ensured his 
top ranking for the next 
two weeks with his first 
title since Wimbledon. 

The 27-year-old 

.American was given the 
wild card by Becker for 
'“sporting reasons” after 
losing in the first round in 
Basie last week. 

Sampras, who now has 
22 indoor titles and 56 in 
all. needed only a single 
break in the third game 
against fifth seed Kucera to 
take the first set in 3 1 min- 
utes. 

He broke again in the 
first game of the second set 
before his form wavered 
and he dropped serve for 4- 
4. But Kucera handed 
Sampras the set in a 
tiebreak with a double fault 
and too many errors at the 
net. 

The Slovak, who began 
the year ranked 2Sth and 
entered the top 10 in April, 
had no reply to Sampras’ 
big serv'es in the third set 
and dropped set twice in 
the second and fifth games. 

Sampras' has won three 
further titles this year — 
Wimbledon. Philadelphia 
and Atlanta. 



Pete Sampras from the U.S.A. holds up his racket after vrinning against Karol Kucera 
of Slovakia in the final of the Austrian indoors tennis open October 18. Sampras won 
the final 6-3 7-6 6-1 (Reuters photo) 


McEnroe 
beats 
Leconte 
in seniors 
final 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Feisty 
John McEnroe challenged 
authorities to kick him out 
of tournaments if they had 
the courage after bating 
Frenchman Henri Leconte 
in the final of the 
Champions Senior Tennis 
Tournament here Sunday. 

The abrasive American 
fired a familiar-sounding 
broadside at officials after 
disposing of Leconte 6-4, 
6 - 2 . 

“If 1 break the rules and 
someone has the balls to 
bust me then let them do 
it.” he said defiantly. 

McEnroe's comments 
came after an explosive 
semi-final on Saturday dur- 
ing which the American 
insulted Australian ch:^ 
umpire Wayne McKewen. 

McEnroe, angered at a 
line call, then went on to 
abuse Swedish opponent 
Mikael Pemfors and mem- 
bers of the crowd. ’ 

But ‘Mac the Mouth' 
remained unrepentant 
Sunday. 

“It's exactly what people 
want but then they get mad* 
at me. That was nothing 
compared to what I am 
capable of,” 39-year-old 
McEnroe said. 

McEnroe said tennis 
needed an overhaul and 
referees and officials 
should be held more 
accountable for their 
actions. 

“Fun is not making bad 
calls. I don't see the fun in 
that.” he said. 

“We've butchered the 
game to the point where 
almost no-one cares — 
let's see if we can do some- 
thing about iL” 



World No. 1 Lindsay Daveuport of the United States holds up her trophy after beat- 
ing compatriot Venus Williams 7-5 6-3 to win the European indoor championships in 
KJoten. It was the sixth title of the season for Davenport (Renters photo) 

Davenport dazzles Williams 
in Europ^ean Championship final 


ZURICH (AFP) — 
Lindsay Davenport con- 
firmed her status as 
World No. 1 with victory 
over a below par Venus 
Williams in the European 
championships final here 
Sunday. 

The top seed success- 
fully defended her title 
with a 7-5 6-3 verdict 
over Williams who failed 
to raise her game to the 
level she had attained en 
route to this all U.S. 
showdown. 

The key to the match 
on the lightning fast 
indoor s^ace was 
always going to be the 
service, and in this 
department Davenport 
proved the stronger. 

The popular 22-year- 
oIcL who had complained 
of tiredness going into 
the competition, stamped 
her authority early on, 
breaking Williams in the 
third game. 


But her beaded oppo- 
nent immediately anulled 
the early advantage, 
fighting back to level at 
2 - 2 . 

^Ch both players find- 
ing their service rhythm 
the first set was always 
destined for a tie break, 
but the second seed 
slipped up with some 
unforced errors when 
serving at 5-5 to leave 
Davenport only having 
to hold serve to take the 
first set 7-5. 

The second set was 
characterised in the 
opening exchanges by 
three love service games. 

Williams, who made a 
catalogue of unforced 
errors on her normally 
deadly forehand, squan- 
dered five gilt edged 
chances to break serve, 
with Davenport getting 
out of jail on each occa- 
sion by stepping up a 
gear. 


The U.S. Open champi- 
on then clinched the 
issue on her first match 
point to maintain her fine 
record in Switzerland. 

As Williams ruefully 
pointed out at the presen- 
tation ceremony: 

“Lindsay never loses 
here, i should have 
known that going into 
the match.” 

Davenport added: “I 
seem to play better tennis 
in Switzerland, that's 
four tour wins in a row 
here. 1 love this counuy.” 

As the winner embarks 
on a well earned rest 
there was no respite for 
her vanquished opponent 
who had an engagement 
back on court later in the 
afternoon in the doubles 
final. 


Hod(jle 

offers 

hope 

to troubleij 
Gazza 


LONDON (AFP) — Paul 
fia^yng ne has been handed 
the inoendve of a possible 
return to die England squad 
by coach Glenn Hoddle in a 
bid to focus ihe troubled mid- 
Selder's mind duzing his 
recoveiy progcamme. 

Hoddle, who had urged the 
wayward star to seek help 
sev^ Times in the past, was 
relieved that he had finally 
checked into a ho^ial laa 
week sort out his problems 
with alcoboL stress and 
depiessiOT. 

The En gland coacfa said be 
realises that the 31-year-old 
has only faVen die small 
step on die k»g road to recov- 
ery, bur Hoddle is convinced 
that he can sdll lesuizect his 
cateec 

Hoddle has o&red him a 
target — Ertglanifs nesd Euro 
2(XX) qualifier against Poland 
at Wembl^ on Match 27 — 
to help him overcome his dif- 
ficulties. 

‘Thai is way widdn his 
range. I hope be gets hims elf 
and his game back widiin 
shape widdn two moodis,'’ 
said the England coach. 

“He's got to sort himself as 
a person. The player doesn't 
conie fc^ if the person does- 
n't get hims elf ti^ first But 
we’ll just have to keep die 
door open and give him that 
incendve. 

“It's a sad, sad situation but 
at least he's done it There 
were many concerns. But 
that’s only one little stepping 
stone, he’s got to make marry, 
many more if he's gcnng to 
overcome it alL 

Tf we can ga him back to 
how he was just over a year 
ago, though then he's got to 
thretden to get back into the 


Gascoigne's in. 

cppipg with fame and die 
ensuing sczutmy of bis jsiv^ 
life, the breakdown of his 
marriage and bis apparently 
addictive petsoDaliQr have ril 
ccmtributed to Ms downfelL 
His fiirmer li^ddlesbrou^ 
raamma te Paul Meistxi, him- 
self a recovedng alcriiolic, 
believes that it was the mid- 
fielder's axing fiom 
England's Worid Cup squad 
that finally tipped him over 
the edge. 

Hoc^e, who vxk what was 
in the end a lar;^ly uncontto- 
versial decision in view of 
Gascoigne's incieasiagly 
obvious preference for aloo- 
bol, cig^ettes. kebabs and 
late nights out radier than get- 
ting himself fit differs 
that point of view. 

He insists diat if it had been 
the main facior in Ms down- 
M, Gascoigne would never 
have been able to start die'sear 
son again before finally 
aHmitting fae had a laoblem 
after a four-day dkMking 
binge in Dublin last week 
/s^hoL it would seem, is 
the key to (jascoigne's prc^ 
lems and Hoddle, like his pre- 
decessor Graham Taylcff a full 
five years eariier; bad been 
one of many people ur ging 
Mm to seek ptofesaonal be^. 

“I encoora^ Mm. but 
is Paul and at the end of the 
dr^, sometimes you go 50 per 
cent there and the SO per 
crat has to come fiom foe per- 
son.” explained Hoddle. 

“MaiQr people who have 
been around Mm, even some 
of foe players, we’ve all said 
that PdjI ba$ to make his own 
dedaoDS. 

“At foe end of foe day, it's 
got to come down oa some- 
body’s shoulders and ftete’s 
only one pereoiL 
“Now te*s prepared to take 
a look at Mm^ and per- 

bq)s for foe first time, that 
mayl^ just ma^ a lot of 
tMs is down to Mm." 


Asian Football Confederation chief 
calls for cheating clampdown 


BANGKOK (AFP) — The general secre- 
tary of the Asian Football Confederation 
(AFC) said on Sunday the grouping will 
investigate teams suspected of chewing by 
fielding over-aged players. 

Peter Velappan delivered his message to a 
meeting of tea»m officials at the 31st AsiM 
Youth Football Championship in 
Chiangmai for players aged under 19 which 
opened on Saturday. '* 

He warned that the “noose” was tighten- 
ing around the neck of those involved, the 
AFC said in a statement. 

“The chorus for action on this form of 
rhft.^ting is growing and the AFC will not 
shirk its responsibility.'* be said. 

His remarks were prompted by com- 
plaints that the under-l6 final round won by 


Thafland last month involved several play- 
ers believed to be overaged. 

“We are in the process of appomting a 
to visit the couniries involved for an 
in-depth investigation,* he said. 

The statement did not indicate whtt 
attfOTip ts would be made to ensure th^ 
t^sTwc participating in Chiangmai do not 
'cheat. 

Asian football’s image was severely tar- 
nished during the Tiger Cup FoofeaH cham- 
pionship in Vietnam, where Thailand and 
Indonesia both tried to lose the g ame , 
resulting in botii teams being fined. 

There have been new allegations about 
march-fixing in leagues in several AFC 
mernber countries along with arrests of 
players, bookies and even referees. 



Valencia s player Gaizka Mendieta (R) b tackled by Athletic Bilbao’s player Roberto 
Rios (Clin front of Jules Guerrero. Athletic Bilbao won 2>0 (Reuters photo) 

Real back atop Spanish League 


MADRID (AFP) — A flash 
of brilliance by international 
striker Raul helped put Real 
Mteirid bark on 'of *tbe^ 

SpanisEi le^e foUbwing 
seven-goal thriller Sanu^y 
atZar^za. 

Raul's superbly-executed 
lob just before foe break set 
up a 4-3 triumph in wMch 
^rnando Ifieno, Roberto 
Carlos and Predras Mijatovic 
were also on taigeL 

Real, who slumped to a 
shock defeat against strug- 
gling Beds a week ago, now 
lead the table by a point from 
Zaragoza. 

There was no less excite- 
ment back in foe capital, 
where three players were 
sent off and 14 booked as 
Atletico Madrid beat 
Tenerife 2-0. 

Atletico's Brazilian mid- 
field wizard Juninho scored 
from the spot but was then 
dismissed, while two other 
Samba stars — Tenerife's 
Andre Luis and Juninho's 
fonner Middlesbrough team- 
mate Emerson — were also 
red -carded. 

Roberto made it 2-0 for 
Atletico in foe dying sec- 
onds. 

Yet another Brazilian — 
Everton Giovanella of 
Sal aman ca — was sent fOT an 
early bath in a 1-1 draw at 
Barcelona, who are just fifth 
following thdr fourth draw 
in six games this season. 

One of Barca's many 
Dutchmen Philip Cocu fired 
the giants ahead after 

58 minutesa but Edu Alonso 
rescued Salamanca a point 
with foe equaliser four min- 
utes later. • 

In the wMte-hot atmos- 
phere at Zaragoza, Fernando 
Hierro put European champi- 
ons R^ ahead from the 
penal^ spot after 12 minutes 
and Brarilian wingback 
Roberto Carlos made it 2-0 
within five minutes. 

Foimer Aston Villa striker 
Savo h^osevic pulled one 
back at the midway point of 
the first half with a ta^in but 
Raul’s s tunning effort sent 


Real 3-1 up just before the 
bne^ 

Argentine Gustavo Lopez 
gsvcZars^azSL hope at 2^ on 
tte hour but dieadly V&gostN 
Prediag Nfijatovic Mt Real’s 
fourth on 72 minutes before 
anofo«»^ Aigentine. Kill 
Gonzalez, struck back to 
leave Real with their noses in 
front — but only jusL 

Raiul's sixth of foe season 
made him foe league’s lead- 
ing scorer. 

Claude Makelele, Juan 
Sanchez and ex Celtic striker 


Jorge Cadete aO scored with 
fine strikes as Vigo travelled 
to Beds and came away vrith 

*a' fine 3 -Of wm'^infoich 

'ihein'f ourfo'lewel^bn "pbinls 
with Atletico and Barcelona. 

Champions League partid- 
pams Athletic Bilb^ ! aa 
sixth following a 2-0 home 
win over Valencia, mired in 
the lower reaches of foe 
table. Ismael Uizaiz and 
Juieo Guerrero were the men 
on target for the Basque out- 
fit 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTH OmAR SHARIF 
&TANNAHHIRSCH 
eigis T«M iMM Smmcm to 


WEEKLY BRIDGB QUIZ 


Q. 1 • NaiUier ▼ulnenble, as 
South you hold; 

•763 eK8766 0SJ84 *6 

*nie bidding has proeoeded: 

MDBZH EAST SOUTH WEST 

14 PsM le Pan 

20 Pm ? 

What do you bid oow7 

A - In tha modem a^Ie, North's 
rereiae is Ibrdng £br one round. 
Souths first duty, holding a five- 
card major, is to rabid it Othanrise 
South two no trump with a 

minim am and a stopper in the 
t^id smt, or creates a {brdng ao^ 
tioa by sopportiog one ofpartnar'o 
sidta at me thiee-leveL luralbre, 
bid two hearts, plaiming to show 
your dinmnnd support next tiwIaM 
partner raises bmuts. 

Q. 2 . East-West vulaereble, as 
South you hold; 

•3 9QJ107 OA1066 ««»62 

* nie bidding iunt prmrfdrd: 

NOBTH EAST SOITIH WEST 
1* IXT Dbl 24 
Pass Pese ? 

What actios do you take? 

A - Your doable »u»t 

the hand belongs to your nde and 
asks paitoer to grant you the right 
of way. Paitntf has ouked, and the 
Way to thank him is todm^e. This 

hand, short IQ epaner’e suit, la da» 

^ for such Bctiaa. 

Q. S • As South, vuhieiable, you 
hbld: 

*A8 Q1076S CAQJlOS.eAf 

^utner Opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respouA 

A - lUBisaperieethaodrora 
jump shift to three dluon^ a 

poweifiil hand, lidi in contnis, 

with a source of tricks and a fit (br 


WEST NORTH 
84 4* 


opener's si^ 

Q.4~- East-West vulnerabfe, as 
you hold: 

4AEJ687 t7108 OASJ8 «6 

Ihebi 
EAST 

14 1* 

54 ? 

What acUon do you take? 

A - You Gamut be sure wbeas 
hand it is.butyouareGartanity 
goiog to anopete to ' 

Howerer, it does no hann to bid 
diamonds along the aw. It will 
give partner 8 better idea of how to 
p r oceed mould the opp o nents bid 


Q.5 ■ Neither volnerable. as 
Soothyouhold: . 

^K62 CTO 1^ 8 OVoId 4KJ838 

W^tactiea^ you take? - 

A - Another textbook hand. Values. 

for an opening Ud, ahormese in 
opener's suit and support for aO the ' 
onbid auifis. If you d^’toakea 
takeout doable with thia lumd, 
vriMowfllyou? 

Q. 6 - As South, vnlnarabla. you 
hold: 

4J4 UAQ10878 

3heMdntg has proceeded; 

VEST NOanH EAST 80UXB 
84 Ful Pass 7 
What action do you take? 

A > WesVs premnpt has addeved 
Ha purpose — any acdonyau taka 
is &au^ with danger. Knvaear, if 
you elect to do notl^ JOB an ^ 
ing tile (mpoaentB lT»»Dw»n to sfiw 
you bliML Bid tour haaitt and hope 
I partner has the 
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imADEmSAT 


Kevin Sorbo .. in 

mi 

THE CONQUEROR 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:15. 
8;30. 10:30 


CINEMA THj40*J44 

, PHILADELPHIA T , 

!'■ A 

Bruce Willis .. in 

LAST MAN STANDING 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 
8:30. 10:30 


QNEMA 


m:S699238 


PIA2A 




CINEMA 


TEL:567y420 




Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDIATTHB 
AAiERICAN UNIVERSITT 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD 




NASSER 

Shows; 12:30. 3:30, 6:15,8:30.10:30 
cqncord:"2- 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30, 530 only 






ONBIU. m: 9934793 

GAlLERlAi 


ABDOUN 

\vww.cns.com.joKialleria 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDIATTHE 
AMERICAN UNIVERSrnr 

Shows: 3:30. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


^ i!:diema 


A 


TEL: S934793 

6AUERIA2 . 




ABDOUN 

www.cns. com. Jo/Galieiio 
Harrison Ford ...in 

SIX DAYS 
SEVEN NIGHIS 


J\ 


Shows: 3-30, 6:30, 830, 10:30 




Waidnmpik 

■diemriAt^ 
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Rios wins Singapore Open 


vs;:;-^ -iid 3 
• -.2 i-. fKH w 
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SINGAPORE (AFP) _ 
World No. 3 Marcelo Rios 
on Sunday finally broke 
ihe jinx dogging top seeds 
in Singapore when he out- 
played Australian Mark 
Woodforde 6-4. 6-2 in the 

final of the S700.000 
Singapore Open ATP Tour 
tennis toumameni. 

The Chilean became the 
first player to win the tour- 
oament after getting the 
top billing. This was his 
seventh ATP Tour title of 
the year. 

lo the past .six Singapore 
Open tournaments, no top 
^eed had even made it tu 
the finid, except Michael 
Cbang in 1996 when he 
lost to the then qualifier 
Jonathan Stark. 

Rios showed no mercy to 
tiis 33-year-old opponent, 
blasting winner after win- 
ner from the baseline. The 
Chilean, 10 years younger 
[han Woodforde. got his 
main weapon — the down- 
fhe-Iine pass — working 
right from the word go and 
never let up. 

ft was alway.s a struggle 
for Woodforde, the oldest 
man in the tournament, to 
keep pace with his finer 
rival. 

The first break of serve 
materialised in game five 
once Rios, winner of the 
Grand S/am Cup in 
Hannover. Germany two 
weeks ago, had worked out 
Woodforde *s gameplan. 

The Australian was rush- 
ing to the net at every 
opportunity and once the 
Ctulean began to find the 
mark, with his passing 
shots, it was effectively 
curtains. 

The experienced 

Woodforde did change his 
strategy and- began using 
the slice more often to 
draw Rios to the net, not 
the favourite pan of the 
court for the former World 
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Mareelo Rios of Chile raises the champion’s cup 
Simday after winning the Singapore Open.W'urld No. 3 
KJM defeated .Aastralian Mark Woodforde 6-4 6-2 to 
claim (he $107,000 ca.sh prize (Reuters photo) 


No. 1 . 

TTie tactics did seem to 
work • when \Vc»odfordc 
managed to recover Ironi a 
break down in the second 
SCI. Bui again Rios was 
more than a match a.s he 
found the angles even with 
his noi-so-fiercc volleys. 

Rios broke Woodforde ’.s 
next two service games a.s 
again the .AusiruHan decid- 
ed to serve and volley. The 
top seed did have u few 
hiccups closing out the 
match when he double 
faulted on the first mulch 
point and then faced u 
break point with a casual 


forehand. 

Bui sensing trouble, he 
came up with big .serves to 
be greeted with u standing 
ovation from the near 
capacity crowd ut the 
Singapore Indoor Siadium. 

The Chilean leaves 
SI 07,000 and 250 ATP 
points richer. 

Woodforde had to remain 
content with ihu runner-up 
prize of S56. 100 though his 
rankings ore sure lo jump 
with the 175 ATP points 
plus the bonus points for 
defeating second seeded 
Croatian Goran Ivanisevic, 
a top 20 player. 
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Uflited win 5-1, home in on Villa 


s:' : . 
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LONDON (AFP) — 
Manchester United stepped 
up their title challenge by 
(luashing Wimbledoa 5-1 
on Satuf^y. while runaway 
English PKmiership leaders 
Aston were held to a 
go^ess draw at West Ham. 

United were in irresistible 
fonn at Old Trafford as they 
cut Villa’s lead to four 
points but there was disap- 
pointment for reigning 
champions Arsenal who 
were held to a 1-1 at 
Highbury by basement club 
Southampton. 

In other matches, the 
Merseyside derby between 
Evercon and Livetpool 
ended goalless. Newcastle 
celebrated a 2-1 win over 
Derby and Chelsea beat 
Charlton by the same score 
after an SSth-minute win- 
ner. 

Middlesbrough come 
from behind to beat 
Blackburn 2-1 while Io- 
nian Leeds drew 1-1 at 
Nottingham Forest 

At Old Trafford, Ryan 
Giggs scored on his come- 
back after a three-week 


injury lay-off while Andy 
Cole struck twice and David 
Beckham and Dwight Yorke 
grabbed the other goals ns 
United swamped 

W'lmbledon. 

United manager Alex 
Ferguson, whose squad 
have been hit by a string of 
carly-season injuries, was 
delighted by his side's 
biggest »’in of the season. 

"Some of the football in 
the first half was superb and 
we .should have been u lot of 
goals up at half-time," 
Ferguson said. 

“We got a warning when 
Wimbledon equalised, but 
Ryan Gigg.s’ goal right on 
half-time sealed the mutch." 

Double winners Arsenal 
were left to regret missing a 
hatful of chunces as crisis 
club Souihumpion secured 
only their second point out 
of a possible 27 when David 
Howells equalised Nicolas 
Anelka'b opener. 

Arsenal boss .Arsene 
Wenaer accused hi.s lean? of 
lacking a killer instinct, but 
was also furious with refer- 
ee Jeff Winter, who turned 


down a trio of confident 
penalty appeals by Arsenal 
und was Jeered thmughoui 
by (he home fans ibr a 
string of amazing deci.sions. 

Newcastle United manag- 
er Ruud Gullit hailed what 
he described as his side's 
best performance since he 
look over from Kenny 
Dalglish six weelcs ago as 
(he l^agpie.s' sun'ived a con- 
certed fighiback by Derby. 

“We learned a lot again 
from the lust 15 minute.s,” 
said the Dutchman. ‘That's 
when I saw in certain 
momenu; people keeping 
the ball, being professional, 
and playing for the re.suli. 
The way we interpreted the 
game was excellent.*’ 

Liverpool joint manager 
Roy Evans claimed his team 
were unlucky not to have 
their first win over their 
Merseyside rivals in five 
years after the 0-0 draw at 
Goodison Park. 

Leeds, who had full buck 
Danny CronvilJe .sent off 
after .3] minutes, buttled to 
u 1-1 draw ui Premiership 
new boys Forest. 


Jordan Basketball 
Federation board resigns 

Issue will have serious consequences 
on sports in Kingdom — Majdoub 


By Aleeo Bamuyan 

AMMAN — The president of the 
Jordan Basketball Federation 
(JBF) Sunday warned that the reu- 
son.s which led to his team's resig- 
nation would have serious conse- 
quences on Jordanian sports. 

Mudar Majdoub made his com- 
ments hours after the minister of 
ytnith und culture received the 
JBF’s muss resignation letter 
Sunday morning. 

The resignation followed over u 
month of controversy and strained 
relations between the JBF and AJ 
Jazireli Club after the lauer recent- 
ly withdrew their p'ayers from the 
national basketball team on the 
eve of the team's departure to an 
inteniotional toumameni in Tuipei. 

With four key players missing 
the lineup, Jord^ fini.shed sixth in 
the (en-tearn :ourne>'. 

.After the mediation of the 
Ministry’ of Culture and Youth, the 
JBF asked A1 Ja/.ireb's players to 
rejoin the team. However, Al 
Ja/ireh, whose basketball team is 
sponsored by Aramex, declined 
and suspended all their players 
from JBF activities citing ‘‘bias 
against the club." 

The issue remained unresolved 
even after a meeting with the JBF 
which imposed u JD4,000 fine und 
suspended Jazirch's withdrawing 
players for two seasons. 

The JBF's resignation decision 
.seems to have followed the Oct. 15 
meeting wiili the Secretary' 
General of the Minist^ of Culture 
and Youth Tbouqan (jheidai, fol- 


lowing which the mmisury issued a 
statement siviiie the "problem had 
been solved with all sides uphold- 
ing the interests ot the national 
team and the gome." 

Majdoub explained that the 
nteeiing had not resolved the issue 
since Al Jazireh "were allowed to 
air their grievances and get jwu) 
with their mistake without repri- 
mand while the JBF was not given 
the chance to present their side of 
the case." 

"We did not say that our decision 
would be reversed following the 
meeting. The JBF hud endorsed 
the suspension and fines .tccording 
to ministry regulations. We believe 
(hat they should be resolutelv 
implemented without bias." 

"Disregarding regulatiiins sets a 
serious precedent lo any club or 
player to repeal the same. It will 
have .serious repercussions on 
sports in general," .Majdoub noted. 

He added that the JBF was will- 
ing to reconsider the issue had 
there been a goodwill gesture on 
the part of Arame.x otljcials and .Al 
Juzireh's board. 

However. .Majdoub e.xpluined 
that the problem w as further com- 
plicated when .Al Jazireh failed to 
consult the JBF and sent their team 
to u loumumcni in Beirut under 
.Aramex' s name on the same day 
both sides met with the ministry. 

*This added fuel to the lire, it 
clearly demonstrated that tiieir was 
no goodwill on their pan. They 
deal with the JBF as Al Jazireh 
Club whenever their interests are 
at stake, but disregard us and don 


.Araniex's mask whenever they 
choose not to." 

Majdoub said the invitation to 
the Lebanese toumev was initially 
to .Al Orthodox] Club, who con- 
sulted the JBF and agreed not to 
paflicipjie since t)ie naiional ream 
is currently training. 

"Jazireh’s move to take pan 
under the .Aramex name shows 
that they have completelv disre- 
garded regulations and have no 
respect tor the niinistiy’s or the 
JBF's regulations. 

“This is exactly why such issues 
should not be solved in the passive 
manner of the secreiaiy general. 
The way he handled the issue 
overlooked official regulations set 
by his own ministry." 

Majdoub said the JBF was 
preparing the team for the Pan- 
Arab Games and that ail parties 
needed to cooperate to make it a 
success. 

"This is just the beginning of 
preparations for such a big event 
hosted in the Kingdom. We will 
hav e more toumuments and many 
differences in opinion are bound to 
pop up," he said. 

"Clubs cannot withdraw- ihetr 
players whenever they have u 
problem w ith the coach or federa- 
tion. There ore other ways to 
resolve such issues. Unfortunately, 
our relations with .Al Jazireh- 
.Aramex seem to have come to a 
dead end. It no longer serves the 
game if they continue in this man- 
ner." 

The JBF prestdem said .Al 
Jazireh had referred to other issues 


like the concelluiion of the 
women's as well as most age- 
group categories which he said 
was decided after consulting the 
clubs. 

.Majdoub explained that in the 
case of the Lf-14 tourney only two 
reams participated. "Both clubs 
agreed to play three friendly 
matches and we provided referees 
and medals." 

"In the U-IS case, the national 
team was regrouped for the West 
.Asian Zone toumantenc. We could 
not have organised a competition 
al the same time, so we delayed 
ii." 

"Why should we be biased 
against any club when we are 
working on a vofuniaiy basis for 
the good of the gome," he added. 

Majdoub cited that the JBF had a 
neutral position and noted that 
only recently .Al Jazireh's head of 
basketball operations Fadi Sabbah 
wa.s coach of the .Arab .All-Stars 
while Jazireh's centre Ma'an Odeh 
was the only Jordanian on the line- 
up of the team who faced a group 
of .NB.A players in celebration of 
opening new facilities at Beirut’s 
Al Riyadi Club. 

The JBF resignation letter was 
signed by Majdoub and board 
members Nu'mun Asfour. Musa 
Hudeib, Jamal Zoki, Nayef 
Radaydeh, Wasim Zu'mot and 
Rajoi Sukkor. 

Al Jazireh's officials were not 
available for comment. 


Williams, 
Seles head 
Moscow 
entries 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
American phyurs Minus 
Williams and Monica Seles 
head a .%ong enny for ihc 
$926,250 Ladies KremUn Cup 
WTA tour event which begins 
here on Tuesday. 

Vnaly Yakovenko, Russian 
tennis a:»octadon press-oflicer, 
told AFP the fielci which fea- 
lutes II of die world’s top 2U 
players, is the strongest in the 
history of the event 

expect Concliita 
Mardnez, NulalieTauziat, Fatty 
Schitydcr and Maiy Pieice to 
play with lucul favourite .Anna 
Koumikovu likely to be one of 
the eight .seeds. 

But bock injuiy has niled out 
Czech Jana Navoina from 
dd'ending the title. The winner 
of this year’s tournament will 
receive $150,000 and a silver 
trophy tw Cartier. 


Exquisite Car For Sale (Duty Unpaid) 


^gS^BMW^SOiir^arcoal schneizer racing 
system, fully loaded, excellent condition. Asking 
price; JD1 0,000 It’s a steal. 

Please call Dr, SALAM 079/591915 


EXPATRIATE LEAVING, SELLING: 

SUZUKI. MODEL 87: SJ 413 JX, 4-WHEEL DRIVE, 
DUTY UNPAID, JD2.500 (NEGOTIABLE) 

AND FURNITURE ITEMS. 

CALL: 5667072-AMMAN 
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4 LUXURIOUS APARTT/IENTS FOR SALE OR RENT 
Furnished or Unfurnished 
' The tour apartments have an area of 250 sq.m. each. 
them include two bedrooms, one of them has a very n«:e , 

including diplomalic reception, two bathrooms. k-«chen ^iewy 
and spacious partours. The fourth apartment includes 
rooms, three bathrooms, balcony, kitchen and spacious parlo^^ I 
■ The building is located fn Deir-Ghbar area, near the French 

School, with super luxurious cflCAdM 

Reference Tel.: 079^45774 or 5856435 
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FLAT FOR RENT 

Newly-built, super deluxe, independent 
villeLcated in an excellent residenual 
Chinese Embassy in Dahial Al Rabia. App area ^ sQ^m 
Consissng of four bedrooms (one 
rooms, spacious living room 

reception/dining area, a “9 deluding central 

room. Separate entrance and utilities p_hassv 

heating sy^m. Was leased by the 

For more details, please call owner 
Tel.: 5537952 



JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO., LTD. 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO TENDER 
No 30F/98 

JPMC announces the invitation to Bid No. 30 F/98 

for the supply of: 

(12,000 metric tonnes of wet aluminium hydroxide) 
The tender documents are available at JPMC offices 
in Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 p.m. local 
time Thursday 29th, October, 1998. Application for 
documents should be accompanied by a non- 
refundable fee of JD125 for each set of tender doc- 
uments. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 hours 
local time Tuesday 3rd November, 1998. 

Sameh Madanl, 

Managing Director 


Yankees beat Padres 9-6 in series opener 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The 
BrcHix Bunglers have found 
redemption. 

Tino Martinez and Chuck 
Knoblauch, whose playoff 
mistakes made them targets 
for angry' fitos, cleared their 
names' und the bases to rally 
the New York Yankees past 
San Diego 9-6 to open the 
94ih World Series. 

Martinez led the Yankees 
by batting in 1 23 runs this 
.•%ason but drove in only one 
in the playoffs with only five 
hits in 33 times at bat in the 
post-seuson fur a club affec- 
tionately known a.s the Bronx 
Bombers. 

Knoblauch's menial error 
of not fielding a boll in the 
American League 

Championship Series led lo a 
Yankee defeat and he joined 
Muninez in being booed by 
Ihe notoriously tough crowds 



New York Yankees Chuck Knoblauch (R) and Tino 
Martinez slap hands after the Yankees defeated the San 
Diego Padres 9-6 in Game 1 of the World Series 
(Reuters photo) 


at Yankee Stadium. 

'The bumble brothers 
became siblings in success 
here Saturdaj' by powering a 


seven-run seventh inning, 
Martinez with a game-win- 
ning grand slam after 
Knobfauch hir a gome-tying 


ihree-run homer. 

"Tino and 1 have been try- 
ing to keep each other up." 
Knoblauch said, '‘^'ou tr>' to 
lift each other up. 1 was prob- 
ably more excited when he 
hit his home run than wfien 1 
hit mine. It was a great feel- 
ing." 

Knoblauch, who came here 
this .season from Minnesota, 
tried to quickly put his field- 
ing faux pus behind him. 

'Throughout the season it's 
a roller coaster ride, up.s and 
doivns. You hope you're able 
to stay consistent," 
Knoblauch said. "You have 
to let it go. There's nothing 
you cun do to change it. You 
have to mox’e beyond iL" 

Martinez was happy to end 
his batting .slump but happier 
to see Knoblauch draw a cur- 
tain call from the sellout 
crowd of 56.712. 


DUTY UNPAID 

MITSUBISHI PAJERO — FOR SALE 

' 5 Doors • 7 Seats • Air Conditioning • Power Steering • 
Electric Windows - 5 Speed Gear Box • My88 
" Very Good Condition’ Price JD4.000. 

Tel: 5668171 Sun-Fri from 8:00 to 14:30 
Ask for Mouse Bayer or Mohammed Al Jad 


ALEEN BOUTIQUE 

Announces its big sales on Simone Perele 
brassiere, sizes 30 and 32. 

Aleen Boutique, the First Circle, 

Abu Sham Building. 

TeL: 4628266 


JOB OFfORTUNlTY 


IS clArrCKVly 

1-P you <?iv€ ciUiJiU-piezA 
ple^^se <^pply Ik pcv-soH 
uiiH\ your e^Auc^ViOH 
€>«peri€HCe C€vVi-plC«nf€S- 


AAAAAAN 

^mott 


Hora 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


A leading non-governmental organisation working in coop- 
eration with a research centre al the University of Chicago 
is seeking to fill the posts of two full-time Researchers at 
its Research and Database Unit that focuses on child 
related issues. Interested candidates must have the fol- 
lowing requirements: 

1 . A PhD degree in one of the following fields: 
Sociology, Psychology, Education 

(with emphasis on eariy childhood). Social 
Policy, Childhood and Community Development 
and Public Health (with emphasis on childhood). 

2. Extensive experience in conducting applied 
research in child related issues. 

3. Excellent command of both spoken and written 
Arabic and English. 

4. Substantial statistical background, computer 
skills, and experience in database management 
systems. 

Note: MS degree candidates fulfilling the above require- 
ments could apply for the posts. 


Please apply to the position: 


Researcher. 
P.O.Box 941096 
Amman 11194 
Jordan 





12 News 


Iraq calls for improved 


relations with Turkey 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi 
Vice President Tafaa Yassin 
Ramadan called Sunday for 
improved reladoos with 
Ti^ey, at a meeting with 
Tuildsb Minister of State 
Mehmet Batalli. die official 
news agency INA reported. 

*T^veloping bilateral rela- 
tions is linked to a political 
decision, dee from the pres- 
sures of foreign parties which 
give priority to their own 
interests.” said Ramadan. 

The vice president was 


referring to the United States 
which has taken a hard line 
against the lilting of 
sanctions in force against 
Iraq since its 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait 

Iraq was “ready to deepen 
its historic relations and open 
new horizons for coopera- 
tion'* with Turkey, Ramadan 
said. 

Baghdad's relations with 
Ankara have been strained by 
Turkish military incursions 
into northern Iraq in pursuit 


of Kurdish rebels and by a 
dispute over the sharing of 
the Tigris and Euphrates 
rivers. 

But Iraq named a new 
ambassador to Turkey earlier 
this month after a one-year 
gap. The appointment fol- 
lowed Turkey’s decision to 
send an ambassador to 
Baghdad, the first since 
1992. 

Batalli arrived in Bagdad 
on Saturday at the head of a 
21 -member delesation for 


trade talks and to discuss 
repairs to an oil pipeline 
bnween the two countries. 

The talks will also cover 
possible new contracts for 
Turkey to sell foodstuffs to 
Iraq under the UJ^. oil-for- 
food programme. 

The programme allows 
Iraq to sell crude in return for 
humanitarian supplies. 
Turkey, a key trading partnCT 
of pre-sanctions Iraq, says it 
has lost S33 billion because 
of the embargo. 


Palestinian bishop at centre of 
Israel-Vatican row takes office 


HAIFA (AFP) — A 
Palestinian bishop who was at 
the centre of an acdmonious 
row between the Israeli gov- 
ecnment and the Vatican earli- 
er diis year took office this 
weekend. 

Moosignor Boutros 

Muallem. the new Greek 
Catholic bisht^ of Acre, con- 
ducted his first Mass in die 
Church of Saint John in 
Israel’s dmd city Sunday after 
a lengthy audience with Pope 
Jdin P^ n earlier in the 
week. 

Muallem's nomination 
sparked a public protest in 
August from Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

Netanyahu charged that die 
Vatican chose Muallem ov'er 
an Israeli Arab cleric preferred 
by his government under pres- 
sure from a senior Palestine 
Liberation Oiganisation mem- 
ber, Farouk Kaddoumi, and 
HUarioo C^cd. an exiled 
Palestinian cleric who was 
once jailed by Israel on 
charges of smuggling arms. 

Netanyahu's attempted 
intervention drew an angry 
rebuke from Rome and thr^- 


Jerusalem’s holy sites 
key to peace — Vatican 


CAIRO (AFP1 — Solving the disputes over 
Jerusalem's holy sites is &e key to peace in 
die Middle East, >^can Foreign Minister 
Jean-Louis Tauran said Sunday. 

'It's clear diat diere will not be peace as 
long as die inoblem of the holy sites and 
places of wtx^hrp in Jerusalem is not 
resolved,” Monsignor Tauran told reporters 
following a meeting here widi ^yptian 
E’lesident Hosni Mubarak. 

The \^lican believes it is essential to insure 
that these sites do not belong to any one party 
but are available to the whole world,” he said. 

In September the Arab League called on the 
Holy to provide clarification on an agree- 
ment signed between Israel and the Vuican 
late last year to formalise the status of the 
Roman Catholic Church in the Jewish state. 


The agreement stipulates that the accord is 
tqrplicable ”wbeie Israeli law is observed,” 
wUch from an Israeli point of view includes 
contested Arab east Jerusalem, illegally 
annexed by Israel and home to the Holy 
Sepulchre. 

The Holy Sepulchre is die holiest of 
Christian sites, where many Christians believe 
the body of Jesus Christ is buried. 

The Vatican does not recognise Israel's 
annexation of Arab east Jerusalem, and the 
Holy Sm has underlined that the agreement it 
sign^ with Israel does not concern 
Jerusalem, for which it wants international 
protection. 

Tauran said he had discussed with Mubarak 
“ideas on the peace process and the future of 
Jenisalem.” 


ened to sour Israel's sensitive 
relations with the ^^can, 
which insists the appointment 
of bishops is the church's 
responsibility alone. 

An Israeli official later 
acknowledged that it was 
‘Tiighly unusual anywhere in 
the democratic world” for a 


government to attempt to 
block a ^^tican appointment. 

Rabbi David Rosen, a nego- 
tiator between Israel and the 
Holy See. described the inci- 
dent as an “unfortunate misun- 
derstanding'* which had led to 
“a great deal of anger and a 
great deal of indignation'' in 


the V^catL Rosen, the direc- 
tor of the Israel office of the 
Anti-Defamation League, 
helped reach an historic 
accord between Israel and the 
Vatican last yesr formalising 
the position of the Roman 
Catholic Church in areas 
under Israeli law. 


Clinton rejoins summit 


(Omtinued from page 1) 


summit and would greatly wel- 
come a convincing foreign pol- 
icy success. 

Israel Army radio said on 
Sunday tiiat the United St^ 
was threatening Israel witii 
recognition of a Palestinian 
state but Israeli officials flatly 
denied h. “I find it [the repeat] 
difficult to imagine,” added 
U.S. spokesman Rut^ 

CtinW accoiq>anied by 
Mce President A1 Gore, arrived 
at the Wye Plantation in casual 
clothes and went strai^t into 
in ternal talks with Ms foreign 
policy advisers. 

The pcesideot then had a 
meeting with Israeli Defence 
Minister Yitzhak Mordechai 
and r>ewly-appomted Foidgn 
Minis ter Ariel Sharon. They 
were an expected to have lunch 
with Netanyahu and U.S. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albdg^ 

The talks have been the 
longest and most intenrive at 
this level for years between 
Arab and Israeli leaders, com- 
parable only widi the Camp 
David summit that ended in 


agreement benveen Egypt and 
Isael in 197S. 

Clinax) took an active pait 
on Saturday in discussions on 
land and security issues with 
Netanyahu and ArafaL He met 
alternately with both leaders in 
a relaxed atmosphere at tiie 
plantation, staying until late in 
the evening. 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Director George Tenet also 
participated in Clinton's ses- 
sions with Netan>'ahu and 
Arafat, underscoring a focus 
on resolving IsraeU security 
demands crucial to any agree- 
menL 

Palestinian negotiators said 
fxogress was achieved on 
many security issues during 
S^inday's meetings. Senior 
Israeli delegation sources said 
the talks were tough hut that 
tiieir key demands bad not 
been met by the Palestinians. 

An Israeli ofScial repeated 
tiiat assessment on Sund^. 
The Palestinians had not saii^ 
fied Israel on curbing incite- 
ment of violence and on con- 
vening the Palestine National 
Council to chan^ the Palestine 
National Charter, he said. 


Arab Israeli MPs to 
visit Damascus in 
show of support 


King responding positively 
to treatment — Mayo Clinic 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 11 
Arab Israeli members of the 
KnesseL Israel's parlia- 
ment, will visit Syria to 
express their support for 
Damascus in foe face of 
“Turkish-Israeli threats.” 
one of foe MPs said 
Sunday. 

“The Arab MPs will 
express their solidarity with 
the Syrian people in the 
face of Turkish-Israeli 
threats,” Abdel Wahab A1 
Darawsheh told a press 
conference here. 

Turkey has threatened 
military action against 
Syria over its support for 
foe Kurdish Labour Party 
iPKK), which has been 
waging a rebellion agmnst 
Ankara in the mainly 
Kurdish southeast of 
Turkey since 1984. 

Damascus for its part has 
denounced foe 1996 mili- 
tary cooperation pact 
between Turkey and Israel 
as “Satanic.” 

Darawsheh. who did not 


specify when foe Arab dele- 
gation would go to 
Damascus, added that foe 
group also plans to visit 
Jordan. 

His remarks came Just 
before foe 1 1 MPs were to 
return to Israel following a 
foree.-day visit with 
Egyptian officials here. 

ft was foe first time a del- 
egation of Arab Israeli 
deputies had made an offi- 
cial trip to Cairo since Israel 
and Egypt signed a peace 
treaty in 1979. 

Last year a group of 50 
Arab Israelis, among them 
six MPs. made foe first offi- 
cial visit to Syria since foe- 
state of Israel was founded 
in 1948. They were 
received by Syrian 
President Hafez AI Assad. 

Arab Israelis — descen- 
dants of Palestians who 
refused to flee their homes 
when Israel was created in 
194S — make up IS per- 
cent of foe country's popu- 
lation of six million. 


Jordan Tunes, Monday, October 19, 1998 
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AUTUMN AFTERNOON: StroUers enjoy the golden autumn light and walk over 
Munich’s Thalkirchener bridge and watch a flock of swan as riders cool off their 
horses in Isar River on Sunday. Temperatures rose up to 20 d^rees Celsius in mid- 
October (AFP photo) 


‘Saddam lias teenage son’ 


DUBAI (AFP) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
a teenage son called Ah whose 
existence has been kept secret, 
an Iraqi defecteq* said in an 
interview published on Sunday. 

Abbas Al Janabi. who 
described Mmself as-the private 
seocteiy of Saddam's eldest 
SOD Uday, said 13-year-old Ali 
was the SOD of Sandra 
Sbabbandar. whom the presi- 
dent wed in tiie 1980s d^te 
protests from bis first 
Sajida. 

Ali is "heavily guankd and 
the press does not mention him 
because of Uday. who detests 
this half-brother and doesn't 
talk to him.’' Janabi told foe 
London-based Arabic newspa- 
per Al Hayat 

“Uday doesn't even like his 
real brothec. Qussay. so what 
are tile odds for the half-broth- 
er?' asked foe defectoc 

Al Hayat said foe interview 


was earned out in a Emt^iean 
Janald first sou^t 
lefiige in an Arab cz^icii but 
was the taiget of a foiled assas- 
sinaiicm bid before fleeing to 
Europe, it said 

The paper did not say when 
Jabafai defected He was dErf 
editor of foe daily Babel and foe 
sports newspaper Al Baath AI 
IU>'adhi, both of which are 
owned by Ud^. 

‘'There’s a contradiction 
b^een Uday’s aspitations and 
those of his fother,” said Janabi. 
Hussein wants to prepare his 
eldest son for succesaon but 
“Uday's only ambition is to 
make money and collect luxury 
cars.” be said 

Janain said Uday had “more 
titan 13X) luxury cars, includ- 
ing 160 stolen from Kuwait.” 
during tile Iraqi occupation of 
1990-1991. 

The (xeddeot, furious witit 
Uday for shooting and wound- 


ing his uncle Watiian in August 
1995, onlaed a w&re 

Uday kejx 13 cans to set on 

foe defocKH* said 
Three Rolls-Royces, flirce 
POrsches and two Feiiaris were 
destroyed “But I know Uday 
has tu least five or six other 
garages.” said Jaoabi 
The (fefector ^ said he was 
a witness when Uday beat his 
fother's aide^ie-camp Kamal 
Hanna Jejo to death with a cane 
in 1988. accusing him of hav- 
ing played the go-between for 
Hussdn and his second wife. 

“He beat him savagely, and in 
public.” said Janald adding tiiat 
President Hosrd Mubarak's 
wife Suzanne wtes also {xesent 
and broke off her visit to Iraq 
the next day. 

Ud^ himself was seriously 
wounded in a December 1996 
assassination bid in Baghdad 
that left him ho^talised for sbt 
nKxiths. 


41 dead in Egypt train accident 


CAIRO (APJ — At least 41 
people were killed Sunday 
when a train jumped its 
tracks at a north Egyptian 
station and plowed into peo- 
ple. foe ministry of interior 
said. 

More chan 80 people were 
injured, foe ministry’s state- 
ment said. Police said earli- 
er that about 200 people bad 
been injured and more 
deaths are expected. 

Officials put foe toll dis- 
crepancy doivn to the con- 
fusion at the scene. 

Egyptian television 
shov^ a crane raising one 
of foe overturned train cars 
as scores of riot police fend- 


ed off hundreds of wailing 
people. 

The train was travelling 
from foe port of .Alexandria 
to Kafr Al Sheik when it 
derailed in the station of 
Kafir Al Da war, a town 
about 30 kilometies south- 
east of Ale.xandria. foe min- 
istry said. 

The tr^ went off foe rails 
when the driver changed 
tracks “at high speed,” the 
statement said. 

The locomotive and foe 
first two passenger cars top- 
pled over and careen^ 
through people and kiosks 
on foe station platform, foe 
ministry said. 


First reports said foe train 
had crashed into houses 
near foe railway, but the 
ministiy's report did not 
confirm this. 

A senior railway official, 
Mahmoud Maiei. said foe 
driver was speeding 
because free-riding passen- 
gers had tampered with foe 
brakes system between the 
cars. Egypt’s official 
Middle East News Agency 
reported. 

Such trains are usually 
packed with hundreds of 
commuters and it is not 
uncommon for people to 
hitch a ride on foe roof and 
between foe cars. 


fCoDtinued from page 1) 


“I never said those things . 

“During foe visit and in 
response to journalists' 
questions. T reiterated my 
deep impression with foe 
King's indomitable spirit, 
his confidence and full con- 
trol of foe situation.” Sharon 
said. 

“During foe meeting 1 told 
King Hussein; We n^ you 
and your experience. Stay 
strong as you are now, and I 
am convinced that we will 
enjoy your presence in this 
region for many years to 
come... We need your 
courage, your experience as 
foe most veteran statesman 
in foe Middle East and your 
help is promoting and 
achieving a stable peace in 
the region.” 

Firmly denying foe Israeli 
report, Tarawneh said on 


Sunday he was “assured and 
very optimistic” about the 
King’s health. 

Tarawneh said the fourth 
and latest cycle of 
chemotherapy administered 
to foe King had been 
delayed for consultations 
with top doctors from vari- 
ous U.S. institutes and was 
”a little bit more powerful 
than foe first three.” 

But he said foe doctors had 
wanted to ensure that the 
King was “totally free and 
clean” when he completed 
his scheduled course of six 
chemotherapy sessions. 

“[The doctors] just want to 
make sure that, when he 
comes back, he will not be 
more vulnerable or subject 
to relapse in a short period 
of time," said Tarawneh. 


Arafat uncomfortable at Wye Mills, better off in Gaza 


By Wafa Amr 
Reuters 


who visited foe King around 


10 days ago at foe Mayo 
Clinic. 


MILLS — The scenic Wye 
Plantation is considered a relaxing 
spot for many people, but not for 
Yasser Arafat 

The Wye River, foe forest and 
foe chirping birds siurounding foe 
Palestinian president go unno- 
ticed. Pressured by lime and foe 
need for a breakthrough in peace 
moves. Arafat feels he is In a big 
cage. Palestinian officials said on 
Saturday. 

“I wouldn’t say President Arafat 
is having a vacation and relaxing. 
He is busy, tensed and very wor- 
ried about foe situation,” said 
Marwan Kanafani, Arafat's aide. 

Another Palestinian negotiator 
said foe L^nited States restricted 
some of Arafat's movements when 
they asked him to delay a planned 


visit to His Majesty King Hussein, 
who is being treated for cancer in 
Minnesota. 

“He also became a hostage to foe 
wishes of his American hosts, who 
preferred he stay and focus on foe 
talks. He did not like tiiis.” foe 


negotiator told Reuters. 


Pales tinian and Israeli officials, 
including Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, have been 
isolated at the Wye Plantation 
resort outside Washington since 
Thursday to try to h amm er out an 
agreement, that would end 19 
months of deadlock in peace 
moves. Officials said they expect 
to remain in- seclusion until 
Monday. 

Unlike the green, scenic Wye 
Plantation, Arafat’s home Is' in 
poverty-stricken Gaza, where be 
leads a hectic lifestyle. 

There he spends most of his time 


in. his simple office by foe sea 
either signing papers or meeting 
people. His day usually ends in foe 
early morning hours. 

^^en Arafat takes a break from 
the daily work pressure, he opens 
his window to look at foe sea, 
which relaxes him or he takes a 
walk around foe office. Palestinian 
officials said. 

At Wye Plantation, he strolls in 
the backyard of his cottage in 
silence. He walks in the morning 
and after his afternoon siesta. 
Sometimes be walks from his res- 
idence to other meeting places 
instead of being driven there. 

“Yesterday I walked with 
President Arafat in foe yard. He 
[concentrated fully] on work, he 
didn't even notice the nice view 
around him,” Kanafani said. 

“His mind is completely focused 
on the particular issue of foe talks, 


and he [deeply understands] foe 
historical respoosibility he car- 
ries,” he said. 

The idea behind foe isolation of 
the two sides at Wye Plantation 
was to instil an atmosphere of cor- 
diality and relaxation that would 
facilitate an agreement. 

"On two occasions when Arafat 
met Netanyahu, they had a shout- 
ing match. After those meetings 
Arafat would emerge fuming with 
anger and would walk up and 
down the lawn in front of his resi- 
dence in an attempt to calm 
down,” a Palestinian negotiator 
said. 

Said another official: “Arafat 
can never relax with Netanyahu, 
nor trust him. He is under the 
impression that Bibi is out to cheat 
him, thus Arafat's claws are 
always ready to strike back in self- 
defence.” 



Fbrtensky arrested 
for domestic 
violence 


[NDIO (AP) — Larry 
Fortensky. foe blue-coUar 
'ex-husband of American 
actress Elizabeth Tayloi; 
was arrested for investiga- 
tion of felony domestic 
violence against bis girl, 
friend. The 46-year-old 
Fortensky was booked 
Friday for allegedly beat- 
ing foe woman. - whose 
n^e was withheld, said 
Riverside County sheriffis 
Detective Mark 

Wassennan. Fortensky was 
jsdled. with bail set at 
$25,000. Taylor's seventh 
husband, he met foe aefress 
while both were being 
treated for addictions at the 
Betty Ford Centre. The 
actress and the construc- 
tion worker married in 
1991 and were divorced 
five years later. 


Ginger Spice in 
East Africa 


ENTEBBE (AP) — The 
singer formerly known as 
Ginger Sjnee was in East 
Afiica t^ week being 
filmed in a British charity 
programme. Geii Halliwell 
performed in a piece to be 
broadcast by the charity 
Comic Relief. “I’ve 
enjoyed being in Uganda. 
It was good for me to get 
away.” Halliwell told 
reporters Tliursday before 
bearding a flight at 
Entebbe Airport. Formerly 
known as Ginger Spice, 
Halliwell. 26, quit foe 
group in June. 


Sherpa guide 
fastest climber 
of Mount Everest 


KATMANDU (AP) A 
Sherpa guide, determined 
to be the fastest climber of 
Mount Everest, scaled foe 
world's highest peak in 20 
hours and 24 minute's 
Saturday, expedition 
oiganiseits said. Kaji 
Sherpa. 34. started his trek 
from the 5.300 metres base 
camp Friday afternoon and 
reached foe 8.S48 metres 
high sunutut Saturday 
afternoon. Bad weather and 
high winds forced Kaji to 
slow down for three hours 
after he reached 8,700 
metres in foe morning. 
Climbers usually take two 
to four days to make the 
climb from foe base camp 
to foe summit in favourable 
weather conditions and 
with breaks in camps in 
between. 


Worid’s tallest 
residential complex, 
Trump's latest project 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 
sky's still the limit for 
Donald Trump's dreams. 
The American magnate says 
bis latest real estate proj^ 
“The Trump World 'Tower’’ 
— an 262-metre mooolifo 
— will be foe world's tallest 
residential complex. The 
$360 million bifoding will 
house coodominiuins start- 
ing at $1 million. The boOd- 
ing will have 72 floors, but 
foe lobby's vaulted ceiliz^ 
will maire it foe equivalent 

of 90 floors. DemoUdoo 
began Friday on foe vacant 
office builcfing occupying 
foe site near the United 
Nations. 


Camilla to play 
hostess to 
European royalty 
at Prince 
Charies’ birthday 


LONDON (AFP) —.Prince 
Charles' long- standing part- 
ner will take one more ^ 
towards public acceptance 
when she acts as hostess p a 
clutch of European loyally 
for (Charles* 50fo bittfaday, it 
was reported Sunday- 
Camilla Parker Bowles,' foe 
British lieir m foe forty's 
mistress during his-manla^- 
to Diana. Princess of Wales, 
^ be at foe prince’s side 
when he greets royalty fiToffl 
Belgium, the Nefoeriands* 
Denmark, Norway and 
Sweden, the Mail on SundaQ’ 
said. 
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